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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Depart.nent,
25th May 1875.

No. 423, Read the following letter from W. B LEGGATT, Esq,a1cE, Officiating
District Engineer, North Arcot, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R E, Secretary
to Government, Public Works Department, dated Vellore, 13t13’ May 1875,
No 584 —

I #avE the honor to bring to your notice that 1st grade Overseer Munisawmy
Mudali 1n this district has been 11l and absent from duty for the last month, and Dr,
Ross, the Medical Officer at this station, reports that he is very 1ll, and that 1t 18 very
uncertain when, 1if ever, he will be able to resume his duties His falling 11l at such
8 time, when the press of work 1n this district is so great, 13 most unfortunate and very
inconvenient, for 1t was mtended that he should be employed upon the Palar bridge
works under the orders of Mr Vincent, whose inexperience makes 1t absolutely necessary
that he should have a properly quahfied and gxperienced subordinate resident on the spot.

2. Atpresent a young, and consequently inexperienced, Overseer fills Mumsawmy
Mudal’s place on the bndge works temporanly. He was first entertained in this
district as a Sub-Overseer 1n February 1871, and raised to the 3rd grade of Taluq
Overseer 1n August last, and he has never been employed on any large masonry works;
kis expenence, gamed n ordinary taluq duties, therefore, counts for nothing on such a
Jarge and special work as the reconstruction of a portion of the Palar bridge.

3. A very intelligent and experienced maistry, who was employed under my
orders for mine years in the Chingleput Range was, I believe, engaged 1n the construe.
tion of this bridge under the late Lieutenant Boyd, R E, and that he took a prominent
part 1n its construction He appears to have been employed in the department for the
last five and twenty years, first as an ordinary bricklayer maistry on 8 annas a day,
and now as Superintendent of the East Coast Canal on Rupees 55 per month  He 15 the
very man that 1s required on the Palar bridge work, and I should not hesitate to offer
him the appointment of Acting Overseer during the absence of Munisawmy Mudali, but
as he1s not a passed candidate I am unable, without the sanction of Government, to give
him the post.

4. Itisnotmy wish or intention to underrate the training received by men of
the Civil Engineermng College at Madras, but in this case, where a specially qualified
man 18 required, I trust that an exception will be made to the general rule requring
that passed candidates alone shall be appointed.

9. I beg that the Government will, as a special case, exempt this man, and permit
me to offer im the post of Acting Overseer on the Palar bridge works, either on
Probation or as a temporary measure il the completion of those works.

No 424 ORrDER THEREON, 25th May 1875, No 1,425,

. TrE employment of the maistry referred
ESTABLISHMENT, No. 34. to as Acting Overseer on the PSZr bnidge
restoration during the absence of extra
Taluq Overseer Munisawmy Mudah is sanctioned, and hus exemption from the test to
this extent allowed,
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(True Extract.)
Major, RE,
0fg. Joint Secretary to Government,
To the Distnct Engineer, North Arcot
» _Controller of Public Works Accounts
Exd 8 T Austin
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