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DProceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. . 14tk April 1875.

Read the followmn' ‘papers :—

v No. 338. From Colonel C. V. WILKIESON, R.E,, Superintending Engineer,
' Coimbatore, to.Colonel G. W. WALKER, R E., Chief Engineecr, Public .
Works Department, dated Coimbatore, 24th February 1875, No. 150.

Wittt reference to paragraph 2 of G. O., Rovenue Department, embodied in
'Public Works Department G. O., No. 142, of 18th November 1874, [ have the
honor to state that I met Mr. Wedderbum thu Collector, and Mer. Douglas at the
~ timber yard, where we decided that Rupe«es 1-8-0 a cubic foot for the teak-wood
would be a fair rate when we took the price of the wood in the local market in
. consideration.
2. Your memorandum, No 197, of the 19th February 1873, is to hand
~ to-day, and shall receive attention; the wood will be despatched as fast as the
~ railway can give carriage.

1\0 359, From the same Officer, dated Coonoor, 3rd March 1873, No. 15‘3

Wrrn reference to your memorandum, No. 197’ of the 19th February 1875,
"I have the honor to' report that the supply of Annamallay teak, fit for the require-
- ments of the Pablic Works Department, at present available, on inspection does not
appear to be so great as I was led to believe owing to a great deal now stored
having heen originally prepared with the object of being made suxtab o for ship-
. building, and therefore is unsuitable for house-building.
.- 2. Since the G. O., of the 18th November 1874, No. 142, about a thousand
" logs have been stored in the timber yard of very good seasoned wood, some of
- them cut for four or five years, but very little of them of large scantling or any
- length, owing to the great difficulty in getting large logs down on the Annamallay-
. side of the tmh forests and thence into Counbatoru. - Much of the wood i 13 crooked
; and some of it split up the heart, which is good for ship-building I have no doubt,
but not of njuch use for house- bulldmnr 'lhc total number of cubic feet contained
in these 1,000 lozs may be estimated at about 23,800 cubic feet, of which 2 2, 63J
cubic feet have been alrcady dbsr)utc,hed to dxﬂ'uren.. d1~trxcts:

\ Rangalore ... w.e 926" 7" 5".Cubie fect.
53 I all of which is in lengths of abovc 22 feet. )
2 I ' North Arcot e - 14277107 7 ’
:«% { ’, Malabar - . 2L €s YR SO of N

| Of the remainder I have now.picked out ahout 250 lors nearly all smull, but good,

" uséful wood for' rafters, reepers, doors, svindows, &n., but no large beéams; this

" will be between 4,000 and 5,000 cubic feet. Tho balance is all unfitted for the

\ : Publxu Works Department, consisting of;(.rooked, unsound, and knotty woad, and

- will be disposed of by the Forest Departiment in some other way.

‘ -8 'Mr. Douglas, the Deputy Conservator, tells me that. he has now at

Amxgqmﬂay timber yard about 10,000 cubic fect, which can bo got into Coimba<

! tore in the course of March and April, but I do not calculate that much more than

. ; a third -of.this will be suitable for the Public Works Department, so that the

. proeent season supply cannot bs much more than 10,000 cubic feet, and no largo

:boims.amongst it except what has been alread) supplied.” Mr. Douglas has
pronised mé'a memorandum of the dimensions of this 10,000, so I shall bo able
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works iDepartment,
14¢th April 1875.

to report if any large timber isamongstit. So the first indent of 30,000 cubic feet
can only be met to the above extent.

4. For next year the Forest Department have 35,000 cubic feet of seasoned
timber felled in the forest, but this cannot be got into Coimbatore until the end
of December, as at present the forest is closed owing to fever, and then it cannot
be carried in the monsoon months, as the roads are impassable. It is'impossible
to say how much of this will be available for departmental use, but it is all he can
reckon on for meeting the second demand of 30,000 cubic feet for next year.

5. For the future supply it will be necessary to give the Forest Department
a standmg order to cut and deliver a certain quantity annually,say 600 tons,
specifying the probable size of the wood, that is, proportion of large beams required
to medium size; then the Forest Dep’artment would fell this required quantity,
and the supply become constant. Should the Public Works Department demand
fall short of this supply, it can always be got rid of to wood merchants, who will
be glad to buy it.

6. It is not for me to say how long the Annamallay and adjacent forest can
stand a continual drain of 600 tons per annum.

7. If you should recommend Government to give the order for'an annual
supply, it will be cut down in the forest next season, and will be ready 1n Coim-
batore in December, January, and February of 1876-77, the only supply for
1875-76 being the 85,000 cubic fect said to be ready in the forest now.

8. The Forest Officer, Mr. Douglas, says very truly that the Government

must not judge by the present out-turn what can be done’in future by the Forest
Department, as the present stock has been cut down, most of it years ago, with
an eye to ship-building, and all the best logs shroped out of it, and this may bo
said to be only the refuse. It is, however, very good seasoned wood, though
much of it is small, all the trees with large girth having been cut in two to facili-
tate carriage.

