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PEESPUURE PRRIPNING - Ly

«"i ‘ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public VWorks Department,
é ! oth March 1874.
\? \ ;
‘ - 3 No. 182, Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel R. A. ROBERTS,
; . __’_w_‘_*_____,_....»——# R ’ R.E., District Engineer, Madura, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E.,
. ' - _,.wm"“’M V ' Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madura,
’ .7 // { : ‘ ~ 31st January 1874, No. 4,625 :— . )
) A/ 3 % PR, . It is with si hat I have the honour to report a fatal accident on
: o 4 Ay SHITRE T is with sincere regret tha p
: ; 7od / Df {151 ﬁ @«)‘J ‘1b t Lo ‘ . the Goodaloor Ghaut V\Vorks. The
. ‘\')0 Ui 1 Copy of a letter froE t(;xe Exlt‘é!lltivg?’?“g;:f:r enclosed letter from Lieutenant Greer,
; @ * A ial duty, ra, 0. ’ .
; U B L] C WO RK S, A 2gth8%?;3aryulg74. = - R.E., under d?te 26th .mst;.mt, No. 637,
" P ' gives every information in regard to
~3 P this unfortunate occurrence and leaves little therefore for me to add here. .
L { : %; / / / . [5:’\:,:;: ’ 2. 1 think it only due however to Lie.utenant Greer .to mention that th,e
‘ ﬂ? A ’/I*' /zfl\/ ! \( ’ | Government may feel satisfied that no precaut.lon has been omitted on that officer’s
1o h / ﬁ b y part to prevent such a catastrophe as that which has happened. .
’ / / ¢ ~. j 3. During my recent visit to the ghaut, on one day of which no less than
VL . 64 charges were successf ully fired, 1 had the means of observing the practice in
o ~v gt " T force, and of assuring myself that every precaution was taken, by duly warning
[ o the coolies at work, to prevent accident. Indeed all the working parties are kept

K ) .7 , . e seninli d nothing but wilful disobedience of orders

, P ars, Nl under strict military disciplive, an ey, .

) f/(’/ z//ﬁ? AT L:{?Z . could l:ar:: 1;1;1 to tl};e disaster, nor, on the other hand, without such discipline,
‘ Y could so many hundred tons of rock have been blasted without any kind of

! accident whatever, as has been the case heretofore. . -
- 4. - Ihave onlyin conclusion to add that the proceedings drawn up in the

form given at page 383 of the Circular Standing Orders of the Public Works
) ° i ived f the Ezecuti
1 Department will be sent s0 800D as the same is received from the Executive

N Engineer on special duty-

~

, : i ial duty, Madura District, to

gt . 'FR. R.E., Executive Engineer on specia ¥, .

‘}*, From Lx;l}tenant LtIC G]I:xilln; A. ROBERTS, R.E., District Engineer, Madura, dated Camp
rentenant- January 1874, No. 637.

at Coomulie Tavalum, 26th . )
: i tone and killed

L. ve to inform you that a cooly was hit by a s
It is with decp regret that I1ha a4 coly s 1k 1y 1 stne and ied

. the afternoon of t ons
:}l: the. Gooilalogr Sha:;t ‘:’ﬁrvl;: :ncaused by his own recklessness, a8 there was a large tree within
ere 1s no doubt his ded

lace himself he would not
. . . 1 if he had only taken the trouble fo p
about 10 fee-t of bim, beh.mi W;;?lh ;nly taken the precaution of looking at the place where the
have_been hit, or even if he ¢ distance (about 200 feet and a height of about 30
?lastmg was going on, h? “:)lst ing the stone (about }rd cubic foot
eet above the blasting poin . :

el 1t AL D gal > S

at a gufficien :
o have removed to one side on see

S
s;f_

l( ‘ . 1n size) comingA towards .hlm- Lo cooly ought not to have been as close as he was, as my orders to
; l | 2. At the same‘txme the ¢ the blasting, and who actually sees every hole loaded and fired
4 M.r. Tapp, the person 1n char%e fire to the fuze every one except the operator should be at least
himself, are that ** before sctUnE on all sides to warn passers-by,”” but of course it was

S X be set .
r:u'j «/ ' < 200 .yards distance, :.md men sh;“}li rictly adhered to when cover was obtainable at a clo‘ser
\ n?t intended that this rule w;s 4 for 8 couple of minutes that he was ab‘out to fire, but that owing
N ! , ?ls:litnccz }i-hi says he; s:;leec'z:)gl?he could Dot see whether all the coolies had gone a sufficient
- to the thickness o e ] . ) '

distance or nt.” facts it is only necessary for me to state that one of the relations

3. Ilaving stated the abloved at apother part of the works, says that one of the maistries,

y - of the deceased, who was employe ing prevented him from going to a further distance ; this the
or ’ .

under whom the deceased WasW




i) i Lt ot it .
.

b e ddate e

£ e St S50

. granted to the widow of the deceased ; he was about 18 years old and married about six months.

TN

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
' 9th March 1874.

maistry denies, and fror inquiries made by the Police, among the coolies, I believe the accusation
to be unfounded ; but even if it were true the maistry never prevented him from getting behind
the tree which was within 10 feet of him, or of using his eyes.

4. The fact is that when I first commenced blasting operations here, about two years ago, it
was as much as I could do to get coolies to believe that if they obeyed my instructions, or rather
order, there would be no more danger in blasting than in felling trees, cte., but latterly they have ’
got 8o accustomed to what is in reality a danger, if caution is not used, that rather than hLide
behind a tree (of which there are plenty in the jungle) or other cover, they stand exposed to seo
a sight that they believe to be as good as a display of fire gvorks
5. Itis very unfortunate the above death happened just as I was congratulating myself
that the Ghaut Works had been finished without a single accident.

6. In conclusxon 1 recommend that sanction of Rupees 45 (which is six months’ pay) be

No. 183. ORDER tHEREON, Oth March 1874, No. 610.

Recorpep. The question of a gratuity
to the family of the deceased will be
taken into consideration on the receipt
of the promised apphcatxon in the prescribed form.

(True Extract.)

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 12.

Colonel, R.E., l

Secretary to Government, ‘

To the District Engineer, Madura.

Fxd. S. T. Austia.
Spare Copies
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