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Proceeding:tof the Madras Government, Public Works Department,.
’ " 14¢h March 1874. .

" No. 3;;2. Read the following lette:r from Captain J. PENNYCUICK, R.E.,
. District Engineer, North Arcot, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, RE.,
Secretary to Government, Public Works Departmegt, dated Vellore, 25th
* - November 1873, No. 2,690 :— ,
| ’I BAVE the honour to request the consideration of Government to the position
of this district as compared with others in the matter of Office Establishmgnt. ‘

- 9. Tt is of course difficult by means of figures to institute a proper com-
. parison betweeﬂ ';he requirements of diﬂ'erept distriets in this respect, but. 1t v:vill

~ -, probably be admitted that the Public Works expenditure, the area and population,

‘ the land revenue, the extent of roads, and the number of ranges, all form elements

- of the calculation. ' '

; 3. The enclosed statement shows that, as regards expenditure, North Arcot
is exceeded, among those districts having second-class establishinents, by Malabar,
Tinnevelly, and South Arcot ; but the amount given for Malabar includes the Local

" Fund Works in the Wynaad durjn'g the last year, which cannot be separated from
those in the rest of the district, while in Tinnevelly more than a third of the expen-
diture is due to the Streevygoontam Project. The grants for the current year in
North Arcot already exceed 4 lakhs of rupees. _

4. In area North Arcot far exceeds all the other districts mentioned, and

' although more than two-thirds of the district is Zemindary, we have at present

T almost as much work in the Zemindaries as in the Government Talugs.

5. In land revenue it is second only to Tinnevelly, and in population’ to

' Malabar, (but this, I think, includes the Wynaad). \

] 6. The column headed number of miles of road, does not profess to be any

‘ thing more than an approximation for the other districts. .

7. 1 especially request comparison with Cuddapah, Coimbatore, and Nellore,

8. The numnber of separate works is also an important point as regards office

| _ work ; I have not the means of ascertaining this number with regard to the other
districts, but here there are now 614 on the progress returns, and at the close of

. last year there were 763. 1 should not think these numbers would be greatly

- exceeded in any of the other districts mentioned.

>+ 9. I may mention that the district appears to have been a second-class one
: before 1863.
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No. 343. . OrpEr THEREON, 14th March 1874, No. 696.
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ESTABLISHMENT, No. '18. As a change of class in the district
establichments would only raise the pay

L of its members, and not increase their
numbers, and as North Arcot has‘advantages over all the other districts named,

which should make it easier to get office men at the lower rates, His Excellency
. the Governor in Council sees no occasion to make any alteration in existing
arrangements.

N ' ~.° (True Extract.)
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‘ Colonel, R.E,,
Secretary to Government,

13

To the District Engineer, North Arcot.
Exd. S. T. Austin.. .
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