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»l " Proceedings of the %Ia_dras- Government, Public Works Department, ~
Tl e el 13tR November 1874. o

*

No. 208.- Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. IL. M. SHAW- T
" STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Colonel G. W. . :

WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Publi¢ Works Department, Y

dated Madras?30th September 1874, No. 584 :— | ) ‘

1 mave the honor to lay before Government a report by the Deputy Consult-
' : ing Engineer upon the Arconum and
T o Conjeveram section of the South Indian
‘Railway, which was recently inspected by Lieutenant Coaker. o
9" The Digtrict Engineer of. Chingleput has again been addressed regarding
the condition of the Govindavady channel, referred to in paragraph 3. ‘

3. With reference to paragraph 4, 1 solicit the special consideration of
'Government to the tanks which lie above the Railway. The papers printed with-
ltha Proceedings of Government, dated the 28th March 1873,"No. 963, show that - -
the line is in constant danger 80 long as those tanks continue to be unprovided
with efficient escapes for their surplus water. The Attapaukum tank, referred to
by Lieutenant Coaker as being in a critical state at the time of his ilispection,'
was breached in November 1872, and carried away nearly a quarter of a mile of

the Railway. - I trust that measures will be adopted to remove this source of -

danger. o S ‘ - ‘

‘ 4. With reference to paragraph 5, it appeé.rs that the proposed transfer to
e the Municipality of Conjeveram of the tank in question, alluded to in the Proceed-

' ings of Government, under date the 15th February 1869, No. 512, was never

carried out. - Under existing circumstances, the tank is a public nuisance, and I

trust that measures will be taken to insure its being kept in a proper condition.

-

Dated 17th Septembe‘r 1874.

. .\
Br—— -

A‘.‘

' Nole on an Insp.ectionf‘oh the line be{weeﬁ Ar;coryum and Conjct.:eram on the 1TiA ‘
: : * September 18740 .

Tue line is in goéd order and well ballasted throughout.lu The wire fencing is perfect, and

* {the vegetable fence bas been improved by f‘he late rains, though it is still inefficient in many

places. , 7 . : ,
9. The masonry works aré in good order. Tn many of the bridges the wooden girders and

the wall plates on which they rest were built into the masonry work, the effect being a namber
sot‘ cracks in the upper part of the piers and abutments caused by vibration. In most of these the

masonry surrounding the woodwork has now been removed, and new wall plates spbstituted where

necessary. - . :
3. Al the protective works have been completed with the exception of thoig;ét the Pulloor
vf:

b}idge. where, I regret to report, the work has been stopped since the 13th instant? living to water -
from the Palar having again found its, way to this point from & breach in the g{ ply-channel
to the Govindavady tank. The breaching of this channel caused the damage t ‘:‘:’if‘:le bridge in-
October last, and it would appear thal the banks have not since been efficiently '—T'aired. I am
jnformed that the channel is silted up, and that the banks are not in a fit state tof :lintain water,
The breach in October last was .made by the inhab';t&mts of Tirumalpur, in ordg; 1o save their
village which was in danger of being flooded. The channel is in the Chinglepu .%‘:llah, and the
“)istrict Engineer was addressed on this subject on the 8th January last. The up *+4 curtain wall

z -
od 66 lineal feet of the lower one have been built, and the wells for the remaining distances N

ere in position, but owing to the wet weather they' take a long time in drying. _The wells . .
gtend to & depth of 17 feet below the bed of the stream and rest on firm clay. Nothing further = ‘
a0 be done uotil the breach in. the channel is closed, or the water shut off. .
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13th November 1874 - * ,

4. 1do not find that anything has been done towards provxdmg calmgulaha for the tanks
overlying the Rhilway. In the 8th mile are two tanks which, I am ioformed, it is now proposed
to join by a bund parallel to the line. One of these burst last year and caused great damage.
In the 7th mile the Attapaukum tank was quite full at the time of myp inspection and discharging
through two cuts made-in the bank at the south end of the tank. Ifad not these been carefully
made a breach in the line must have occurred.
6-feet irrigation channel and a 3-feet culvert, but a calingulah should be provided in the north
end of this tank, when the surplus would be carried off by two 10-feet girder bridges which are
provided for the drainage of this locality. The Government are aware that.the Railway between
Arconum and Conjeveram has sustained much damage during the last two years, and as this will
goon be a lire of through communication for passengers and for the overland ‘mails, T trust that

steps will be taken to render the tanks secure by the time the conversion of the line is carried out,

