* f
A e e s - e .

[ S

.
-
———— A e
0

. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
14¢% December 18 74.

*

’ Read the following letters :—

No. 272. From J. BURKE, Esq., Superintendent of Telegraphs, Madras
. _ Division, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government,
{ Public Works Department, dated Madras, 9th October 1874, No. 1,653.

1

Wita reference to Madras G. O. of the 1st instant, No. 2,771, I have the
honor to state that the Telegraph Master, Negapatam, has never been instructed
to accept, for transmission through the Government Line, #ia Tuticorin, messages
addressed to stations on the South Indian Railway. A few messages for those
stations have been accepted at the Government Telegraph Office, Negapatam, .but
no diversion of traffic of-the nature referred to by Mcr. Betts in his letter of the

.3 1st July last, No. 13, has ever been authorized by this department.

2. I annex an extract from a letter, No. 39, addressed to me in July last by
the Telegraph Master, Negapatam. This extract’will show that during the three
months, from the 23rd April to the 21st July 1874, riot more than five messages
addressed to places on the South Indian Rallway were tendered for transmission
at the Government Telegraph Office at that statlon, and that only three were

accepted. : .
8. When I state that there is but a isinole wire between Negapatam and
Tuticorin, via Paumben, and that the whole of the Ceylon traflic is carried by that
wire, it will be readily understood that it could not be the wish of thig depart~
ment ‘ that a message from Neoapatam to Tanjore or Trichinopoly should be

sent ¢ia¢ Tuticorin.”

- Extract from a letter from thc Telegrapk Master, Ne gapatam No. 39, dated 21st July 1874.

*¢ 1 beg to bring to your notice that since my having taken over charge of this office (23rd
April 1874) only five messages addressed to stations on the Great Southern of India Railway were
tendered at this Gffice. Three I accepted and forwarded via Tuticorin, and the other two being
of a very urgent nature as far as fime was concemed I had to advise the senders to tak them to

the Raxlway Telegraph.” .

No. 272-s.  From J. BURKE, Esq., Superintendent of Telegraphs, Madras

Division, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Goverrment,
Public Works Department, dated Madras, 15th October 1874, No. 1,699.

WitH reference to your memorandum of the 13th instant, No. 7 83, I regret
very much that I am not in a position to give further information in the matter.
Message drafts do not pass through my office; they are sent direct to the Check
Office, Calcutta, and, without reference. to.the drafts, it would be 1mposuble to
ascertain the routes by which the messages were ‘transmitted.

2. Isent you an extract from letter No. 39 received in July last from the
Telegraph Master, Negapatam, not for the purpose of provinl-that the few mes-
sages referred to by Mr. Betts were not sent via Tuticorin, but to show’that there
was no systematic diversion of traffic.

3. Madras Government Order of the 1st instant, No. 2,771, has been for-

warded to the Director-General of Telegraphs.
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To the Superinteﬂdent of Telegraphs, Madras Division. *

Procecdmgs of the, Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
" . 14th December 1874

No. 273. OrpER THEREOYN, 14th December 1874, No. 3,509

Tae information afforded by the
| Superintendent of Telegraphs, Madras
Lot L, DIVISIOD, in these two letters is msuﬁi—
B ", cient.

9. Tt was never supposed that the procedure complained of could have been
authorized. It was desired however that explanation should be given of the cause
of the unauthorized procedure’; and_as none can be obtained from the local repre-
sentative of the department, reference will be made to the Director-General of
Telegraphs for the same, and for assurance that it shall be dxscontmued

(True Extract )

N
’:.i",‘

.Colonel, R.E., .
Secrelary to Government.
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,» Director-General of Telegraphs in India.
»»  Consulting Engineer for Railways.
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