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L Proceedmg.s of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
S i 18th March 1874, -

. v

-

N 511 . Read the followmo' letter from Lieut.-Colonel R. A. ROBER TS, R.E,,

ST ","* - sttrlct Engineer, Madura, to Colonel G. W, WALKER, R.E. Secretary
. toGovernment, Publlc Works Depa.rtment dated Camp at Oosﬂumputty,‘
16th January 1874, No. 4 4R35 1= ’

‘Havixe inspected the new Goodaloor Ghaut on the 10th to 12th instant, I

= ° have the honour to submit the followmrr remarks for the information of Govern
- ment

2. The ghaut will be fully completed by the end of thls month, with the

exceptron of No. 4 Bridge (25 feet span) on the 2nd mile from the Tavalum, and
that brldge will be finished during the following month. ’

3. Lieutenant Greer, R.E,, is to chanve his camp to the foot of the ghaut
_ about the 20th instant, when the water 'in the river will be low enough to enable
hxm to commence the foundations of the 70 feet bridge over the Vyravanar.

4. Great dlfﬁculty is experienced in obtaining the necessary timber for this
_bndge, and it is extremely problematical therefore that the wood- work will be
fully completed during the current year. )
) . 5.- All the teak trees close to the ghaut have been used by Lieutenant Greer
’ - _for the other brid ges, and although apphcatmn was made by that officer about four
' months ago to the Travancore authorities for information as to the price at which &
‘the timber required by him would be supphed by the I'ravancore Circar, no
intimation in reply has been received up to date. ‘

6. Asregards the road from the oot of the ghaut to Goodaloor, the earth-
work for the whole length of the road will be completed by the end of the official
year and most of the metalling collected; and the first 1} miles from the foot of
the ghaut will be fully completed.

7. 1 have no hesitation in reporting that the Government have every reason

" to be satisfied with the very satisfactory manner in which the ghaut work has
" been executed by Lieutenant Greer, R.E.  There can be no question but that in
* any country it would be considered a remarkably fine piece of work; and taking
into consideration that the whole work has been done by dally labour, and without
the assistance of a single skilled Foreman or Overseer, it is a proof of the skill and
systematic management evinced by Lieutenant Greer in the successful conduct of
the work within the limits of the estimate. ‘
. 8. The only contretemps that have occurred have been the landslips, occa-
re sioned by the slopes to the side cutting having been omitted, according to
o Lieutenant-Colonel Farewell’s recommendation. In my opinion, and I trust that
I shall be allowed the remark, the total elimination from the estimate of the ifem
- for these slopes was a mistake. It is true that the soil met with on the hill side is, .
Co _ in great part, firm and stable, and will, under such circumstances, stand perpendi-
P~ - . cular for a moderate height ; yet a great portion is very far from being of this
‘ description, and not oaly this but the firm portions are covered with a peaty earth
from two to three feet thick, and it is impossible to expect that high banks coated .
with such earth will stand perpendicular. The absence of these sides slopes will, I
feel satisfied, be the cause of grave inconvenience to the traffic hereafter in the

| " landslips that must be expected after every heavy downpour of rain,
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