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Proceedings of the Madias Government, Public Woirks Department,
| 22nd May 1875.
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No 411 Read the followmg letter from (}Llonel F J MOBERLY, RE, Super-
ntending Engineer, Chungleput, to Colonel G 'W. WALKER, R E, Secretary
to Government, Public Works Dcpartment, dated Camp at Veerajeecoonum,
26th Apnl 1875, No 311 — 1

In acknowledging the receipt of G O, No 880, dated 2nd 1nstant, I have the
- | Statoment honor to call attention to G O, No 2,851,
' dated 7th October 1874, on my letter
No. 1,953, dated 5th September, which has, I presume, been overlooked, as the
Goverument consider that.my ¢ explanatmni should have been forthcoming five

months earlier :

—

ERRE SN - -

i

1 2 I am quite aware, as the Government observe, of the condition of the irnga-
* tion works of this distnet In 1862-G3, wher I held this apporntment, I put a stop
. to the mcomplete estimates, but the old systum obtamed again, and mn 1872-73 1
found after some expericnce i the district tlat scarcely any estimate was for more
than patchwork.

3. T inssted on fuller examimation of the wants of mrnigation works, and had
succeeded in getting, during 1873-74, a better class of estimates -

4 I would also beg that the Government would be pleased to compare the
outlay mn tlus district with that m other districts, see: pages exxxu fo exxxv,
Admnistration Report, copy of which has just reached me

5  After the large outlay m 1873-74 we began the year 1874-75 with estimates

Now Works Bepairs to the amount of Rupees 30,074 and

1,20,099 1,95,136 8,112 for Agricultural Repairs a~d Minor

New Works, respectively I respectfully

submit that as District Engmneer I had every rcason to be satisfied that we wore
. making a good start

6 Durmng Aprl 1874 the members of the establishment were busily occupied
m exammng and compihng the vouchers for tue outlay abovementioned These

-
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' 7. The heatn Aprilis very great, the soul 15 baked hard, and the laborers, )

% who had been much pressed to complete their work m March, at least into measurable
form, refused to do anything 1l theshowers of May enabled them to dispense with
the use of a crowbar I believe I ma;/tsafely say that throughout the country very

{ht’do 15 done m April, and that the outlay which 1s shown 1312 payment of work

; executed 1 Maich

: 8 1 was myself 1n camp 1n Madranticum, endeavouring to study the country,

wahlch 18 generally very difficult to travel over, attendaace at a Local Fund Board
gMeetmg saved me from bemg m my tent when 1t was blown down 1n May, 17 mcheg
lof ram fell m one day, and when I rejomned my* camp Ifound the whole country
junder water , tanks were full, breaches had been rapidly patched up, and cultivation
twas begun

g 9 The arrangements which had been made for future work were ncecessarly-
‘altered, and 1t was very /iffiéult or even impossible for some time to traverse the

H -
country mn the manner required for proper estimating, I beg to refer to Revenue
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amount to several volumes, of which, I think, the Government can have no conception
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Proceedings of the Madias Gorernment, Public 1Works Department,
22nd May 1875

G. 0, No 1,082, dated 26th Awugust 1874, in support of my statement as to the
condition of Madranticum, which applies 1n less degree to the other talugs

10 T also soliat the perusal of Revenue Board’s Proceedings, No 2,880, dated
5th October 1874, on which Public Werks G O, Xo 1,075, dated 17th 1instant, has
been passed

11 I may be allowed te explain that the soul of the district generally 187sandy
or gandy loam on rock, a great quantity of water 1s passing a little way under the
surface, which 1s dried by the sun to great hardness After heavy ran a horse or
cart breaks through this crust to the saturated or quicksand below, and moving about
1s dufficult and unsafe This surface soil may be used to patch, but with a tank full
of water, and fields 1rngated below 1t, we cannot get earth to restore banks, nor was
there any necessity or economy n doing so.

12 I would also call attention to the large number of tanks, 2,334, 1 this district
of only 2,753 square mles—See Admimistration Report, page 156

13 Cultivation having commenced earlier, the harvest was earlier , meanwhile
estimates had been prepared with great difficulty but tolerable accuracy , and as soon
as the ground and weather admitted work was begun  The 1ssue 1s that—

Agricultural repairs have been measured and paid for to the amount of Rs 85,375

Minor new works »y 3,212
More under the latter head would have been expended, but that Contractors, busy with

their harvest, would not come to be paid

14 I believe some thousands more are due to work-people, for which we had not
funds

15 I trust I have shown that my arrangements were good as regarded the
requirements, character, quality, and cost of the work

16 My exertions to carry them out have been unremitting.

17 1 cannot but remark here that whereas for twenty-five years under Generals
Sir A Cotton, F Cotton, Lawford, Orr, my industry and professional capacity were
always favorably spoken of by my superiors (Whatever my other shortcomings might be),
I have during the last three years apparently failed to give satisfaction to Government

18 I would respectfully plead nspection of the fruit of my labors during the
first two years of this period )

Statement enclosed, taken from Admimstration Report for 1872-73, pages cxxx1v
to cxxxv1,and 1873-74, pages cxxxu to exxxv,, shows the position of Chungleput 1n
the list of districts according to 1ts exptnditure

19 In addition to the superintendence of all these, T have had personally to
prepare the plans for new barracks, family quarters, and hospital at Poonamallee, and
ths approximate estunates for the new Ordnance bwldings at Avady

90 The Government n the Military Department thought that a special officer
should be deputed for this last In the
Public Works Department Captam A C
Smith was nomimated , he complained that he could scarcely get through his range work,
and when I was put on the Commuttee I undertook the prehminary work myself

G O, No 2,214, dated 14th July 1874
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
22nd May 1875.

No 412 OrpERr THEREON, 22nd May 1875, No 1,419
RecorpEp, with the remark that the
IR 2 ’
l RIGATION, No 48 Government hope that the progress made

with the reformation of irmgation works
1n the Chungleput District in the current year will be far more satisfactory than was
the case n 1874-75 The circumstances of that district cannot be so different from
those of adjacent districts as to make 1t reasonable that in one-half of the year there
should be lttle or nothing done m the former and much i the latter, and 1t 1s
necessary i evidence of efficient admimstration that a fair number of these works
should actually year by year be put mto thorough order

(True Extract )

Major, RE,
0fg Jownt Secretary to Government

-

To the Supermtending Engineer, Chingleput
» Chief Engineer for Irmgation .
» Revenue Department

Exd S T Awthin
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