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Proceeding;:d' t'ke_a“Madi‘ds Government, Public Works Department,
‘ e e 18th November 1874. ‘
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No. 305. - Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in t_hej
Revenue Department, dated 19th August 1874, No. 1,046 :— ‘

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 15th J uly 1874,
‘ No. 1,831, .
Read the following letter from G. D. LEMAN, Esq., Collector of the Kistna
District, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Masulipatam, 29th May 1874, No. 926. :

Wit reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 482, dated
31st March 1873, I have the honor to reply that, in the delta, field channels alone
are cleared by the villagers. A few cascs are reported, where the larger channels
have been done by them, but it is uncommon; and if the expense is great (for the
{ ryots will not do such work themselves) it is always done by the Department
Public Works. ‘ I - .

,2. The regulation of the water-supply in the channels is always by the
Department Public Works. Sometimes the delta Gumastas also arrange disputes
about turns among the villagers; but as a rule once the water gets into the field
channels, the villagers manage the distribution ; and there is no fighting save when
water is very scarce, or a ryot very cantankerous. -

3. There are no Nirguntees in any of the delta villages, and as we have got
on so long without them, I do not think them necessary now. They would be of
no special use in either of the two cases mentioned. The Munsif always has his
Mohatad and Vettyans to assist him in such matters. :

f:”‘—'\g,;/n&’w,lf/ B i S e NV i T R B P e e
. 2

“: 4, TIn regard to paragraph 1 of G. O., dated 5th March 1873, No. 713,
i Public Works Department, asking when the channels can be made over, I would
¢ notice that they require constant clearing, and many of them have been nég!ected
% for some years. As the duty of keeping them clear has for so long been accepted
{ by Department Public Works, I think that only the chanrels, that are certified to
{" -be clear ap_d in really good working order, should be given over, and that it should
; bedone in & formal manner by an officer of tho Department Public Works, who
% should point out to thehead people of the village the whole piece they are in future
¢ responsible for, the other channels should be first cleared at Government expense,

before the duty is thrown oh the villagers. ‘ '

5. In regard tothe new Water-tax Rules, giving the option to ryots of taking
or refusing water, I think Government must strengthen the hands of the Collector
of this district, and of the ryots themselves, or much trouble may arise.

6. The ryots should have some means given them of compelling all the
members of the village to do or pay for their quota of work. It is sometimes the

. case that a section of the villagers would work, may be, because their lands aro so
“situate that unless the channels are fully efficient they suffer, while those whose
lands are situate on such a level that the chahnel, even when full of silt, still gives

is likely that the others will do what is necessary at no expense to themselves,
The system, that has been introduced into the Kistna, is one of individual respon-
sibility against the rold‘syst‘em of joint rents and general responsibility, that first
{ . _led to such a thing as holding all the villagers jointly responsible for the irrigation
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them a sufficiency, will not, for the very obvious reason that, if they hold out, it .
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" Proceedings of the MMadras Gorernment, Public Works Department, {
. 18th November 1874. . _ ;
" works of their village, and there should be no wonder that a man not benefited - V-

by s certain work, declines to repair it for the good of anot_her man, with whom
he has no interest in common, ‘ : ‘ ‘

"o This is taking a favorable case, however, and we shall find most frequently
that the whole village is 80 apathetic that they w?ll lea.va the channels alone till,
year by year, the silt.so accumulates thatthe expense will bé beyond their means;
then they will take advantage of the rules and give up water.

8. If the ryots are to have the greatest benefit, and the Government the
greatest profit, to be derived from tl}e'anicut works, the Collectors must have power
to compel their labor. - .

9. Itisnot * customary” and therefore not Kudimaramat ; but even if it
were, I should have to confess my inability to compel work fairly, as long as no '
penalty attaches to a refusal, and as long as I have not special agency to carry
it out. ‘ 5 |

10. I must, therefore, give my opinion that, until the steps indicated in my
paragrapﬁ 5 are taken, both Government and the ryots are likely to suffer by the
enforcement of the new rules. ' : .
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SupyrTED to Government, with refereuce to G. 0., dated 11th March 1873,
No. 438. ‘ ' : :
9. As thecaseis stated in the Board’s Proceedings disposed of in G. 0., dated’
29th May 1874, No. 651, ¢“the Board are callefi upon to report — "

' (1) From what date the charge of the water supplied to single villages from |
the moment it quits the regulating sluice can be vested in the village officers, and \
whether any increase in the number of Nirguntees will be necessary. o |

~(2) The suggestion of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation that the Collector %
should keep the District Engineer informed of the areas to be irrigated and that %
?
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later application for water should be transmitted direct to the Range Officer from
the talug. e . : -

(3.) The suggestion of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, that Government
should have the option of ceasing to irrigate any land after giving due notice and |
make rules as to the terms on which, after irrigation has been relinquished, a sub-

'~ sequent supply may be obtained.” - ! A _ "

3. The Collector of the Kistna District says ‘nothing about the second and

" third points, but Government have already decided that the revised Water-tax
Rules which are in force in Kistnaas well as Godavery, provide for all that the
Chief Engineer wants. - ’ S

4. With regard to the first poiat, Mr. Leman reports that no Nirguntees will
bo wanted, that the village channels should be handed over in a formal manner
when the Public Works Officers can certify that they are cleared and in good order
and not before, that the field channels are already controlled by the villagers, and
that an Act will be necessary to enable the Collector to compel the villagers to
keep the channels clear whether they are willing or unwilling to doso.

5. The Board are of opinion that the Collector is vight in proposing that the
channels should first be putinto thorough crder, and then formally handed over
to the villagers, and in thinking that an Act empowering him to compel labor may

P e R e

. e P we.A.-‘Au..-.....s-_'M

-
s
.o»
3

P

. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
: 18th November 1874. '
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be necessary, but this Jast is a general question applicable to all districts, and the
transfer in the Kistna District need not be deferred until it has been settled. Much
may be done through the influence of Tahsildars and other Revenue officers to
induce the villagers to perform the task allotted to them, but the effects of the transfer

~ ghould be carefully watched. - This particulaidif‘ﬁculty seems not to have been

of sufficient importance to call for noticein the neighbouring district of Godavery.

~MixuTe BY THE HoN. w. ROBINSON.
(Here enter 3rd August 1874.)

As in Godavery (G. O., 29th May
1874, No. 651,) the transfer should be
. made experimental for one year, such
channels as are in good order being handed over at once and the remainder as they
are cleared out and repaired. ~ : .

2. Tis Excellency the Governor in Council is averse to compulsory labor in
any form, and cannot, therefore, concur in the Board’s recomniendatidp that such
an Act as that suggested should be passed. . S

(True Extract.) o
" (Signed)  A. DpEC. SCOTT, Major, R.E,,
Under Secretary, P.W.D.,
for Acting Secretary to Government.

Irrigation, No. 3.

No. 306. OxzpER THEREON, 18th November 1874, No. 3,260.
: . CoaUNICATED to the Superintend-
- IRRIGATION, No. 31. ing Engineer, Kistna, who will take

- measures for placing the village channels

in order, withr a view to their early transfer to the village officers. Major Hasted

will keep the Collector informed-from time to time of the channels about to be
transferred, and it will be desirable thata Revenue Officer should be present at the
formal transfer, ’ ‘ :

(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engineer, Kistna. .
,, District Engineer, Godavery.
,, Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
., Revenue Department. ' s ' *

.

Exd. S. T. Austin,
Spare Copies
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