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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
6tk March 1874.

No. 147. Read the following letter from Colonel F. J. MOBERLY, R.E., Dis-
trict Engineer, Chingleput, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary
to Government, Public Works Department, dated Guindy, 10th February
1874, No. 3,011 :— AR

I mAvE the honour to request that I may be informed, whether by Local Fund

. , X 'Rule XLI it is intended that the Con-
g;ff{,fﬂfﬁf" 51:0'2'??1527” dffedg-?&d Jin'lst troller of Public Works Accounts shall
District Engr.’s ,, 2,921, ,, 80th ,, ,, supply executive agents other than
Controller’s ” 18, ,, 3rdFeb. .,  pyplic Works Officers with funds direct

or through Range Officers.

2. The following case has caused this reference. Under Locdl Fund Rule
XL., the duty of carrying out the work of the road from Chingleput to Surappen’s
choultry was transferred, with the approval of Government, from Public Works
to the Revenue Department. I hold that I have no further concern with this work.
Government order sanctioning its execution has not been communicated to me,
but I believe it has been sent to the Collector.

3. The Local Fund Board President reading Rule XL as I do, applied to the
Controller for Rupees 10,000, and that officer desired the Execu!:ive. Engineer to
send a cheque for the amount. .By departmental rules .the Ex'ecutwe Er.lgineer
applies to me every month to have such sums placed to h.xs credit .as he thinks he
can expend within the month, and the District Engineer 1s ca%led upon to prevent
any excessive demands. I happened to be with Mr. Lowry in camp, and on his
showing me the Controller’s letter, I desired him not to pay it, and myself ‘called
the Controller’s attention to Rule XLL—protested against his sending direct to the
Range Officer an order to pay so large a sum of money as was lia.tble considerayly
to hamper him in making payments for his own work, and this without any notice
to us, either of sanction for the road having been accorded, or of the probability
of 50 large a demand being made ; as the road had only just been begun, if indeed
it was begun at all, if was impossible that any money could be really due.

4. The Controller however insists on this course being pursued, and I have
desired Mr. Lowry to send the Sub-Collector a cheque; but very great difficult may
occur if such a demand is made as suddenly toward the end of the year. I enclose
copies of the letters which have passed, for reference. I fail to understand why
my Range Officer should be treasury officer to another department, in favour of
whom, according to this precedent, our rules are suspended.

5. Any comparison between our work and that of the Revenue Agent will
be very unfair if this be admitted. The Local Fund Board have blamed us for the
delay in executing the work, which was really to be attributed to our not having
received any sanction.

No. 148. ORrpER THEREON, 6th March 1874, No. 591.

Tre District Engineer of Chingleput
has imperfectly read Local Fund Rule
No. XLIL, referred to in his letter. It
states that the Controller is to supply the Civil Agent entrusted with the execution

ACCOUNT, No. 5.
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Proceedings of the 8Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Gth March 1874,

of a Local Fund work as he does in the case of expenditure of Public Works Funds
(Imperial or Provincial) by -civil officers.” If Colonel Moberly was not already
aware how the latter® fands were supplied, he should have accepted the Controller’s
explanation of the method. . )

(True Extract.)

5

Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government.
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