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Proceedmgs of the 'Madras Gorvernment, Publw Works Departm Z,
l ‘ en
7th May / 1875. .

-

g

No. 159. Read the following endorsement of the Chief Engmeer for Irncratx\on ’
. L

dated 22nd April 1875, "No. 398 :—

From Colonel o V. WILKIESON, R.E. Superintending En"'mﬁer, COlmbatore, o :j

" Lieutenant-Colonel - J. MULLINS R.E., Chief Engineer for Trrigation and

Joint Secretary to Government, Pubhc ’Works Department dated Combatore,
14th April 1875, No. 9. .

In e gly to G. O., dated 11th March 1875 No. 694, I have the honor to forWard '
R 11 ’ . . (1‘2 d’ a copy of a letter from the Collector of
1 Copy ot Lo ector’s Report, No. 83, dated 204 Coimbatore to tho. Secretary to the Board
87
April 1875, to the. Se“etmy’ B, rd’ of - of Revenue oD the subject of the Caniem- -

Bevenue
” S ' p0111em Anicut, which hardly meets the

_question of the transference of the lands fr
is conmdered unadvisable to make repalrs to the amcut that it

-

cultivation, but into dense jungle. 3
2. .The amounts expended on the anicut and channel in—

Wﬂl not change into dry

RS,
LBTLID e e T . 1577
' 187273 ee e e T 3,837 -
pisgh R R e 3631
“ ISTAT5 e e e 1,085
whilst the revenue for these years are— ‘ e .
‘ 1870-71 ... TS T e e e 947
' ' ' ' - 158

cue Y] ace

8T1A2 - e e e )
LBT2A e e e e e e 1057
187374 e e T D 1,114

~and the anicut is again breached. ~
3. The Colleetor recommends that the rep:urs be put into the hands of the Bevenue

authorities, with what success thls may
an opinion om.

4. I have in ant1e1pat1on of orders from the Chlef Ilnﬂ'meer for Irrlf'a'aon ordered o
‘that a small ‘amount be expended in /clearmf' the head of channel, when T have no doubt -

that the cultivators will receive enough of water for at allevents 2 kar or three months’

crop, if not for
October, and it is only later in the season for second crops when the river becomes low

B that the anicut is of any use. In paragraph 4 of the Collector’ 8 letter, he says that

: Water was going down in ()ctober in spite of the present breach. . R

“

_____.—-—--——-

From
© ' Becretary to the Doard of Revenus, dated Lombmtore, 2nd April 1875 “Io. 83, - -

Tt on Colonel \Vﬂklesons sumres'cmn to abandou the Camem-

. T BAVE the honor fo repo
Pevenne Board's Proceedmgs, steellaneous No. 2, 313 of . POlhem Anicut as & source of re‘v’enue, an d m

goth March 1875. . - . ‘ tronsfer the lands to the head of dry

2 Before carrying out ‘this suggestien,l would propose that the executive’ repairs },e’? e

banded over-to the Revenue DePMMent for

Y

. 1374-75. Sy " nest official year this years repm season 1% :

3

of course lost.”

3. ‘Noththstandmo' "the undoubtedly fevensh locality in "which this work is sitdated, 1; -
£ opmlon that_ W1th a better clampmg oi the uPPE?m v

bave made frequ uent m5pect10ns of it, ‘and am ©

7. gtones Lreaches may be avmded - - o L AT

L.

om wet to dry, though 1 haye no doubt if it |

meet with of course it 18 not for me ta express

the ayen or gvo mouths’ erop, as the siver is in full flood from June to =~

A. WEDDERBURN Esq., Collestor of Coxmbatore to IL E. STOKES Esq Ac‘cmg : .
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Procoedings of the Mudras Gover}zment, Public Works Department,
a Tth May 1875.

.4 -When half the river

but in spite of this some water was

- rice cultivation at Danaickankottah

. b Ttis very true - that the embouchure of & considerable jungle stream is situated just of
the head of the supply-channel and tends to silt the same up, but I found on my first visit in 1871

' ;?oelxzceuent sand sluice about & quarter of a mile down the channel, which, if it bad -nOt 1,:9‘;1;
6rd2 red,up with branches, mud, &e., would have effectively scoured the head. I got it Pu .

6. Moreover,

serdh the channel banks are high -and apt to wash in, and covered with thorzi E
» 80d the place is very den of tigers, but if the average clearance amount be allotted, a2¢.

an estimate for Tepair

]
handed over for execution to the Revenue Department, I would hold. ou
good hopes of success, ‘ ,

N 7: It ivould, I think, be very retrograde “policy to allow this valuable land to relapse into

ick jungle, which und

pay t80 cuitivate dry produce in such a place.
. If ‘

. & proposal were for the first time submitted to make an anicut at Caniempollier
1t would he

. . t
oounsq] ; for consideration whether it were advisable, but the work being extant I would no
"nsel its abandonment, but a change of management.

whi : - It is,on fa,r too great a scale to be left to individual native enterprise like small tanks,
¢% Dot being worth repair, have been so handed over.
10. T ente

of fover, which i
mountain ranges,

i ; ?he rice cultivation is in fact a clea._rance, and allows of the perflation of air.

