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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
' 18t% December 1874.

,
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, - . .
{} " No. 373. . Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. M. SHAW-
‘ ‘ STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Colonel G. W.
V WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
- dated Madras, 30th November 1874, No. 733 :— N

™ Y

— ————

Ix compliance with the instructions contained in the Order of Government,

No. 2,439, dated the 28th August 1874, I have the honor to enclose, for the inform- .
ation of His Excellency in Council, the report of a Committee assembled to
*examine and decide upon the fitness or otherwise for the transport of horses of the

covered goods; coke, and high-sided dpen goods wagons of the Madras and South
Indian Railways.
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2. Colonel Leslie, Commanding Royal Artillery, Centre District, was nomi-
nated by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to be associated for the purpose
with an officer of this department.

3. T beg to express my regret at the delay which has occurred in laying
these Proceedings before Government. It has arisen from Captain Thompson’s
prolonged absence from Madras im consequence of the disasters which the North-
West Line of the Madras Railway has sustained from the recent floods.

f o RerorT of a Committee assembled in pursuance of G. O, No. 2,439, of August 28th, 1874, at the
- Selt Cotaur Station, Madras Railway, on Wednesday the 7th October 1874, to examine and -
decide on the fitness or otherwise for the transpori of horses of the covered goods, coke,

{ and high-sided open goods wagons of the Madras and South Indian Railways.

! . Members of the Committee. )
Colonel G. Lestie, Commanding Royal Artillery, Centre District, and
% Captain Ross Troxeson, R.E.,, Officiating Deputy Consulting Engineer for Railways.

Covered Goods Wagons.—The covered goods wagons of the Madras and Soath Indian
Railways ate unsuited to the transport of horses unless the roofs are completely removed. The
height of the sides of these wagons is only 5 feet 5 inches from the floor to. the urder side of the

¢ ’J‘, roof ribs. As the sides of these wagons are tied together and stiffened by the roof ribs, the
L removal of the ribs would seriously lessen the strength of the wagons. They would therefore have
to be strengthened in other ways. Each wagon would contain six horses.
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Coke TWagons—Tke coke wagons could be quickly and cheaply converted to carry six
. ¢ horses each. - -

Slips of wood nailed to the sides of the wagons forming grooves into which planks eould be
dropped to form divisions between the horses, and battens nailed to the floor to prevent the horses’
feet from slipping, being all that would be required. The sides are only 4 feet high, but if
necessary a rail could be easily added to bring them up to 5 feet in height. :
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High-sided Open Goods Wagons.—The high-sided open goods wagons could also be
converted readily to carry six horses each, by the addition of grooves for plank divisions, battenson
the floors to prevent slipping, and a couple of rails all round to raise the sides (which are on both
lines 2 feet 6 inches in height) to 5 feet in height. ' )

(Signed) G. LESLIE, Colonel,
; COomg. R. 4., C. D., President.
- (Signed) ROSS TIIOMPSON, Captain, R.E.,
Offg. Depy. Consulting Engineer for Railways.
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
' 18th December 1874. -

No. 374. * ORDER THEREON, 18th December 1874, No 3,558.

OrpeRED that these papers be for. 1

l RAILWAY, No_. 57. warded to the Government of India thhg
. reference to their docket No. 1,749 R.,
: dated 28th J uly 1874.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, RE.,

. ) Secretary to Governmeni

——

No. 375. (Docker No.” 3,559, dated 18th December 1874.)
Cory of the above forwarded to the Government of India.

(True Extract.)
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