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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
I 28th December 1874.

.1

No. 485. .© Read the following letter from Colonel F., J. MOBERLY, R.E,
" Superintending Engineer, Chingleput, to Colonel G. W, WALKER, R.E,,

iveagasn,
-

H

Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Guindy, 5th .

December 1874, No. 3,160 :—

I HAVE the honor to observe that there is so much difficulty in carrying out
i f}l‘:::f" ment in No. 3,377-4, 1st December, that
I amn obliged respectfully to request a

reconsideration of it.

2. In the first place I would point out that the Begum’s bungalow is some
distance from the store-room, by which it is proposed to eke out the accommoda-
tion required for the District Engineer, the Range Officer, three Overscers, and all
their establishments, with records, etc.

. 3. The store-room is itself a mere shed, cut up by pillars. In July 1873 an -

estimate was framed for its repair amounting to Rupees 620, since that much of the
roof has fallen in, and it will probably cost Rs. 1,000 at least to make it habitable,

4. DBy an oversight the Executive Engineer omitted to mention that the
upper storey of the Begum’s bungalow is at present occupied by the Garrison
Serjeant Major; I am told that we cannot find auy private house suited to his
rank for less than Rupees 17 a month,

5. Weare also paying Rupees 55 a month for seven other Serjeants, of whom -

four would be provided for iu the end rovms of the adjacent family quarters if -
estimate sent with my No. 2,120, of 17th September 1874, be sanctioned.

6. We should'still have to pay rent for three, and if the Begum’s bungalow
is to be transferred to the Department Public Works for four Serjeants, at a cost

v

" to Government of probably Rupees 45; 50 per cent. more than we now pay for

rent of Captain Smith’s office. _
7. I would suggest that the lower storey be altered to provide for these

 Serjeants, and the building thus be better utilized, and at less cust, as I presume

that my office at Guindy would staud useless.

8. Ienclose asketch from the survey map showing the position of this
latter building as regards railway communication, and the facilities it offers to
contractors from Madras and ryots from all parts of the country, who would
always lodge in Sydapett, the principal town o_;*’;pdistrict, and that in which the
Collector’s Cutcherry is fixed. I would obsurd’that many persons who come up
on revenue business originally would come on to my office if in the neighbourhood,
who might decline to go so much further as the Mount, the Begum’s bungalow
being a considerable distance by any road from the Mount Station,

9. As regards my own residence, I would observe that as soon as I was

confirmed in the office of the District Engineer I opened a negotiation with the
owner of the house at Sydapett for its tenancy as soon as it was vacated by the

stood had finally admitted that I might reside at Mount, Guindy, or Sydapett; he
undertock to put the house into thorough repair, and I moved in May last into

another house, as near as I could get one to Sydapett, belonging to him,

the arrangement ordered by Govern- -

_ Collector, on the faith of G. 0., No. 2,831, 22nd November 1873, which I unders
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10. He has been very tardy, but has had great diﬂic\.ﬂty in gettiﬁg lill}e and
bricks during the extraordinary rains which we have had since May. I have very
Little doubt but that I shall be able to move into it in two or three weeks, the smell
of fresh paint being 8 P"“‘"Pal debaCk to my living in it immediately.

11. I bave however used my best endeavours to get a house at the Mount,

acant to my knowledge,

:‘:c:f;}l‘;: tlt‘x(:nb :znbznai)l‘e to Jud«e i[ the accommodation which they afford, I-
am however informed that there is not one large enough for my family, -

12. But, again, I ‘would poiut out that the Mount is a Military Cantonment,

and that if I secured a house suited to my wants [ should be liable to be c-alled

om for an officer of the Royal Artillery, who being obliged to reside
eference before me.
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on to make ro
where his battery is stationed would be entitled to a pr

13. Ibeg torefer to Section 19, paragraph 1,279, Army Regulations, in which

it is distinctly stated that Public Works Officers are to be admitted under these

! terms.
; 14. Iwould therefore urge thatmy office should be at Guindy, asit is
" already in existence there ; but that even if it be removed to the Begum’s bungalow
; I may be allowed to remain at Sydapett, where I have a house suitable for the
wants of my family, on which a considerable sum of money has been laid out by
the owner in the belief that I should occupy it for some time to come.

15. I must also bring to the notice of Government that the members of my
office yesterday informed me that they would bave great dificulty in procuring
accommodation at the Mount, where the military baziar, families, and depen-
dents of the soldiers occupy all the available spare houses, which they could abtain

only by outbidding the present tenants.

-
et

Sem ey,

ORDER THEREON, 28th December 1874, No. 3, 618 ' :

His Excellency the Governor in
Council declines further to discuss the
question of the locality,in which the
District Engineer’s office shall be. That was settled in paragraphs 1 and 2 of G. O.,
No. 3,377-A, of 1st December ; subject to strict compliance with which Colonel
Moberly himself will be permitted to reside at Sydapett. But such permission
shall form no precedent for the future. '

No. 486.

! ESTABLISHMENT, No. 40.
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(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Gorernment.

To the Superintending Engineer, Chingleput,
»» . Coutroller of Public Works Accounts.

Exd. 8. T. Austin.
Spare Cypies
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