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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pubhc Works Department,
25th Aay 18735.

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th
April 1875, No 946 —

Read Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, dated 12th
April 1875, No 961, passing orders on papers submitted by the Chief Engineer
for Irmigation on the subject of the enjoyment by the Abkan renters of palmyra
and date trees on canal bunds

No. 419

Cory of the Board’s Proceedings on this subject will be submutted to Government

m the Public Works Department
.9, Defincd trees are not rented out to Abkar: renters as seems to be supposed, but

they have, according to well-understood and long-standing custom, a night to draw .

toddy from all ‘trees in Government waste Except for the production of toddy, a
resource not open to the Public Works Department, 1evenue can be derived from the
trees only by renting out the fruit, and for this only a mere trifle—small owing to
the very number of the trees—could be obtmned, and altogether disproportionate to
the 1njury which would accrue to the imperial revenue from their being demied to the
Abkan Contractor -

3 TUnder the arrangement proposed 1n the Doard’s Proceedings there will be no
division of authority within the canal boundaries, nor will the retention or removal of
the trees be at the discretion of any but the canal officers, who will be at hiberty to
credit to canal revenue the sale proceeds of trees or leaves cut  The District Engineer
does not object to the entry of toddy drawers on the canal banks, and from paragraph
6 of the Collector’s letter 1t 1s apparent that such entry wall do no harm to the canals

4 The Abkari rents of the dustrict terminate with June next, but the new con-
tracts have been disposed of for threc years from that time without any rescrvation
The Board are strongly of opon that the arrangement suggested by them should not
be disturbed.

5 The Board respectfully submit to Government that, before orders were passed
1n the matter, their Proceedings on the letter addressed to them by the Collector, copy of
which was before Government, might have been asked for or awaited

(True Extract)
(Signed)  H.E STOKES,
Acting Secretary.

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 6th Apnl 1875, No 825,

From G D LEMAN, Esq, Collector of the Kistna District, to . E STOKES, Esq, Acting

Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Maculipatam, 15th February 1875, No 211

I 5ave the honor to forward a letter from Major Hasted, the Superintending Engineer of
the district, on the subject of palmyra trees mnside the hmts of the lands which are included
under the canals

2  Wo have talked the matter over, but cannot agree about it Aajor Hasted claims the
produce of the trees for s department as canal revenue I wish it credited with the Abkan
revenue -
3 Whether he or ¥ be ight n our estimate of the effect 1t might produce with the Abkari
revenue to Yorbid the use of them for toddy matters Lttle The changes that are to be made 10

the next sales are so radical that I do not think that it 18 possible to make a guess at what it1s

Fkely to be, that the real effect 18 of comparatuvely emall matter, but there 15 no doubt that it 1s
Lkely to nfluence the bidders
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From Major 3.0 HASTEIL B, ‘S{zigﬁﬁmﬂng Engineer, 1st Dinsion, Kitna, to G D
LEMAY, Esq ¢ Collector of the- Kistna District, dated Masubjatam, 13th Janury
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I mave the homar ta ca’l your atteotim toa subject which we have abready discuseed, e,
the enjoymmt by the A.l&;;xrﬁ xmiet%of palrayrs aod dale troos on conal lunkas or bunds.

2. Wih the excertion of 8 fow trom which were planted beforo the cansls were excavated
wd wero indluded m the Lunul taken up fur them, sl the trees wero planted by officers of this
departmert, snd I behiove the ont' was charged tothe works Tam awaro that latterly the
plantat.ons on canal luckss were kept wp from Junglo Conservancy Funls, but I do not thunk
that any portion of thore fands was expended in plisting palm trees, I therefore ook upon
these trees as eanal plantations. ’

3 If the plantat.ums on cacal lankas are to e pmperly kept op, it 1s escential, I think,
that 0o one should be allowed to interfera with the trees, snd I should, therefors, wish that no
toddy shoald bo drawn from the palm trees at all, but that the fruit should be gathered as in the
ea of other trees  Should, howerver, it appear that any serious dimunution of the Abhan rent
18 likely $ ocur from thio palm trens on canal lunkas being reserved (wlich I cannot tluok 3ill
be the case), I would conseat that the Abkari renter should tap the trees under certamn conditions;
such as that no iquor shop or othor bwlimg shoald be erected withia the canal Limits, and that
to1dy-drawers ehould be allowed entrance only for the purpose of callecting the toddy, &c.

