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Proceedmgs of the. Madras Govemment Public W’orLs Depan‘ment
o Lt - 1-1f/z December 1874 L :
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‘.No. 281

1874, No. 6,992:— "~
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2., In the Proceedmcrs of Govcrnment it is stated tlnt tthe Controllcr has -
' not taken the Iead in the'matter or attempred to guide his Deputy by mstructlons:

Read the followm«r letter from T MOSS Esq . Ofﬁuatm" Controller o
of Public Works Accounts, to Colonel G. W..-WALKER, R.E.; Secretary =
~‘to Government, Public Works Department datcd Madras, 4th November

I nAvE the honor to acknowledve the receipt of tho Proceedmvs of the |

" Government of Madras, No. — of the 3lst October 1874, relative to Irrwatxon} e
Accounts, and to beg that the consxdera.txon of Hrs Exce]lency the Governor in = -
Councxl may ‘be sohcxtcd to the followmo' Jemarks o
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» calculated to carry out thc wishes of the Government of India,” and further. on L

Litis remarked that ¢ the Controller has failed sufﬁuently to restrict his Deputy. to

forms.”
: orders for the preparation of Capital and Revenue Accounts had been issued before
-1 assumed charge of this office, and that whm I joined, inthe middle of Apr11 1873,
g I found that Lieutenant Christie had not o'ﬂy prepared certain appronmate Capital

of the actual accounts

before I joined, and I readil consented to Lieutenant Chrxstxes roposal that he
f J y P

« should overhaul the old records Whlch had bcen obtained from various ofﬁces

{
% then nothing has been’ done towards the . preparatlon of the Capital and Revenue ,

Although as stated above, the ¥¢lead in the matter’’ did not rest with*’

. stposed of by Government in G 0 No 2 99! :
¢, - of 20th October 1874, and in the Proceed.no's ‘ after, taLmrr charge of this oﬁice, will

be. accepted by Government as proof . -
: : ! that the subject of Irrigation Accounts
. was carefully cons dered by me in. personal communication’ Wlth Lxeutenant.'
It is not too much to say that not a line of that report was written by o

“work was continued till Novembor 1873, fwhen Lleutenant Christie procceded to
Calcutta to confer with the Accountant-(}cmral Publxc Works Department ; since

Accounts.
& me I trust that the fact of havm" submrttud for orders a full report* relative to

. now under acknowledrrment

i Chrrstxe
Lieutenant Christie before every point on, whrch orders were solicited had been

to the welght of rcsponsxblhty attachm" to this large and 1mportant charge. -

the performance of the special duty for thch ‘he was appointed, and fo perform
himself that of keepm" the. current Irrmftlon Accounts- according to the new .
~As regards the first portlon of tke remark, I beg to observe that all the .

Tlns o

ik Irrlgatlon ‘Accounts within six months

discussed and argued out across the table, and I may refcr to the 4th paragraph of S
my letter prmted with G. 0., No. 917, of the 11th Aprrl 1874 as showing how_
anxious I was that Lleutenant Chnstre should have proper ‘assistance in thrs office.

I can honestly say that the doubts and difficulties connected ‘with Irrxgatron R
fAccount matters. have caused me much anxiety, and have added. cormderably- S

" 8. "As regards the second portron of the remark quoted above, I beg to state e
that the Government is mistaken in supposing that I have not sufficiently restrrcted'} R
Lxeutenant Chnstle to the pcrformance of the special duty for whlch he was'

\ Accounts for the Accountant-General of the Public Works Department, but had -
\ commenced to tabulate erpendlture ina manncr hLely to be useful for the completion o
I approved of the ¢ co ntinuance of the work as commenced .
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. appomted Lleutenant Chrrstre has been exclusrvely omployed in exarnmm ld:- .
&0

records and t.xbulatmv old accounts. o lms not:been’ OmpIO) ed. on

work. Itis true that he has’ mspected certam Range Oﬁices, but this wa current

accidental; having been appomted to conduct a speclal inquiry into the 3 purely

of certain works in the Vlrdachellum Ranne, Lleutenam; Christie, on m accounts

tion, took advanta're of the opportumty to mspect Rango ch os 1h tho y Bll:tmes.

