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No. 169. - =~ Read the following letter from T. MOSS, Esq., Officiating Control- .
‘ ler .of Public Works Accounts, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, RE, - =

~ Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort,St. L
.~ - George, 19th February 1874, No. 7,439 :— o T o

‘As requested in G. O., No. 385-A, of the 16th instant, 1 have the honour to
report further regarding the head of service to which the outlay in running steam-
* ers on the Godavery, for the purpose of developing the trafiic, should be charged. -

2. The Government of India and the Government of Madras having apparently o
decided to meet the outlay from Imperial funds, it has first to be comsidered " ;
under which of the two great heads of Imperial the charge should be made. The - .- .." "
tiwo great heads are (1) ¢ Buildings and Roads,” (2) « Agricultural.” - -

8. As regards the first head, ‘¢ Buildings and Roads,” Lthink it will be allowed
that the charge for running steamers, for purposes of traffic, could not be appro- - -
priately debited to it. - The sub-head ¢ Communications,” unfer which outlay on
roads is charged, might éertainly/ be made to include water communications, but
this would be permissible only’in cases in which outlay would be incurred by
employing the engineering skill and establishment of the Public Works Department,
to improve river channels by dredging, blasting, &e., -No such work, however, is L
now to be done on'the Godavery. A SRR
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4. As regards the second head ‘Agricultural,” to which, in the opinion of . 1 ="
the Madras Government, it would not be correct to charge the outlay in questib’n, S
I beg to observe that if the charge must be borne by the Public Works Depérf— R
‘ ment there is no other head of service but ¢ Agrjcultural” under which to showit. =
P The head ¢ Agricultural,” however unsuitéd, is- certainly moré appropriate than |
that of ** Buildings and Roads.” 1 have come to this conclusion after perusal of = |
~ the correspoﬁdence printed with G. 0., No.2,018-4, of the 14th August 1873." In . - -~ :
that correspondence the Acting Coll_ector,‘and the District Engineer’,' odavery, - -
give it ap their opinion that when cheap water-communication is secured, the. -

- demand for all kinds of produce from the delta will increase. " 'Having regard then -

to this increase and the indirect benefit to the State through the agricultural ,

, poéulation, I think that, if the charge must be'.borne‘by‘:;lle P:ublic Wgrksy Depart- * - -

vnient, it will be more appropriate to place 1t under Agncultl'lral. than*upder X -

¢ Buildings and Roads” If. the Government should adopt this view, I would -

“-jisﬁggéstj that the outlay in running steamers on the Godavery be classed as = -, -

recommended in my letter No. 7,083, of the 31st January 1874. . .~ .0

' 5. It will -be observed that it is only because the charge has to b(} boxfpe_by - - ’

, " the Public Works” Department that I have Vr.ecommended its adjustment unde?- L

o . ¢ Agricultural.” " Tt seems to me that the Public Work:‘} De}?artment haﬁ, by acci- 1 0o
dent, been brought to concern itself in a matter Wh}ch lies beyond its . proper .

R s"p];'éré’ of action, The accident I'rr;i_'e;: to is the.possessmn,, by the Public :‘\Vox“ks

. - Department, of steamers which, in my opinion, it would have' been better to place G

b . gt the disposal of the Civil Department, at a“fgir’_rate of hu'e., for the purpose of *~ " .

. " developing. traffic on the Godavery. To arrange for developing traffic would, T -.." "\

ate duty of officers of the Civil Department, the "~ .~ "
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Pusric Worgs DEPARTMENT,
OotacAMUND, 16¢4 April 1874,

No. 171,
No. 987.
From o
Coroxer G. W. WALKER, R.E,, :
Secretary to the Government of Madras.
Public Works Department.
To :

Tee SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA,
Public Works Department.

Sir,—ADVERTING to the correspond-
‘ence quoted in the margin, in regard to
the experimental running of steamerson
the Upper Godavery for the purpose of
developing the traffic on the river, I am
directed by His Excellency the Governor
in Council to state that, having in view the nature of service on which the
vessels are employed, which cannot be regarded as having a direct bearing on
agricultural interests, the debit of the cost of the arrangements to the agricultural
grant of the Presidency does not seem to be an equitable arrangement. The
impropriety of this course will, I am to point out, be shortly enhanced, when it will

ACCOUNT, No. 12.

Docket No. 2,377, dated 26th September 1873,
Government of India letter, No. 318 A, I,
dated 4th December 1873,

be found necessary to employ the steamers on Miscellaneous Services of a Provin- .
cial character consequent on the transfer of the Budrachellum and Rakapilly .
Pergunnahs to the Madras Presidency for administrative purposes. Under these -
circumstances, His Excellency the Governor in Council is of opinion that it will be

more convenient to transfer the steamers from Imperial, and to deal with the
expenses and receipts in the Provincial Accounts. The steamers should, I am to

add, be made over free of cost. ‘ :
- I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

oy

~ Colonel, R.E,,

Secretary to Government.

Exd. S. T. Austin,
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