4 Inthe Litter case, the rent of tha tross should be ereditod, I thunk, to the canal revenus,
;‘:n‘t: department should reta.‘m its rightto cut down such trees ss the officers may think

° TSN Y ;. L 1[

5 Ifatis decidod, as T {huok’ it should bo, that the Abkari renter should have pothiog to
dowih the trees, I would wndiriake that po todly should be drawn from them, and that they
thould be retuned for the sake of the fruit and kwves alope.
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Tre Bmﬂ, obscrve that the slq;f;infendmg Er;gmeet is prepared to remit the Abkan
renter to tap tho trocs on condition that uo Hquor shop or otber building should be erected within
Limce; that toddy-drawers shonld be allrwed entrnce oaly for the purpose of drawing

toddy, and that the Department I'ublie Works should rtain the nght to cut down such trees &8

the offens o tho Deartment may think desizble
dL'p‘Eai They are of opinion with the Colloedor that to declare the trees reserved and not at the

gt , Cf the Alkari nter Liks otber trecs on Govermmont wasto lands for toddy-drawing
Voo H:.:t :;1 wjurious efiect ,on the Abkari sales, and thereforo thiok that 1t1s advisable that
tmt]ﬂm frad 8 proposals should lﬂ, B‘L'cep!@i. } Tho revenus which might te denved from renting
nek and leaves would, the Poard " imngme, be very tnflng, endat 18 pot adwsable to
‘On M\w‘mt of Itt tl:o int::re%'“ o branch of Impenal revenue 80 umportant as the Abban.
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
25th Bay 1876.

3 From paragraph 4 of lus letter, the Supenntending Engineer seems to be under the
impression that Government trees are rented out to the Abkan renters for specific sums Thia 13
not the case, but the Board think that if the levy of any rents for frut and leaves 13 not mncon-
gistent with the use of the trees for Abkan purposes, such rents should be credited to the canals
(True Copies and Extract )

(Signed) H E STOKES,
Acting Secretary

No 420. ORDER THEREON, 25th May 1875, No 1,423
| Tee Honorable the Governor
| IRRIGATION, No 50 , in Council thinks that the Board of

Revenue attach undue importance to
the trees on the canal lunkas capable of yielding toddy, and that their value1s extremely
small. The Board apparently refer to the lunkas m paragraph 2 of their Proceedings
of the 17th April as Government waste Thisisa mstake, and 1t should be understood
that ground occupied by urmgation works 1s not waste

9 As1tis stated that new contracts for the Abkan rental have been disposed of
without reservation for three years from June next, the pnvilege of drawing toddy as
hitherto will be continued for that period under the conditions noted 1 paragraph 1 of

the Board’s Proceedings, No 825, of the 6th Aprl, thereafter the trees will be
excluded from the rental,

(True Extract)

Major, R E,,
0ffg Jownt Secretary to Government

To the Chuef Engineer for Irngation
,, District Engineer, Kistna
» » » Godavery
. Nellore
Tanjore
Trichmopoly
Madura
Vizagapatam
Ganjam.
w * s »  Chingleput
» North Arcot
South Arcot
Salem -
Coimbatore

” ”
” ” ”»
» ” »
” ” ”
” » »

” ” ’

” ”
’ 7
” ”

” ”
v Tinevelly

To the Board of Revenue
,,  Revenue Department
,, Controller of Public Works Accounts .

