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v Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
o - 20th Marck 1874. -

'No. 55i."  Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. IT. M. SHAW-
STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Colonel G. W.
WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madras, 19th February 1874, No. 96 :— )

R honour to submit, for the information of Gover-nment,. a report bj
the Deputy Consulting Engineer upon an inspection of the South-West Liné of
the Madras Railway. : T - ‘

2. Those parts of the reporf which required attention from the Railway -

- Authorities have been communicated to the Agent.

3. The reference in- paragraph 7 of the enclosed report is to a slight

~ modification of the.interior. arrangements of thestation-house at Jollarpett, by
which a large room will  be set'free to serve as a waiting-room for third-class '
passengers, a want that has been greatly felt. The required accommodation has e

" been obtained by reducing the size of the Booking Office, which was far larger than = )

- mecessary, and the entire cost of. the alteration is estimated at-Rupees 533.

= % . .
“m met———— ) X
* .

Notes on an Ins.pectz'on made on the 14th and 16tA ‘instant of the Madras Railway, South-
West Line, as far as Jollarpett and the Bangalore Branch.

1. Madras to J;lld‘rpett.—The p'ermanerit-way was“in good condition and the line well
ballasted throughout. The fenting was a little weak at 35-22, and at a few places between the
'39ilt aud 42ud miles ; young aloes had, however, bden planted at the foot of the bank at these points.

2. The urinals and closets wera generally in good order. = At Amboor the commode pans -
have become coated from insufficient cleaning, and in the men's room the rattan requires to be

‘repaired or replaced. . . . -

" 3. The Station Masters generally along the line were in ‘nniform, but at the large stations
in charge of Europeans uniform was hot worn as a rule.” It appears to me that the larger the
- station the greater is the necessity, that the Station Master may be easily récognized, and I would
suggest that the Station Masters at Madras and Bangqlofe be supplied with a suitable uniform,

and directed to wear it when on duty in their stations. ~ The Assistant Station Master at Arconum
wg.'.iﬁoi in uniform on the 16th. : e :

Pasl . Lo . o ‘
7 4. Several minor protective works were.in progress, and for others materials had been

collected. A good déal of stone pitch‘ing had lately been executed where the line passes through ‘
tanks. At 40-6 the line was slightly diverted'over a small open culvert, undergoing&lteration, and
the speed of trains over it limited to four miles per hour. -7

, -

-
4

5. At Arconum the alteration to store-houses and urinals for Europeans were ‘completéd, and
. the new room for Post Office nearly so. - ’ :

' 6. At Vellore the pillars to support the new shed over goads platform were raised to -
about 5 feet. I observed at this station at the west end of the platform a disused double
semaphore signal, and the Station Master informed me that jt had not been used during the laet
"7 | three years, as another bad been erected at the east end of the platform. I would suggest tle s
' removal of the former, provided the Traffic Manager is satisfied that it will not be again required.

4

. 7. At Jollarpett the alterations to station buildings had been eommenced with the coaversion
' of bath-rooms at the south end into a booking office. A “slight deviation from the panctioned
" plan was being made, as one of the three small rooms which are shown on it as being converted
- into the booking office has hitherto been used ag a liquor store, and the Station Master informed
me that it was now intended to reserve it for the same purpose. This will curtail the length .of
the booking office, but the dimgnsions ROwW alloweq 200 67 x 10" will probably be sufficient.
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20th March 1874. - R
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The cross-over road near the south end of the platfom was completed and in use, and the new
siding was being laid.

8. A start had been made with the protective works to the Palar bndge At both flanks
the portions of curtain walls which do not rest oo wells bad been built, and the flooring was being
proceeded with as far as possible ; brick-making was in progress, and the sinking of wells about to
be commenced. At the Poiney and Gooriathum bridges a large qnanuty of materials_ had been
collected, and these works were about to be put in hand. . i
9. Bangalore Branch.—~The permanent-way was in excellent condmon, and the general

appearance of the line remarkably neat. The fencmg of xloes tlxrougbont appeared to be in an
efficient state.

10, The urinals and closcts were generally clean, and the ltatwnoyuds in good order.

. 11. The Malloor Station Master, a European, was not in umform, and stated that the
clothes supphed to him did not fit and reqmred alteration. .

12. The camp station is being kept open for one month as an expemnental measure, and

all trains stop there. From what I could learn, however, it sppears to me tlnt the extra traffic
carried will kardly be remuneratu’e. .

13. In the 8-30. a.x. train of the 16th matant I observed that tbe buffers of high-sided
open goods wagon No. 1 were four inches ‘below those of the mext vehicle, goods brake-van
No.42. The wagon was loaded with about 8} tons, and either the extra spring-plates which
have been added are not sufficiently strong, or the axle brasses must be considerably worn.

14. Tt was suggested to me that the tnckets of passengers for Ihngalore should be taken at
Cadgoody, as there is considerable delay in collecting them at the wooden platform before entering
- the Bangalore Station. All trains stop at.Cadgnody, and if ticketa wera collected here trains

-

.~ might run into the Bangalore Station without further stoppage, the Bangalore tickets being

carried on by the guard. This arrangement would be s convemence to passengers, and I beg to
aubmxt it for the consxderatxon of the Railway Authorities.

{Signed) W. 1. COAKER, Lxeut R.E,
Deputy (‘onsultmg Engmur Jor Raslwaya.

OBDElAilTHEREON, 20th March 1874; No.,773.

- RAILWAY, No. 61. R ORDERED to_be recorded. e )

e . : (Tl’ﬁe Extracf.)

Colonel, RE
Sccretary lo G’onrnment

To the Consulting Engineer for Rajlways. . . - : S . o

Exd. S.T. Austin. 4 - S
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