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Procoedings of the Madrus Gorernment, Public Works Departinent, .
14¢h April 1875,

e i .

‘No. 308, Read the following endorsement of the District Enginecr, Salem,
dated Yercaud, 2nd April 1875, No. 2 :—

From the Officer in charge of No. 2 or Oossoor Range, Salem District, to
Major J. N. HUNTER, R.E., District Engineer, Salem, dated Oossoor,
23rd March 1875, No. 2,038,

I Bave the honor, with reference to your No. 1,115, dated 16th instant,
endorsement on G. 0., No, 657, dated 8th instant, to subimit the following
explanation,

2. The two goomastahs and a watchman under a charge of Rupees 31,
noticed Ly the Deputy Controller in his paragraph 4, were employed in the Range
Office ; tle former to assist in the clhiecking of station books of works in progress
and Overseers’ accounts of works generally. The latter was employed exclusively
to louk after the tools, stores, instruments, and office records, as the lascars cannot
be made responsible for any loss, or the care of the records through being continu-
ally on the move and travelling with me or zoing on otler errands,

3. ThLe goomastah employed in the Kristnagherry talug is very scldom in
office, and generally superintends work and assists the Overseer on out-door
work.,

4. The goomastah employed in the Darampoory taluq was absolutel y
necessary to hLelp the Overseer to keep up the sub-heads of two large works,
Pennagaram Cutcherry and Toppoor Chuttrumn. His work was more out-door
work, having to help in keeping up the station bocks.

5 The goomastah employed on the experiments eonnected with the rice
cultivation exberimeut devotes the whole of his time exclusively to that work
alone, and occasionally, when he is at leisure, assists the Oossoor Overseer in
trifling office work, but I never found him absent attending the Overseer’s office ;
1n fact, what he may do is done on the work he is cmploved upon.
¢ 8. The Deputy Accountant seems to haye Just guessed what these men were
employed upon, as he literally knows nothing of what was going on in the range,
having always travelled with me and fair copied the correspondence while on

- eircuit; and only took temporary charge of the Range Office on the 13tl, January
1875, seven days before the Deputy Controller examined the accounts of the
range, which I reported to Mr. Mills; his statements, therefore, should have been
received with caution.

7. Goomastahs, as a rule, although employed on out-door work, invariably
visit the Range and Overseers’ offices to do their in-door work, so that they may

~ bave the assistance of superior men, and prepare their accounts of works correctly
under the superintendence of the Range Officer, Overseer, Head Accountant, or

-Taluq Writer; and I cannot see how these men can got on otherwise, and have
the accounts explained to them. In passing, I cannot help -but notice that

: goomastahs’ posts are so temporary that ﬂ-wre are frequent removals and ne.w
hands. The Range and Oversecrs’ offices bfamg the head-quarters of the works in
progress, it is natural that goorfxastahs will be ordered to attend office to get

. the accounts of the works compiled correctly. Mor('eover3 th(? 1.{angf3 Ofﬁce.r or

gOverseer on visiting a work cannot devote that time in giving instructions
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regarding accounts that they could do at their offices.
=1

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
14th April 1875.

R e fanne stansasmsnne

The charges for these
men, though shown to be emploved in the Range and Overseers’ oflices, havo
quite a different meaning than that put down; they are men employe.d m.m the
works, whether on a scparate work or on t?ex'eral works, or at any time in zfn
office their work generally is regarding statx.on books and accounts of w.'orks'l.n
progress (an out-door account). Of course, if these men l.mve done thexr. legiti-
mate work, they will be otherwise made use of to the benefit of the State, instead
of idling their time. I respectfully beg to offer the above tf) show th.at goomastahs
cannot but be employed in offices at times without great mcom.'emenco.s, dfa]a.ys,
confusion and disorder of accounts, if the order prohibiting their working in the

offices is strictly attended to. . - .
8. Also that there is no other way of charging this temporary establishment

but to works in progress. . . .
9. As my predecessor was in the habit of employing extra establishment to

clear off accumulated work of accounts and arrears, I did not think I was doing
wrong in doing the same ; as since I have been in the department, I have always
seen such charges made under similar circumstances; but, on receipt of G. O.,
No. 2,786, dated 2nd October 1874, finding such was prohlbxted in paragraph 4
I discontinued the practice.

10. Having, therefore, acted in good faith for the benefit of the public service,
I respectfully beg I may be excused for having made the charge.

SUBMITTED to the Secretary to Government with reference to paragraph 5 of
G. 0., No. 657, dated 8th March 1875.
2 The report called for in paragraph 3 shall be submitted as soon as the
undersigned visits the Qossoor Range Office.
(Signed) J. N. HUNTER, Major, R.E,,
District Engineer, Salem.

No. 309, CRDER THEREON, 14th April 1875, No. 1,008.

ACCOUNT, No. 12 OrDERED to be recorded.

(True Extract.) 7
(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,
' Secrelary to Government.

To the District Engineer, Salem.
»»  Controller of Public Works Accounts.

Exd. 8. T. Austin,
Spare Copies
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