5. The pond near the ConJeveram station, around which a wall was built by certain’ cloth
merchants some years ago, is again becoming dirty, and will soon be a nuisance unless steps be
¢aken to prevent it. It appears that the pond was made over to the merchants on the condition
that they enclosed it with a wall and otherwise kept it in order. They accepted it on these
terms, and the wall whick was built .has now fallen in ou the station sile owing to its being
undermined by drainage, for the passage of which no provision was made. The Durmakartahs of
the pagoda, who now claim the pond, are too poor to repair the wall themselves, and will not allow
the merchants to do so, and I am told that the matter’ is at present the subject of a law suit.. In
the meantime the water is being fouled, and the surrounding ground used as a latrine ; the
breach in the wall also leads to trespassers entering on the station premises. Unless the case is

soon Bettled, and arrangements made for rebuilding the wall, I would suggest that the pond be
handed over to the Municipality, who would take the necessary measures for keepmv it in proper

‘order. Tbm subject is referred to in the following Proceedings of Government :—
Financial Department, No. 452, 9th Aug. 186.:)
Pubhc Works_Dept., ,, -2,659, 11th Sept. ,,
Do. » 3,541, 13th Nov. 1868.

' Do. . . 512, 15th Fub. 1869,
Mabeas, (Signed) W. .. COAKER, Lleutenant R.E,
September 1874. . By Consg. E'ngmcer Jor Razlwaya.
No. 209.

~ OrDER 'mnmzox, 13th Novqmber 1874, No. 3,210.

) RAILWAY, No. 33. neer for Irrigation and to the Revenue

_ . and Financial Departments,
2 It is remarked that in G. 0., No. 535, of 28th February 1872, the Superin.

" tending Engineers of five divisions were instructed to depute  competent

officers to examine all tanks, breaches in which might affect sections of Railway

In G. 0., No. 2783 of 27th

ascertained, and the necessary repairs carried out.

November 1872, attention was called to the neglect of the former Order. In
G. 0., No. 184, of 20th January 1873, the Chief Engineer for Irngatxon was directed

to give his best attention to the adoption of effectual measures for_ ‘maintaining all
tanks above lines of Railway 1 in a state of security.’* In- No.. 963 of 28th March

1873, he was again instructed to attend to the protectlon of Raxlways “from’ the .
* breaching of tanks; personally in exceptlonal cases, 2 and m all by constant du'ect '
> commumcahon w1th District Englneer ;

At present the surplus crosses the line by a-

CouMUNICATED to the Chief Enal-'

lines within their respective divisions, with a view to their present condltlon being -
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- To the Superintending Engiﬁeer, Chingleput.

" ‘. v ‘h “ -
'Exd. S- TU Austin- " -
Spare Copxel . . :éE

.
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&

Proceedmgs qf’ the Madras Government, Publzc Works Department
o 13th November 1874.

3. Lieutenant-Colonel Mullins will now report what sysfema.tic means have

been adopted for ascerfaining and supplying the deficiencies of the irrigation works
affecting Railways in the Chingleput District generally, and with reference to the
Carnatic Railway especially. It isa subject which must be taken up in earnest,
and not dropped until thoroughly worked out; and the responsibility for so
‘persistently working it out is now placed personally on the District Engineers of
Chingleput, North Arcot, and
be most imminent?, the Chief Engincer for Irrigation being responsible that duo
progress is made, and recorded half-yearly for the information of Government.

4." With this view two of the Assistant Engineers late]y passed out of
Cooper’s Hill College, and expected to arrive next month, will be placed at the

disposal of the District Engineers of Chingleput and North Arcot as Personal ’

Assistants, to carry out, under their orders, the necessary details of work involved

in the thorouvh examination of each series of tanks affecting Railways in those

districts, grouped together accordmv to their catchment basins.
already an extra officer attached to the Sulem District, the District Engineer will

- employ an officer of his executive staff on s1m11ar work in that district.

5. The first report of progress made in noting and repairing the defilien-
cies of the tanks concerned will be due after the 30th June. The Chief Engineer
for Irrigation will arrange the survey establishments that may be necessary in
addition to the ordinary office establishments of probationers. Work prepared
by thesp officers, after being duly approved will be carned out by’ the ordinary

range executlve in the usual manner,

6. It will be considered in the Revenue and Financial Departments what

 effectual steps shall be taken to deal with the pond nuisance at Conjeveram, now

apparently as bad as when attention was called to it in August 1865,
- (True Extract.) '

(Slgned) G. W. WALKER Colonel R.E,
Secretary to Govemmenl.

e District Engineer, North Arcot.

. w - " Salem. -
,o Chief Engineer for Irrigation. ;
.o Consulting Engineer for Railways, . ,

+» Rovenue Department. ‘ . o )
» Financial  do.
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" Railway Department.

From

Lieor.-Coroves J. H. M.

To.. - -
Coroxe G. W, WALKER, R.E,,

Siz,

™ “
- 5 ’ )

.. /)f'f‘ L

Cowsm:nud ENGINEER’S Omcn.
No. g~ 5’4_.

SHAW STEWART R.E,

™

Consulting Enymeer for Razluays, N

v

N

Secretary to Government,
Public Works Department.
. Fort Saint Gcorge.
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