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Iroceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, -
ond March 1874 -

Read the following letters:—

'N».16.  From T. MOSS, Esq., Officiating Controller of Public Works

’

' No.17.  From the samé Officer, dated I

. wrote to my P

© Accounts, that 80 8
. a8 to the materia
" really practica_b‘ne as
. tion Works, it is in

. in the inquiry, as W
* Provinces an

: preparation of Capita

* then have becn able to postpone the departure of

" the purposes indicated.”

Accounts, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government,

Public Works Department, dated Fort St. George, 14th November 1873, .

No. 5,276.

1 mave the honour to report for the information of Government, that Lieute-
nant Christie, R.E., Deputy Controller, loft Madras yesterday for Calcutta, to mect
and consult the Accountant General, Public Works Department, regarding the
1 and Revenue Accounts of Irrigation Works.

p. §.—I have just received G. O. of the 12th instant to which I reply in a

sépardte letter.

st

ort St. George, 14th November 1873,
No. 5,288. '

[ nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of G. O. of the 12th instant,
end to express my regret that it did not reach me a day earlier, for I should
Lieutenant Cliristie, who left

for Calcutta yesterday. I trust however to be able to satis{y 1lis Excellency in
Council that I had good reason to beliove that the arrangement made was in
accordance with the intentions of the Madras Government.

Y 2. Onthe 14th March 1873, in No. 168, the Chief Engineer for Irrigation

redecessor as follows :— .
dersigned bhas the honour to inform the Controller, Public Works
oon as Lieutenant Christie, has obtained full information
have to work, and therefore as to what is

' ¢ 'The un

1s upon which he will

tended that he shall proceed to Calcutta to confer with the
1, Public Works Department, as to the results to Le sought for
ell as to ascertain the progress made in the North-West
d Punjab in arrangements having a similar object in view.

¢t The Controller is therefore requested in due course to rcport when it is
copsidered that tlie time has arrived for Lieutenant Christie to visit Calcutta for

- Accountant Genera

|
- On the 25th July 1873,* I wrote to
* No. 2,402 * the Chief Engincer az follov:r's —
e to your memorandum No. 168, of the 14th March 1873,
Licutenant Christie will be ready to consult you by the 15th proximo preparatory
to procceding to Simla to confer with the Accountant General, Public Works

Department. - If you are likely to be at Ootacamund during the ensuing month
Licutenant Christie will join you there.”
In reply to the above, Colonel Mullins informed me on the 7th August * that

as ho bad arranged to leave Ootacamund
¢ No. 486. o . necti

~ on inspection duty, he would not be

utenant Christie till 10th or 12th of September and then in Madras

« Vith referenc

able to see Lie
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regards details in making out the financial returns of Irriga- -
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r roceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
2nd March 1374.

As the Accountant General, Public Works Department, had by telegraph * inquired
when Lieutenant Christie would reach
Simla, I reported,t to him the result of
the above correspondence with Colonel
y o Mullins, adding that—

[ consider it absolutely necessary that he (Lieutenant Christie) should first
(':onsult the Chief Engincer in order that there may le complele agrecment between the
ms{ructe’ons of the Local Government and the arrangements that may be considered
desirable and bracticable by Lieutenant Christie.” ‘

3. From the underlined portion of the above quoted passage it will be
&pparent that, judging from the Chiof Engineer’s letter quoted in nuly 2nd para-
graph, and regarding him, in his position of Joint Sceretary, as the mouth-piece, 0
to speak, of the Madras Government, I acted in good faith, and considered that
I was simply giving effect to the intentions of the Madras’Government. I can

on] 5 oo
y expreas my deep regret that circumstances, as explained, led me to a wrong
conclusion,

* Of 29th July 1873.

t No. 2,924 of 13th August 1873,

4. Thave little more to add. The whole subject was discussed between

Colonel Mullins and Licutenant Christie in Scptember last, and then, after consult-

ing the first mentioned officer, I wrote®

the following to the Accountant

(€1 .. - General, Public Works Department:-—-

_ ave this day conversed with the Clief Engineer of Irrigation, who has

discussed with Licutenant Christie all matters connected with financial returns,

and that we are all of ,opinion that the discussion with you on the subject may
now take place at any time you may fix,” ] .

To this the Accountant Gencral replied* by fixing the first week of December

‘ next for the meeting in Calcutta. The

matter stood thus till the 18th Qctober

‘When Lieutenant Christie heard that he was required to join the Camp of Exerciso
' January next. As he was naturally anxious to have time to prepare for Military
duty after Lis return from Caleutta, [ telegraphed to the Accountant General to
know whether the mecting could not take place earlier than the first week of De-
Ce.mber. ~In his reply the Accountant General fized on the 25th November, and 50
Lieutenant Christie has gone, taking advantage of the first P, and 0. Stear'ner in
order that before the meeting with the Accountant General he may have time to
ook if{tO the working of the Controller’s Office in Bongal in respect to Capital
and Revenue Accounts, ete. ) :

* No. 3,807 of 18th Scptember 1873,

* No. 278 L, of 26th September 1873,

No.. 18, Orper THCREON, 20d March 1874, No. 529. o t;oller’s
: the Con
E - . It would appear from \ "
STABLISIIMLNT, No. 1. letter that in dealing with the question

of Lieutenant Christie’s deputation to
Caleutta, the Chief Engineer for Irrigation lost sight of the fact that the Govern-

_ Toent of Madras objected, under date the 29th September 1871, t . tead
ton of their officers of the Control Department to the Accounta/mt'General inste X
of to the Local Government. 'The step therefore taken by him without referenc

~ - - ale on the
to GOVermpent of authorizing Lieutenant Christic’s departure to Calcutta

-

.
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o the subordina-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public YWorks Department,
2rd Llarch 1674, ‘

\

requisition of the Accountant General has tended to place the Government in a

false position ; a mistake which must in future be avoided.
2.- The Chief Engineer for Irrigation and Controller will therefore invariably

submit for the orders of Government any future requisitions of the kind made by

the Accouutant General of the Public Works Department, and report will now be

madc whether the object of Lieutenant Christie’s late deputation to Calcutta has

been attained during the limited timo that he has been enabled to spend there.

The subject of his privilege leave will also be brought forward again separately.
(True Extract.) :

- Colonel, R.E,

Secretary to Government.

To the Chicf Fngineer for Irrigation.
Oliciating Controller of Public Works Accounts,
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