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. = . ;‘f No. 474, Read the following endorsement of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation,
- o Y ' - dated Tuticorin, 3rd November 1874, No. 899-E:—

| From Colonel F. J. MOBERLY, R.E., Superintending Engineer, Chingleput, to
o . - Lieutenant-Colonel J. MULLINS, R.E., Chief Engineer for Irrigation,
dated Guindy, 27th October 1874, No. 2,608, T

4 . .
/ I BAvE the honor to report the issue of a very heavy fall of rain and conse-
quent floods in all the rivers in the district so far as I have heard to this time.

2. The surplus sluice at Kesavaram has suffered injury to the east wing,
‘which showed no signs of weakness after the floods of 1872. The want of any
bridge across it prevented access to the Kesavaram dam, but no injury is visible.

; 3. The flood in the Kuam was very great; at Koratur 12:09 inches of rain
yoooke were gauged on the 24th instant; the water rose to 108-94 or 3:24 feet over the
+ crest of the dam, when it breached the new bank beyond the north ‘wing ; we have
‘ ' not yet been able to ascertai
¢ | *I tg;;]f. it will be advisable to lengthen the the v;);all itself has suffered.*® nT};W:‘i:l:; '
ﬁ ' between the river and channel breached
A S L and threw a quantity of water into the Chembrumbaukum tank, already very full.
: S o B ' ) R . - 4. The head sluice was 23" only to the top of the piers, but I had had the
- I ‘ I vents closed with rough palmvra sh=*ters; about 2 feet water passed over these at
s the highest. The water in the tank rose to 84:90 or 25 over the crest of the weirs
s now at their full height. It had fallen half a foot when I heard last, but of course
we have not been able yet to see the weirs. A very slight settlement of the bank
in one place, and erosion of the bank above the revetment are reported ; but the
works generally have served well.

5. I havenot heard from Tamarapak ; the Katankal was impassal;le, and had
breached the left bank of the supply-channel opposite its inlet. The tanks are
reported in very good order.

6. Inthe Red Hill tank the water rose to 46:60; unfortunately the two courses
of rough stone have given way in places, and the level was speedily reduced to
44'78. However the tank has had a good trial. I have not heard from Chola-
veram except in general terms. '

. 7. The whole country is of course under water.
8. Ihavenotas yetreceived any reports regarding the smaller tanks, etc., etc.

SuBMITTED for the information of Government. The wing of the Kesavaram
surplus sluice was of weak section, but the injury it has sustained is probably the
} result of undermining rather than of any want of stability to resist pressure.

e e

2. What should be done at the Koratur anicut will depend upon local
circumstances. It is inconvenient that flood waters should rise to any great height,

e . I ‘ . because the prevention of spill over the low banks of the Kuam might be
' B difficult. Breaching into the channel through its right bank can probably easily,
g oy and should, be prevented. If the bank frem the north wing %wall of the anicut
B '
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was of the height of the intended roadway over the new head sluice, it should not (e e . |

have glven way with 3-24 feet of water going over the crest of the anicut, but itis )
very possible that water level near the north end of this flood bank may have been :

considerably higher, and this should be ascertained from the ﬂood marks which !
bave probably been left.

(Signed)” JOHN MULLINS, Lxeut -Colonel, R.E.,
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