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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government Public WorLs Department,
_13th November 1874.

No. 283.  Read the following letter from Lieutenant W. H. COAKER, R.E,

Deputy Consulting Engineer for Railways in charge, to Colonel G. W.
WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public, Works Department,
dated Ma.dras, 17th October 1874, No. 631 :—

I mave the honor to forward for such action as His Excellency in Councll

* No. 150, dated 14th October 1874, may deem necessary, a letter® from the

Agent of the South Indian Railway,

bnngm" to notice that the En"meer engaged in making the necessary sutveys

for the proposed salt siding from Sydapet station to llomes’ Gardens Depdt has

been obstructed in the performance of his work, and that in consequence the

information submitted to the Chief Engineer is not sufficiently complete to enable
him to submit his proposals to Government.

» 2 “Under Section 4 of Act X. of 1870, before land can be entered upon for
the purpose of inspection and survey, it is provided that a notification that the
land is likely to be needed for a public purpose shall be published in the local
Gazette, and this was directed to be done in the case of the portion of the
Northern Extension which lies within the Tanjore District in the Order of Govern-
‘ment, dated 12th June 1874, No. 1,658-A. 1 do not, however, find that any sueh
notification was made when the surveys for the Madras-Cuddalore line were

* undertaken, and I believe this to be the first instance in which any opposition has
been met Wuh The Government will doubtless share the Agent’s regret that
this opposition should have been offered "by one of its own officers, although
strictly speaking the requisite authority for entering upon the land had not been
obtained.

From W.S. BETTS, Esq, Agent of the South Indian Railway, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. II. M.
SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated I\egapatam 14th
October 1874, No. 150.

Ix submitting the enclosed copy of a letter from the Chief Engineer, explaining the difficulties
under which the information required, to enable him to send in estimates and plans for the pro-
posed salt siding from Sydapet station to Homes' Gardens Depét, can be obtained, I have the honor

to request that you will be good enough to obtain the authority of Government to the land being -

entered upon for the purposes of inspection and survey. Strictly speaking a notice in the official
Gazeite is necessary, but looking to Colonel Moberly’s conuectlon w1th the service, I think it unfor-

" tunate that this step should be found called for.

-

Letter from the Chz'efEngineer to the Agent, dated 9th October 1874, No. 6,686.

Mz. Fox, my Assistant in Madras, who has lately been getting up the mformahon necesaary
to enable me to send you estimates and plans for the proposed salt siding from Sydapet station to

Homes' Gardens Depdt, writes as follows :—** You will observe on inspection of the plan that a .

dotted red line is shown running parallel to the centre line of the siding ; the object of this second
line is to avoid approaching nearer than can well be avoided to what, until recently, has been

used as the Collector’s Cutcherry, but which will probabiy be tenanted in a few weeks by Colonel *

Moberly, the District Engineer of the Chingleput District. I have been unable to do more
‘than indicate on the plan the position of this alternative line owing to the strong, and, I think,
" uncalled for, opposition I met with from Colonel Moberly, who threatened prosecution on the
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Proceedings of the Madras Govern:nent, Public TWorks Department, -
o ' 17th November 1874. : ;

~ part of his fature landlord unless I left the ground. The centre line of the siding only
encroaches on land which may be in Colonel Moberly’s possession to a very small extent, and
that quite to the rear of the compound, whilst the alternative line shown us the dotted red line |
misses it altogether.” ) . . :
The plan frhich has reached me does not contain all the information I require in order to '
decide upon the advisability of adopting the proposals submitted, and I am returning it to Mr. Fox -
for some extension of the survey in various directions. '

”

I shall be glad therefore if you will represent in the proper quarter the action @aken by
Colonel Moberly, \ip order that the Assistant Engineer and his people at Madras may be allowed *
. unobstructed access to all lands necessary to be inspected, surveyed, or levelled at once. )

I cannot understand why Colonel Moberly should exhibit so hostile an attitude. It is open
to him, indeed it is one of his functions as District Engineer, to criticise my proposals when they :
are submitted to Government, and no one will more gladly welcome any suggested improvements |
than myself; but it seems to me intolerable that an officer of Government should resort to threats i
azainat thosa who are quietly and unobtruasively engaged in obeying an order of Government. ;

P . .
{

- ORDER THEREON, 17th Noveml;er 1874, No. 3,248. -

‘ His Excellency the Governor in °
Council desires that Colonel Moberly
- will submit such explanation of his :
conduet in connection with this case, and of his right to interfere, as he may ;
have to offer. A ~ '

No. 284.

I ESTABLISHMENT, No. 13,

-

(True Extract.) j

~ 4
Colonel, RE, |

. " Seeretary to Government. ‘

‘f

" To the Superintending Engineer, Chingiepn&.. [\
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