9. The piece of land glven up by the Collector for a timber yard i8 exactly
opposite to the Railway Station at Coimbatore, but the siding and the platform
with crane for loading the timber are on the same side as the station, involving

the necessity and expense of taking all the logs down the road to the crossing of -

the line, and then into the station compound to the siding. I would recom-
mend, therefore, if Government intend that the forest should supply annually 600.
tons of teak, that they move the Railway Company to have a siding with crane
made in the timber yard, which will at once facilitate and cheapen the loading
of the timber on the Railway wagons. <.

-——-

P. 8.—1 have just heard that the F orest Department have 25,000 cubic feet |
of timber in Mysore collected in prospect of the Mysore State Rallway ; this might .

be made available for Bangalore, as it would not cost more than Rupees 10 a ton
carriage to Bangalore.

No. 360. = From the same Ofiicer, dated Coonoor, 15th March 1875 No. 157.

1 mave the honor to bring tc your notice that on making application to the
Forest Oiﬁcer at Coimbatore for three logs of 25 to 28 feet in length and about 7 feet
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
14t April 1875.

in girth, or from 1} to 2 tons in wrought, ho informs me that he has no means
at his disposal for bringing such large beams into Coimbatore.
2. AsI suppose at least one-third of the timber required yearly by the

Public Works Department will be over 24 feet in length with proportionate

girth, I have thought it better to report the above fact to you.

From Captain H. M. VIBART, R.E., District Engineer, Bangalore, to
Colonel G. . WALKER, R.E., Chief Engmeer, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Bangalore, 15th March 1875, No. 242.

I mave the honor to inform you that I have this day written to the Dmtnct ’
Engineer, Presidency, to procure for me three large teakwood logs of about
30 fect long and 7 feet in girth. I cannot obtain them from the Forest Depart--
ment in Coimbatore, as the Deputy Conservator states that ‘‘such beams would
measure from 1} to 2 tons, and are, therefore, not portable without special means
of conveyance which are not at his disposal.”

No. 361.

CHIEF ENGINEER’S MEMORANDUM.

Toe Chief Engineer, Department Public Works, has the honor to submit, for
orders, correspondence with the Superintending Engineer, Coimbatore, from which
it would appear to be necessary that the restriction imposed by Revenue Depart-
ment Order, No. 972, of 8rd August 1874, as to the source from which the
officers of the Public Works Department are to be supplied with timber should
be at once removed.

2, Out of 600 tons demanded not one-third apparently will be available at

Pothanoor in all 1874-75; and to meet a similar demand in 1875-76 it seems

impossihle to state what supply will be available as late as Christmas next. The
price has been reduced from Rupees 2 per cubic foot originally demanded to Rupees
14, or 1 Anna per foot more than that offered in the Chief E nvineer’s memorandum
recorded with the order above quoted.

3. It is understood that a supply of teak stated at 20,000 cubic feet is avail-
able at Ponany, where its cost to the Forest Department according to the statement
recorded with G. O. (Revenue Department), No. 199, of 13th February 1874,
would be Rupees 1-6-6. The Chief Engineer would recommend that this be held
at the disposal of the Public Works Officers at Rupees 13 per cubic foot, which would
leave a large profit. It is desirable also that the Forest Department should be called

‘on to state what the 25,000 cubic feet of teak which Colonel Wilkieson reports as

having been collected in Mysare has cost them, and at what price it could be ‘
delivered to the District Engineer at Bangalore.

4. Ttisevident that the capability of the Forest Department to supply seasoned
1st class logs at Pothanoor was greatly overrated by the Inspector of Forests in
his letter recorded with Revenue Department Order, No. 1,305, of 12th October
1874, more than two-thirds of thz{ delivered being characterized ag “ refuse,” and
sold Dy auction at very low rates. o ensure as far as possible a good supply in
1876-77 and following years, it is desirable that the Public Works Department be
authorized to give an order for some 600 tons to be delivered at Pothanoor annually
between December and March, ‘
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
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5. The Railway Company should also be moved, as suggested by Col.nel
Wilkicson, to provide a siding in the timber yard at Pothanoor. ‘
(Signed) G. W. WALKER,. Colonel, R.E.,
Chief Enginecr, P.W.D.

i At At T e

"OIIA March 1875.
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No. 362. Orper TnereON, 14th April 1875, No. 1,033,
{
| . CosyeNicaTED to the Revenue Depart-
} ACCOUNT, No. 16. ment for consideration, and with an inti- |
L‘. mation that it is desirable that arrange- :

'; ments should be made for suppl} ing the Public Works Department with 600 tons' \
The proposal of paragraph

of seasoned teak of good quality annually at Pothanocor.
s 6 of the Chief Engineer’s Mcmorandum will be reported on by the Consulting
Lnrrmcer for Railways.

(True Extract.)
P A (Smned) G. WV, WALKER, Colonel, R.E,,

e : » Secretary lo Government,

T e .
e e o e P e e . R
v e S Vaate b,

! To the Revenue Department.” =7 7
%, Superintending Engiceer, Coimbatore.
"} ,» District Engineer, Bangalore.

¢ To all other District Enginecrs.

 To the Consulting Enginecr for Railways.
: s» Consulting Architect. :
: ’s ~pecxal Ezecutne Engincer, W ynaa«. :
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