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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ 20th November 1874. '

No. 353. - Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. FISCIIER,
R.E., District Engineer, Madura, to Colonel G. W: WALKER, R.E,

.. Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Pulney, 26th

~- .. October 1874, No. 3,134 :— '

1 HAVE the honor to submit, for the sanction of Government, the accompany-

S " ing revised estimate of Rupees 1,140
1 Revised Estimate of Rupees 1,140. - for constructing three Police huts at
1 Comparative Statement. . =2 .. .
" 1 Plan. Ramaisweram in lieu of the estimate
. sanctioned in G. O., in the Judicial
Department, No. 292,-under date the 20th February 1874. '
© 2, The necessity for submitting the present revised estimate is owing’to
the substitution of a tiled roof instead of a domed one, as provided in the sanc-
tioned estimate. ‘ o . o _

3. The chief cause that led to the idea of a domed roof instead of a tiled
one appears to be the enormous expense of procuring tiles from Colombo or Carical,
but it has now been found to be impossible to construct the dome by means of
concrete made up of coral stone and lime obtainable at Ramaisweram, inasmuch

. gs they are of very inferior quality, and so much impregnated with salt that I am

doubtful as to the stability of the work if carried out. Hence the necessity of the
proposed alteration. . :
4, Tt will be observed from the enclosed comparative statement that a
gufficient saving has been effected in the sanctioned estimate to cover the extra
cost of tiling the huts as now proposed by me, and thus the amount of the sanc-
tioned estimate will not be exceeded by carrying out the proposed alteration.
5. In conclusion, I may mention that, with a view of completing the work as

. sgon as possible; I*otdered the work to be proceeded with at once after personal

inspection, as I am satisfied the walls will not bear the weight of a domed roof.
Under these circumstances, I trust the course I adopted will be approved of and
sanctioned by the Government. ‘ '

No. 854, OrpER THEREON, 20th November 1874, No. 8,285,
CIVIL WORKS, No. 26. ' UNDER ordinar.y circumsta..nces as
: no increase of cost is proposed it would
have been within the competence of the
District Engineer to carry out the alteration of design in question. But inasmuch
as a sanction of Rupees 1,140 was accorded after Rupees 1,000 had been refused,
on the sole plea that a far superior description of building was to be provided for
that sum, it was evidently his duty to have obtained fresh orders before authorizing
the execution.of the work ‘on the ordinary plan. Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts
should have ascertained the competence of the material available at Paumben for

carrying out'his design. : - e
- '(True Extract.)
(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,
. : - Secretary to Government.

To the District Engineer, Madura.
~ »»  Superintending Engineer, Tanjore.

" Exd. S.T. Austin, .
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