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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
13th May 1875.

No. 297.  Read the following letter from Colonel C. V. WILKIESON, R.E,
Supenintending Engieer, Commbatore, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E,
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Coumbatore, 27th
Apnl 1875, No 17 —

In reply to G O., No. 994-C, of 13th Apnl, I have the honor to inform you that
the centring used for the Oopaur bridge was the usual wooden truss centring supported
on brick-in-chunam or stone-in-chunam pillars, and that the accident happened when
the water rose above the pillars ot

2 I have no fear of any further accident, as each arch has now a dam across 1t
whilst under construction so as to prevent any wash of water.

3 Beven out of the nine arches are now completed.

4. The services of the extra officer in the district, Mr. J. P. Davidson, were not
made available for the work, as paragraph 2 of the G. O, dated 27th November_ 1874,
No. 3,358-B, scemed to say that the Assistant Engineers were to be employed at head-
quarters to enable them to study the language, beside which I did not consider 1t
advisable to place so young an officer as Mr. Davidson unacquainted with the district
in entire charge of such an important work, and I could not put him under Mr. Nichol-
gon’s orders, or Mr Nicholson under his orders. Mr. Davidson has however twice
visited the work, and 1s on the spot now.

No 298. OxrpxEr THEREON, 13th May 1875, No. 1,367.

‘ RecorpED, and the Superintending
Engineer’s attention called to the conclud-
g remark of the Chief Engineer’s memo-
randam in Financial Order, No. 1,418, of 25th August 1874, which contemplated the
employment of the extra officer on the work.

(True Extract.)

l CIVIL WORKS, No. 20.
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. Lieut -Colonel, R.E,
04y Seeretary to Government, )

o the Superintending Engineer, Cormbatore
» Financial Department
»  Controller of Public Works Accounts:
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