Fxd § T Austin. -
Spare Copies
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No. 956.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE DoiRD oOF Revexve, dated 17th Apnl 1875
Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Governmert, dated 12th Apnl
1875, No 961, Public Works Department —

ABSTRACT.—Palmyra and Date trees —Passing orders on papers submitted by
the Chief Engineer for Irrigation on the subject of the enjoyment by the Abkin
renters of——on canal buads.

*

Cory of the Board’s Proceedings on tLis subject will be submitted to Govern-
ment in the Public Works Department

2. Defined trees are not rented out to abkéri renters as seems to be supposed,
but they have, according to well-understood and long-standing custom, a right to
draw toddy from all trees in Government waste. Except for the production of
toddy, a resource not open to the Public Works Department, revenue can be
derived from the trees only by renting out the fruit, and for this only a mere trifle—
small owing to the very number of the trees—could be obtained, and altogether
disproportionate to the injury which would accrue to the Imperial revenue from
their being denied to the Abk4ri Contractor

»3.  Under the arrangement proposed 1n the Board’s Proceedings, there will
be no division of authority within the canal boundaries, nor will the retention or
removal of the trees be at the discretion of any but the Canal Officers, who will be
at liberty to credit to canal reyenue the sale proceeds of trees or leaves cut The
District Engineer does not object to the entry of toddy drawers on the canal
banks, and from paragraph 6 of the Collector’s letter it 1s apparent that such entry
will do no harm to the canals,

4. The abkér rents of the district terminato with June next, but the Lew
contracts have been disposed of for three years from that time without any
reservation. The Board are strongly of opimion that the arrangement suggested
by them should not be disturbed.

5 The Board respectfully submit to Government that, before orders were
passed in the matter, therr proceedings on the letter addressed to them by the
Collector, copy of which was before Government, might have been asked for or

awaited,
(A true Extract)

(Signed) H.E STOKES,
Acting Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
with copy of Board's Proceedings, dated 6th April 1875, No 825

Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, with do

»» to the Collector of the histna Iistrict,
with copy of G O, dated 12th April 1875, No, 961

Ezxd. E. O Shunkez,
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3 If the plantations on canal lunkas are to be properly Lept 1p, 1519 essential, I think, that
no one should be allowed to 'interfere with the trees, and I should, therefore, wish that no toddy
should be drawn from the Palm trees at all, but that the fruit should be gathered asin the case of
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No 825 N
Proceeninas or 1ms Boizp op Rzvxvoz, dated 6th April 1875,
Read the following letter from G D LEMAN, Esq, Collector of the Kistna District, to

H & STOKES, Esq, Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Masnhpatam,
15th February 1875, No 211 —

dustrict,
the canals d

2 We have talked the matter over, but eannot agree about 1t
produce of the trees for Lis department ‘as ¢anal revenue
revenue A

3  Whether he or T be right, 1n our estimate of the effectZ1tImight produce with the Abkan
revenuo to forbid the use of them for toddy, matters httle The changes that are to be made 1n
the next sales are go radical that I doJnot think that 1t 19 Possible to make a guess at what jt 14
likely to be, that the rea] effect 15 of comparatively small matter, but there 18 no doubt that 1t 18
Likely to influence the bidders

4 I do not think the question —by what funds were the trees planted * has much to do with
the matter , most of the trees are self-sown, and 1t would be quite 1mposaible to speak for certan
of the rest

5 I object mainly on the ground that Major Hasted’s proposal would limit g)] Imperial tmw
source of revenue and give the Proceeds to credit to a local one If 1t 13 to be commenced on a , )
main canal, why should ;¢ stop there, and why should not a new source of revenue to irrigation be |
wntroduced by the extension of the plantation of liquor-producirg trees \a G
6. The damage likely to oceur by drawers of toddy entering on the banks cannot, I thimk, \ =
be great, it 1s not as if the bank was g plantation 1nto which no one but the Forester could
enter .1t 1s really the t>w-path of the canal and 13 frequently used as a road by the people of
adjacent villages
7. Neither Liquor shops nor bwildings would, of course, be allowed 18 canal imits (I am not
aware that any exist now), and if Major Hasted so desired 1t, T would not object 4o hig cutting !
down trees without reference to me, though 1t would be well he should send me g yearly
report for my information,

