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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
" 14th May 1875.

Read the following letters —

No 318 From Colonel A § MOBERLY, R E, Distnet Engineer, Cuddapah, to
Colonel G W WALKER, RE, Secrctary to Government, Public Works
Department, dated Cuddapah, 14th November 1874, No 1,534

I HAVE the honor to report, for the information of Government, that a portion of
the Pullumpett Taluq Cutcherry has fallen down, and that another part, mcluding the
prisoners’ wards, 13 1n a dangerous state, leaving only the treasury, a small room of
about 10 feet by 7 feet next to 1t and the two rooms, one on erther.side the entrance
gate and which ale occupied by the records and the Police, available for use

2 The building was constructed according to the Standard Plan in force 1n
; 1864-65, m which year 1t was bult The work sanctioned for 1ts repairmm G O,

I b e e Sl

%_No 2,814, of 20th November 1873, has been of Lttle or no use, and now the whole

bmldmg requires to be rebmlt I would take thus opportumity of suggesting the

g removal of the Cusbah town from Pullumpett to Rajampett, where better ground for
5bu11d1ng 18 obtanable, which 1s a larger and more 1mportant village, and where there
115 a Ralway station.

i
No 319, From the same Officer, dated Camp at Bhakerapett, 15th March 1873,
¢ No 2,402

, IN comphance with the request contamed in your memorandum No 934, under
(date the Tth December, I have the honor to submut the accompanying plan of the
'Pullumpett Taluq Cutcherry, showing theremn the portions fallen down, those usable,
tand those m a shaky state, and to mform you that the undermentioned Public Works
‘10fﬁcers supervised the construction of the building during the periods noted against
their names, '
‘ 2, 1 beg to state that an outlay of Rupees 327-15-2 has been expended on repairs
{to the building 1n question up to 30th November 1874, agamst an estimate of Rupees
850, and Rupees 637-3-11 aganst a grant of Rupees 630 from New Works
3, Work was commenced in December 1864 and completed in March 1868
Orerseers Range Officer s
Overseer, now Sub-Engimeer, Mr J W Mr Sub-Engineer Blacker, from December
Ells, from December 1864 to January 1867 1864 to O(,tober 1867
Overseer Serjeant Darnes, from February A Executive Engineer George, from Novem-
1867 to March 1868 ber 1867 to February 1863
The work may be said to have been carried qut by Messrs DBlacker and Ells, as the
expenditure after that date was merely for settling with the Forest Department

&
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No 319-A OzpER THEREON, 14th May 1875, No 1,378,

TrE District Engineer of Cuddapah
reported m the first of the above letters

that a portion of the Pullumpett Taluq
Cutcherry had fallen down, and that much of therest of the building was in a dangerous

state And he recommended a new Cutclﬂ*rry bemng built at Rajampett instead,
In the second letter he supplied, after great delay, dectails that were called for
a3 to actual state of the bwilding, and the names of those who were employed in jts
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; Works Department
of the Madras Gorernment, Public D )
Proceedings of \ith 3oy 1675

construction. 'The mformation suppled is however very imperfect, and has to be

ted from former records. .
suPPlzeme;lje Cutcherry was completed on the old Standard Plan, in 1867-68, at a cost

of Rupees 9,208 ; Mr Blacker, an incompetent Sub-Engineer, !.since pensioned, having
been m executive charge of the buldng the whole u.me, with Mr. Overseer Ellis
under hum, who has since proved himself a most eﬂicxen.t subordinate. Colonel A.
Moberly himself was Superintending Engineer of the Division at the peniod

3. In December 1871 he proposed to spend Rupees 2,120 in repars on an
estimate which was not approved m the Chief Engineer’s Memorandam recorded with
G O, No 112, of 15th January 1872 On 26th January 1872 the Supenntending

Engineer reported very much to the same effect as he has now done 1n the first letter
- o]

quoted above, § e, condemning the Cutcherry entirely and recommending 1ts bemng
rebuilt at Rajampett This course was rejected, although supported by the Chief
Engueer , and repairs were ordered to be undertaken by Revenue Department Order
No 593, of 11th Aprl, on the recommendation of the Revenue Board. They were
carried out to the extent of Rupees 277 only out of an estunate of Rupees 475, bug
were quite superficial ; and further expenditure was deprecated by Colonel Moberly’s
successor as recorded n G O, No 2,042 of 27th August 1872. Finally an estimate
of Rupees 980 was sanctioned in G O, No. 2,814, of 20th November 1873, which has
been fully carried out but to no purpose, showing the correctness of the view taken
that the mherent defects of the building were incorrigible.

4 These defects are stated to have been, 1st, bad construction with inferior
materals, viz, stone m mud m the walls and jungle-wood in the roof ; 2nd, 1nsuffi-
ciency of foundations The use of wferior matenals in public buildings has now been
stopped , but while 1t was admissible 1t mvolved much more skilled and careful super-
vision than was given 1n this case, or (it would appear) m any buildings constructed
throughout the Cuddapah District for years past. The insufficiency of the foundations
has not been attempted to be accounted for, or the possibility of 1ts being the cause of
the subsidence of the ruined portion of the walls mvestigated. And Colonel Moberly
will now take measures for a thorough examination of the foundations of the runs, and
will report as to thewr sufficiency or otherwise, and the nature of the soll on which
they rest -

9 A new Cutcherry 1s evidently a necessity, and it will be remitted to the
Revenue Department to decide on its sité

(Truel Extract.)

+

Meajor, R E,,
0fg. Jont Secretary to Government.

To the District Engineer, Cuddapah
» Revenue Department
Exd. 8 T Austin - -
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