bood, snd I must say that Lis inspectiots have dono good on all sides a?xzon:toth.
®

jeast to himself, in the knowledge of how Range OfﬁCes are, and Bhoul 1 be. worked.
’ rke

Smce his return from pmrleo-e leave (1.“ AuO'ust lust) Lleutenant ol
been exclusively employed on the Manual of AcCOUnt the- preparatio "I;tle has
‘ho was drrected to undertake in G O., \0.1 751 of the 30th J m?o 187 _;1 OI which
;nvite attention to the reason  given by Lieutenant Christie, and accepted b would
ernment for the: commencement of & revraed Manual Thc; reason vsh)set} y o
by that officer :—* I see mo Pfosl)ect of any" real’ commcncement berhuj Statzd
 with the Cap ital anl Revenue Accounts of Irn"at\on Works, certainl nha X
Caﬂt be go:e Itmt;l t;xe Govimment of Madras and the. Governm,ent of I‘n)(;x:.o: lrle:
as to what 1s to be done. nthemeanhme Ivcntur o
will azree with nme, that I could not be more- usefnl;a) tz::;:lrhl;eznt‘h:nl lzgeut:atw)z;

referred to (Manual of Acwunts) » -On this I remarked that ¢ it would be s .

‘mistake for Lieutenant Christie to undertaLe what pmb.xbl y would not bo completed

_ geiore the1 real commencement of our Trrigation Caprtal Accounts”—a view of
1
case the correctnese “of ‘whrch is eonﬁrmed by the present cancelment of the -

order of J une last.

: Accounts :ct(::(;)rhge:fotglm" myself the duty Of l‘eer" ﬂle current Irrigation. ‘
' 0 Uhe new fom“ I beg to- State that " the current accounts. ‘

have all b
hitherto fe?t?nmef:;l;'midl o by me; for Purposes of audlt but that I have not
Y a 1herty to enforce the adoptron of the new forms in all

‘ S:gc;;:;s,lS:chvx;e'fifillce to tho °P‘m°’fl exx)resscd in' G. 0., No. 1,437, of the’
- to defer the consrde’ratro tovte ther His Excellency is of opinion that it is advrsable :
' no ‘ ?lly chanfre of forms untll the groupmg process is

more ad\ anced. AL

b A;-Ke,
%

_5. 1t must e o A
Christie has nos k::)):vlb; “ﬂderstood from the above remarks that Lreutenant‘
edge °f the current accounts. - Ho has looked 1nto some of

those accon
uts and has ¢
arued out my “wishes in draftmg mstructlons regarding

classxﬁcatron s
and! arrangement of sub- heads of work etc but for purposes of audrt' '

: the current accounts have been drsposed of by me

o 6 Havmo th ST ’ o
A .State that the orde‘:: i?lgsed oftho pomts Whrch atfected me Personally I beg t° V
OVernmeut wrll recerve my ‘best attentwn. I should

R ,973- A of 17th Octoher 187% however add that had the ordere”and R 7

1?’ T 2991 Aof‘zOth’
e "_: of3lst »” n 1nstructrons whlch have been 1ssued

" during the last month (October) existed

'- when 1 Jorned th
X 7dlsappomtmant ;Z ;fit::; tthef Government ‘would not have had occasion to express
, atis aCtlon, nor wouhl I have had to explam- as I have

. ‘endeavoursd to do'i
> this letté
'«Revenue A , m er, that the' stzte of bJ.ck
e ccomts is not due to anY shortcommo» on: ml'?r;)laﬂriss o tbe Cdplml and’
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_ Proceedings of tlce Madras Goeernmem‘ Publw TVorLs Department
SR 14th December 1874.. .

No 282 P Onbez Tnnaeov, Lt December 1874, No. 3,514,

{ .
Hls Excellency the’ Governor in -

ESTABLISH\IL\IT No. 20. Councrl accepts the explanation of “the

o Exd S. T. Austin'.'(:' L

P Spare Copieo

Controller and the assurance gwen in
respeot to the future. L

(True Extract )

‘t

= Colonel, R.E,

Secre_tary to Go_v_crnmeht. E

»J- o

To the Controllcr of Puhhc Works Accounts. :
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