. to
would therefore counsel that the repair for this once be sanctioned and entrusted

av
°ue agenoy for three years, as also the annual channel clearance.
13. T may mention a case

been g;)lzlmdoned great and unnecessary loss would have ensued.

en I was Collector of Bellary I found a repair of the Upper Toongaboodra native ﬂm."ut’

- * Bellahoomsi ¢ oing on, in March 1867 ; only a month or six weeks then remained of safe woﬂflng
*pason.  This work had been sanctioned for repair, and repairs had been made in the previous
year, but not. being completed before the freshes the whole repair and more was swe.pt away,
#nd & larger (i. e., double, I think Rupees 14,000) allotment required. It was an aniout very

. . oy v f
hl;e the Oamempolliem one, a rough native work, depending for stability on large blocks ©
gtone clamped together. |

T asked the Overseer in charge whether he hoped to get the work secure before the begin-.

ning of May ; he informed me it was utterly impossible, as he had insufficient number of wudders,

and these often ahsented themselves. I then sent "orders to the Tahsildars to send every wudder .

they could get in their talugs, and by dint of incessant work the last stone was ola.mpe‘d a day
befors the freshes came in the beginning of May ; for this interference I was rebuked officially, ﬁ;
I ought to have in the first instance written to the Superintending Engineer (who was then 20
miles away and could have given no help), and not myself had personal communication on the
subject with the Overseer, though I fully and ¢4 once explained the cause of my interference to
the Buperintending Enpgineer. o

. 14. Now, on close inspection I did not think that the Caniempolliem work had been well

. executed, and being in a feverish locality perhaps it did not get that degree of supervision from

the Range Officer which was due. - .
15. . If the breach be not repaired it will have a tendency to enlarge, and the result will be

- instead of oultivated rice fields a dense malarious jungle and ;oss of property to cultivators, whe
_bave invested their labor and capital thereon. ' ) - .

-~ % " 16. Itis not the mere profit and loss account that should only be taken into consideration,
~ - there may be special circumstances, and I referred to the Bellary episode only %o show that losses -

o F bt e
S e

e B

runs through a breach of course the channel cannot be very effectives
Passing into the channel in October last, and there was 'good‘

oubtedly it will do if the water-supply is not keptup. It would ner?r‘

o . totence’
rtain great doubts whether the irrigation is at all connected with the e!;lstii; -
just as bad in the totally dry other tracts under the Neilgherry and 0% '

. a
in point, where if, from failure of former repairs, & work ha .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works'Departmeht,‘
‘ " 7th May 1875.

.

might occur from inefficient repair that should not be chargeable against the value of a work,
the return from which would be also affected thereby. B - ‘ X : d o
17. As regards the Dhallipolliem anicut, which is in fact more of a channel head,

boulders in the stream diverting the water into the head of the channel, it is on such & small .

scale " that the only source of astonishment to me was that its repa,ir. was ever underta.l;en byl
Department Public Works. I have no doubt that the landed proprietors under that ¢ anned
would themselves do the needful ; the assessment is light, about Rupees 3 an acre. I see no nee

of reduction ; there is great competition for water;the rate is a fair §eigniorage ‘cha,rge for f1;1113 “
, valuable Bhowany water, scarce a drop of which [is wasted in thls district, and every over ‘Ow

going into the Cauvery for irrigation in the district below. :

18. I would leave it alone, and see whether or mot revenue decreased s but as to Caniem-

polliem Anicut, I have shown good reason for anticipated decrease and further disadvantages if
the work be not repaired ; an inspection of the returns of the Caniempolliem channel for the past

ten years shows that the full annual revenue collected was Rupees 1,250. When the workn X

was breached it fell to Rupees 110, while theJother irrigation showed no variation.

SusmrrrED for the information of Government with reference to G. Os., No. 2,12?,
of the 3rd August 1874, and 694, of the 11th March 1875, L

~ The Collector’s proposal to undertake the executive manageme.nt o.f the Car.uem-
polliem Anicut may, it is thought, be accepted with advantage, but it will be ,dea:.uabl‘e
that he should take charge of it for a longer period than three years. Perhaps in five

or six years a comparison of the expenditure upon it and of the revenue derived from it

may enable the question of the retention or abandonment of the anicut to be decided.
| (Signed)  JOHN MULLINS, Lieutenant-Colonel R.E.,

No. 160. ORnEﬁ THEREON, Tth May 1875, No. 1,299.

l - IRRIGATION, No. 14. =~

of the 11th March 1875.
(True Extract.) '

- | ' Lieut.-Colonel, R.E.,
| o . Officiating Secretary to Governmenl,

To the Revenue Department. - 2
»  Superintending Engineer, Coimbators.
»  Chief Engineer for Trrigation.

Exd. S. T. Austin, . - ‘
e - . i ‘ Lo

.
g
N

" > R s
e b e e

Chicf Engineer for Irrigation.

. CoMyTNICATED to the Revenue Depart-
- ment with reference to G. O., No. 694, 
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