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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
3 : RN 22nd December 1874. :

. x

No. 464, Read the following endorsement of the Acting Secretary to Govern-
. ment, Revenue Department, dated Fort St. George, 2nd December 1874 :—

Read the following Proceedings of the Court of Wards, dated 24th November 1874,
. . - No.3,374. ‘ -
Read the following letter from R. DAVIDSON, Esq., Acting Collector of Ganjam,
to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Court of Wards, dated Chetterpore,
26th Septeml‘)gg%ﬁﬁ 15984, : . _

In paragraph 4 of the foof-note which accompanied Major Smalley’s letter,
dated the 13th December 1873, No. 208, and which is embodied in the Proceedings
of the Court of Wards, dated the 2nd February 1874, No. 191, the lato Collector
remarked that Overseer Veeramallesalingam should be ealled upon for an explana-
 tion on the points alluded to in the District Engineer’s letter referred to. .
2, On receipt of the Court’s Proceedings, No. 191, the Acting Principal
| Assistant Collector was requested to obtain the requisite explanation and to forward
it together with the District Engineer’s remarks and an expression of his own
opinion regarding the subject-matter in three parallel columns,

3. This Le has done, and I have the honor to submit it for the information
of the Court, accompanied with my own remarks on each head.

. 4. " Mr. Grahamo has afforded a very complete and, as [ think, satisfactory
explanation in‘regard to the transaction connected with each of the works animad-
verted on by the District Engineer, and the result tends, in my opinion, to exonerate
Overseer Veeramallesaliriganyfrbm the severe censure which the District Engineer
attached to him, and regarding which Mr. Grahame has recorded the following
. opinion as the result of his inquiry and experience. .

.'5, He remarks, among other things, as follows : ¢ I regret to have to observe
that the District Engineer’s remarks are, for the most part, one-sided and épparenﬂy
written without fall knowledge of the facts connected with each work.”

' 6. As directed by the Court of Wards the pay of Veeramallesalingam was
~ reduced from Rupees 100 to Rupees 60 per mensem, and it appears he has since
.. been dismissed at the instance of the District Engineer for reasons unknown. -

) ’ 7. 1o regard to hisdismissal Mr. Grahame has made the follpwing remarks :—

- * “In conclusion, I beg to reiterate my opinion that nothing specially wrong

_ and deserving dismissal has been proved against Veegamallesalingau;; that the

. " District Engineer was biased against him, before he saw his work, by Ensign

| Lever's reports, and that, had he kuown all that I have stated in this report, he

would hardly have recommended the dismissal of the man after such long service;

0 N - that Ensign Lever has been prejudiced against Veerasnallesalingam I know not

2 I . why; and that several of. his statements have been needlessly incorrect.
. needlessly, for a little inquiry would have taught him the facts of each cas

3
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. prevented his making incorrect reports.” . Q

. 8. Judging by thfa light thrown on the subject by Mr. Grahame’s remarks,

-} and by the explanations which Veeramallesalingam has given, there are fiot

- wanting grounds for supposing that, had this information been before the Court at

. thetime when they dealt with the District Engineer’s denunciation of Vee:‘ralna]]ega-

- lingam’s shortcomings, his conduct in the matter might have been susceptible of
. being viewed in a far more favorable aspect than it was. -
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j - Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

. ks I 22nd December 1874.
Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department, |

22nd December 1874.

*to have predicted its ruin, in October 1872, when he proposed to lengthen the body

) : walls, and apparently to strengthen it by repairs. Whether the works he proposed

would have been effectual may be matter of doubt ; butthe Overseer is cleared of
the imputation on him made by the District Engineer.

2. Itis admitted that the work No. 2 was so badly builtas to require recon-
struction, which was all that Major Smalley alleged, and the course adopted by

9. The extreme measure applied by the District Engineer of dismissing hiv,n
from t.he service on grounds which, in the Acting Principal Assxs'tant Collector’s -
.. i i letely ruin him. '
n, are wholly inadequate, will comp . .. ]
opml;)O, Mr. Grahame has explained the cause of delay in submitting this

- e g i i . gt
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-

report. .

i N ‘ him to get the work done is not approved by Mr. Grahame. Ensign Lever's pro-
) | 1, that he should be made to pay for the work, does not appear to have been and
, . « y- gne o« a7 0 () k . 2 v . posa ? p y ¢ pp ?
Excrosuee No. 1.—Explanation of Overseer.thh District Engineer's remarks r . ‘ should not be, acted upon. '

. * — t -

. o, P L - . N ¥ 3. Of the works numbered (3), the first appears admittedly to have been
. i f the Purla Kimedy Public o . o /s °
VEER;“ALII‘ESALR\G“; WEZd?):ee:s:zrﬂ:: I;:E:fgxn:nt ofe Public Works ; he had i | _ o failure, the second to be still incomplete. The Overseer does not appear to have
Works before they were han

been in the estate under the late Supervisor I, Ramayya.N afd a, who was ren;ov;zd
for bad work and a variety of other causes. In reviewing the stateoo the
works Major Smalley, District Engineer, commente.d veryfunfavoral?ly on Overseer
Veeramallesalingam’s work, and has, it is stated, since dismissed him.