AN

Major Hasted claims the
I wish 1t credited with the Abkan

- —
5

- - -

Ex‘cposmzn No. 1.
From Major J O, HASTED, R E, Supermtendmg

to G D, LEMAN, Esq, Collector of the Kistna
January 1875, No 179

T mavs the honor to call your attention to a subject which we bave already discussed, viz,
the enjoyment by the Abkars renter of Palmyra and Date trees on canal lunkas or bunds

2 With the exception of a few trees which were planted before the canals were excavated
and were 1ncluded 1n the land taken up for them, all the trees were planted by officers of this
department, aud I believe the cost was charged to the works I am aware that latterly the planta-
tions on canal lunkas were kept up from Jungle Conservancy Funds, but I do not think that any

portion of those funds was expended 1n planting Palm trees » I therefore Jook upon these trees .
&3 canal plantationg,

Engineer, 1st Division, Kistna,
District, dated Masulipatam, 13th

3 If the plantations on canal lunkas are to be properly Lept up, 1t 19 essential, I think, thas
0o one should be allowed (o 'interfere with the trees, and I should, therefore, wish that no toddy
should be drawn from the Palm trees at all, but that the, fruit should be gathered asin the cage of

i |
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other trees  Should, bowever, it appear that any serious diminution of ;ho Abkér: rent ig Likely
$o odour from the Palm trees on csnal lunkas being resorved (which I cannot think will bs the
case), I would consent that the Abkéri renter should tap the trees under cortain eon litlons ; sueh ag
that no liquor shop or other bulding should be erected within the canal Limits, and that todd}-
drawers should be allowed entrance only for the purpose of collecting the toddy, &e .

4. In the Iatter case, the rent of the trees should be credited, I think, to the capal revenue,
and this department should retan its rght to cut down such trees as the officers may think
desirable N -

5. Ifitis decided, as I think 1t should be, that the Abkar: renter should have nothing to do
with the trees, I would undertake that no toddy should be drawn from them, and that they should
be retataed for the sake of the fruit and leaves alone i

(True Copy )

R e e T e SV RPN,

B N UV U

(Signed)  @. D. LEMAN,

Collector.

Taz Board observe that the Superintending Engimeer 18 prepared to permit the Abkdr: renter
8o tap the trees on condition that no Liquor shop or other building should be erccted within canal
Limits , that toddy-drawers should be allowed entrance only for the purpose of drawing toddy ,
and that the Department Public Works should retain the right to cut down such trees as the
officers of the Department may think desirable *

- <  They are of opmion with the Collector that to declare the trees reserved and not at the
disposal of the Abkan: renter Like other trees on Government waste lands for toddy-drawing |
might have an injurious effect on the Abkir: sales, and therefore think that 1t 1s advisable that !

_Masjor Hasted's proposals should be accepted The revenue which might be derived from renting !

" out the fruit and leaves would, the Board imagine, be very trufling, and 1t 1s not advisable to rigl |

‘

on account of a1t the anterests of a branch of Imperial revenue 80 1mportant a3 the Abkar
3. From paragraph 4 of hig letter, the Superintending Engineer 8eems_to be under the

¢
impression that Government trees are rented out to the Abkar renters for epecific s1ms  This 1s :f
not the case, but the Board think that if the levy of any rents for fruit and leaves 13 Bot 1ncone |
s18tent with the use of the trees for Abkar purposes, such rents should be credited to the canals 1
- . 1
- (True Copies and Extract ) . !
- (Sigued)  H. E. STOKES, {
Acting Secrotary. !
To the Collector of the Kistna District. 8 v d ;
« - »» the Superintending Engnecer, 1st Division. !
3
Exd, W. H. French, t {
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