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. "+ No. 419, - Read ﬂze follomng letter from Captam J PENNYCUICK R.E.
A .. "% . District Engmeer, North Arcot, to Colonel G. W, WALKER, -R.E./
" Secretary "to Government, Pubhc Works Department dated Vellore,

W'rm reference to paraoraph 2 of GO., No. 286, of 5th February'187-t I
have the honour to” enclose copy of a letter from Ensign Smither, the Assistant
- .aLngmeer in charge of Walla_]ah Range. - - .

* %

Y

- -
+* . 2 The statement that he has only been over the bridge thce since he fook
E 'charge of the range (in August- 1872) is not quite sg}nsfactoryl and steps will be
' taken to ensure a more systematic inspection of roads in futnre. il F e

.

o s Ensign Smither has also been informed that the position of the bridge was
‘ such as to render it absolutel y certain that deposition on one bank and scour on the

other would take place, though their effects might not show themselves for some-
tune. :

. 4T freely admxt the claim put forward in the last paragraph of the letter.
: Mr. Swmither has, _smce I have been in the district, displayed most praiseworthy
industry and energy in the discharge of his executive duties.

-5. The range is a very large one, and it must be noticed that durmw the last
five years it has been in the hands of five officers; as the action which destroyed the
.bridge in question has certainly been going on .for many years, it is impossible to

consider a- single officer out.of the many who have held charcre of the range as
, responsxble for that action not bem«r detected and stopped
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. s ‘ ‘ S L PR | | | S tendmrr to show that we cannot ‘at the same time have the appatent economy of
: . : 5 ‘ Lo small establlshments and the efficiency of larrre omes. - ™
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£.", From Ensign T. SMITIER, Assistant Engineer, Wallajah Range, North Arcot, to Captain
+». ;. J. PENNYCUICK,RE, District, Engineer, North Arcot, dated Raneepet, 14th February
. ;s,": > 1874, No. 1,052 : -

R f- . -l nnl the bonour to report, in reply to paragraph 2 of your memorandum No. 3 344 dated
7 sthetlthi instant, that I was only over St. Andrew’s bridge twice since I took charge of that portion .
oo eof the dnstnét and as far 23 I can recollect, the channel was full on both occasions.

L a. 2. . Had the cbannel been a natural. one ha.blo to scou[, I cer tzunly should have not failed to
; . have Jested the: action of the current; but I had no idea that there was any danger to be appre-
':{}' hended from a tegulated flow of water under a structure that had stood over thirty years.

‘:- . 3.1 trust that 1 my previous mdustry will of itself be sufficient to remove any idea of the want
©oof mll in the matter, aud that my not having inspected the work .in the dry seaaon wa3
- - . ally want of tune. K4 '

Co L - . 4 The work will be examined as dxrected
L Tbo_ucanuonl are being made, L,
. o . . 88 soon as possible.* . )
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No. 420. - ORDER-THEREOX, 16th March 1874, No. 7 il. LT T , e o : , L . .
] — . TrE explanation offered - by the - K oo ' aﬂ W
IRRIGATION, No. 34. . e . : ‘ AR
Range Officer is unsatisfactory; but is : g e o . , .
. accepted in consideration of his general . | R ; . /4 7 MM ,é ; .. . S

character for carefulness, and of the steps promised to be taker® by the _Disfrigb .
Engineer to ensure more systematic inspections of bridges in future. v, 4 L0 . ‘ . Eg 6/ !
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