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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public YWorks Department,
11th March 1874,

Read the following letter from T..MOSS, Esq., Officiating Controller
\ of Public Works Accounts, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary
'}t to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort Saint George, 3rd

’ February 1874, No. 7,118:— '

CrviL Orricees who carry out public works in addition to their monthly
abstracts of expenditure have, under the existing rules, to submit bills for formal
audit on completion of works. These bills while they take up much time in prepa-
ration meet DO real want, and it, therefore, occurred to me to make the attempt to put
a stop to an arrangement’ which increased the work of Civil Officers, without in
any way strengthening or adding to the check or audit of the Controller of Public

No. 243.
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\Works Accounts.
o The arrangement above referred to is not peculiar to Madras, but is

. followed in all parts of India, and I therefore thought it desirable to consult the
;j Accountant-General of the Public Works Department, to whom I wrote as follows
in my letter, No. 6,181, of the 20th December 1873 :— :

¢ T have the honour to suggest, for your consideration, the desirableness of
xisting rules under which Civil Officers submit bills for works and
repairs when completed. The expenditure on works and repairs is shown month
by month in the abstracts, and I do not think that anything is gained by getting a
detail of cost of items of work and average rates. For the most part the detail
es closely with the estimate, and when this 13 not the case the differences are
d into or objected to so long as the total amount of estimate is
not exceeded, oF if excceded, not to any great extent.

«o_ The fact is that Civil Officers have not time to attend to such matters in
the way they are attended tc? by 1?ublic Works Officers, and, to my knowledge, they
Lave often been obliged to sign bills for Yvorks., the details of which they could not
certify to. The 'on.ly useful purp?se Wh.lch bﬂls.scrve is the proof they afford of
completion of sanctioned works. a.nd repairs ; buti 1t seems to me that this could be

ess trouble to Civil Officers, and in a more complete shape, by tlie

cecurcd with 1 bl &
" Audit Office, by requiring the addition of a tabular certificate in the following

form at the back of the monthly abstract:— a
“ Certified thot the following works were completed during the month according to the pro-

posals made, and approved when the estimates were sanctioned, the exceptions being explained

in the column of remarks.
e . Bl y 1
- - 0 .| Explanation of deviations f i
tion of Amount of 'Sanc Total Expendi dev rom estimate,
Dcsg{?gr]l‘. tioned Estimate. ture, a3 regards deSCX‘lp:‘mn, quantity, and rates
- of work.
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«3g. I should mention that my remarks above are not based with particular

o to Madras; I have long held the opinion I now express.”

- yeferenc . .
. ‘3. The Accountant-General in his letter, No. 114 G, of the '28th Januar
! 1574, has replied as follows :— : y
. ’ « ] have the honour to inform you that I have no objection to the changes

'propOSCd by you; indeed, T would go further and not require the final certificato
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Proceedings of the Madras Government Public

Works Depar
11¢k March 1814, rks Department,

of completion of work as a
officer, it can bo oulled foznzgizztof algczulnt; for, if it is wanted by the sanctioning
Government of India t + Putlmay observe that the sancti .
view, the Government 0? ;?:dchanies you propose would he neccssar; crtxlnoc;l i(;f ttl:::
to the G Hadras should be addresseq 3 Sy
e Government of India.” to make the needful reference
Tt is, therefore,

for the M:
of India should be o e Madras Government to de

ddressed on the subject citle whether the Governmnent

No. 244,
ORrpER THEREON, 11th Marel, 1874, No. 613

ACCOUNT, No. 19,

. As,.in the opinion of the Controller
L z Public Works Accounts and of the
partment, the submission, by Civil Office Cccf"“stﬂnt-(}enem], Public Works De-

T8, of bills for work done in *tal
the detailed

o » Which consists in the addition of a
y abstract showing description of work,

amount of estimate
and e
» and explanation of deviations from the

original sanction.

I
(ere enter No. 644, dated 11¢h March 1874)

(True Extract.)

-

Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government,

To the Officiating Coutroller of Public Works Accountg

Exd. E. C. Shunker.
Spare Copics
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Pupric WoRkS DEPARTMENT,
Forr St. GeorGE, 11¢k March 1874.

0. 243
No No. 644,

From Coroxer G.V. WALKER, R.E,,

Secretary to the Government of Madras, A
Public Works Department,

Tue SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
DPublic Torks Depariment.

Sir,—Adverting to the resolution of
the Government of India, under datethe
27th August 18614, No. 61, prescribing

i -  ACCOUNT, No. 13.

S

count to be ren . . .
forlt;;? oé::ks JTam directed by IIis Excellency the Governor in Council to submit
pu 1C 3

anying Proceedings on a letter from the Controller of Public Works
the accOmP: ywlfich that Officer recommends a modification of the form of bill
Acco.untS, m moletion of works; and, under the circumstances explained, to
required o7 C(: gsal which will have the effect of rclieving Civil Officers of a large
suPPor: :,1;'6;:1))1;)51' wit’hout weakening the audit of the expenditure which they incur.
amoun

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Colonel], R.E,,

Secretary to Government.

Exd. E-C. Shunker

Spare Copics

dercd by Civil Officers entrusted with the execution of .
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