2. The works in connection with which he was cc?nsured were all constructed
when the department was under the Principal Assistant Collector, who now

been specially to blame for either ; at all events his shortcomings are covered by
the neglect or inability of his superior to check or correct them. Into the general
] question of the entire project it would be loss of time now to go.
- Besides these charges as to works badly constructed by the Overseer, he is
‘ stated to have advanced, in the month of July 1873 alone, Rupees 1,821-4.0
i1 ; : without written agreements in' most cases ; in all without contract bond or security
' Length to show that the Overscer has been unjustly blamed and unfairly : : of'a‘nfy km’d. In 15(-) du;ng 1?. is efndelnt that the Overseer simply foll?wed up an
writes at length 0 sho . e jority of the instances, really respon- existing system Wuc-h 16 was powerless to stop of a sudden. He is .tlzerefore
treated, and that T. Ramayy ?‘WRS, in the majority p Grahz;.me’s rewarks i} \ . absolved from blame in the matter, But the fact of such advances remaining, the
sible for the faulty work. ]!19 Collector concul;s 13 Z £ Wards : but. as hc; . - District Engineer will report specially as to the extent to which they were cleared
Overseer Veeramallesalingam 13 o IO}Igel: u:l?el;:rl\?iceug tl(x)e Court ;ud hz:s been o R ‘ off on the 31st March 1874, and as to the success met with in introducing a better
proatly s in consequence of shess acte, ton Gout esoos 1o siomit s W& e 1 e o gy b tho o o ok ina country
a . . - ’
g:;lecto{"s letter, with the explanation in original, for the consideration and o i | properly regulated. ‘
orders of Governmeut. . . ) ; / 4. In the matter of drawing cheques Major Swmalley appears hardly to have
. (A true Copy a'(’g_f::sa') H. E. STOKES . BE o apprehended the Overseer’s position at the time when he was Officiating Range
1g . ’ ; .

s

’

Acting Sub-Secretary % : i Officer; in which capacity the amount of cheques drawn by him monthly cannot

cing Su o : t be considered very large, especially as much work was done in the months Amme-

- to the Public Works Departxﬁent with reference to the Proceed- . f - %:J ! - diately before the monsoon, and had to be paid for, It would have been more to the
RANSFERRED to ‘

ings 1 t Department, dated 18th April 1874, No. 1,009, N P
o T et Deperiment (Signed) . C.G. MASTER,
Acting Secretary to Govern@ent, R.D.

i point had the District Engineer reported unnecessarily large cash balances in the

FARK I Overseer’s hands at the end of each month,
3, ; ‘ . 9. Thé conclusion arrived at by His Excellency the Governor in Council is
{ that nothing has been brought forward, still less proved, against Overseer Veeramalle-
: salingam to warrant his dismissal from the post of Overseer on Rupees 60, to which
| he was properly relegated when relieved from the sub-divisional charge ; and should
‘ such action have been taken, he directs that it shall be commuted into suspension,

pending orders on a full and speedy report of all the circumstances under which
it was taken,

%
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No. 465. OgDER THEREON, 22nd December 1874, No. 3,607.

"Ir appears to His Excellency fhe
Governor in Council that the explanation
submitted by the Acting Principal Assist-
an Collector has reference to other points than those ir.x w.hich Ov.erseer Vgex:; ‘ L
mallesalingam’s conduct was animadverted on by the sztrlct Engm(.aer,san . ; i
which alone explanation wasrequired. His name wuas connected by May.)r : malley N o
with only three of the twelve instances of mismanagement recorded, viz. i— , i

(L) Weir on Corama Gedda. . x5

ra—

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 38.

[P P

" (True Extract.)

..

Colonel, R.E.,

| . . . ' Secretary to Government,
v P To the District Engineer, Ganjam, o
+ (2) A culvert on the road from Kimedy to Oopa}ada. . E{r%§ , " gl‘:'il:;‘i}}gizﬁef}gi“ir‘rvigtiz x‘l&ecc:m.nto.
(3.) Two aqueducts on the Butteeseerpooram main c-hannel..' e .‘ E,[? | 4 % a Reranis Dot .

It is pointed out by Mr. Grahame that Major Smalley was mléfﬁaken 1 SP PP H: . ‘; ¥ ( } Exd. S. T. Austin,
the Overseer to have intended to restore work No. 1 after its destructl?n. 3 %% | Spare Copics,
appearsto have realized the badness of its situation, design, and construction, 20 L; bl
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