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" on 308 running yards of the 12th mile of the Moka (Kurnool) road ; and -
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, preI;ared a contract ‘certificate, which the contractor refused to sign ag he dispy tod
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works ‘ Departmeny

24th February 1814.
-—-—m\_\;\
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No. 473. -, Read ‘hgain Be]]ax:y District Engineer’s report on the claimg of Co
. tractor Shaik Ibrahim, No. 1,614, of 19th January 1874, disposeq n;
in G. O., No. 194A; of 27th January :— ‘ oo
Read also Chief Engineer’s Memorandum on the claims of Contractoy AH Sait
No. 417, of 15t November 1873, and cther Papers disposed of in G ( )
No. 203, of 20th January 1874, : )
1IN the matter of Ali Sait’s claim in petition of 23rd June 1873, and jtg accom.
paniments, on which the Distriet Engineer of Bellary reports in No. 1,09 1, of 25&;
September, that ¢ there iy nothing into which he can inquire,” gnq recommeng,
payment of Rupees 51-9-7 oniy out of a total claim of Rupees 411-9-7, the Chieg
Engineer notes as follows, viz. :—
1. Under date the 9th August 1871, Mr. Supervisor Claridgo jnstructed Aj;

Sait to provide the following materials, viz, i—

57 cubic yards red gravel at Rupees 1 = Rupees.., 57 o 0
57, white ,, at Amnas 9= . 30 0
’ \

Rupees... 89 1 o

*

327 cubic yards red gravel at Annas 14 = Rupees 286 2 0

327 white ,, at , 7= 143 1

» - ‘ ———
Rupees... 499 3 o

the same to be laid on the road after it had been sectioned and picked up to 41,

depth of an inch, and afterwards to be well saturated w'ith water, spread oy, Witl]e )

sand, and rolled with a roller, for the rates above mentioned, and jt is Particyly,) t

stipulated that the 12th mile is to be done f'irst, afterwards the 11th mile, Y

2. Under date the 27th September 18)72, the Supervisor ordered the abovye

" work to be stopped, and similar work to be carried out from the 20d i), stong

towards the toll bar at the staff lines, on f;ompliztion of which work g to pro
gress towards the toll bar near the Scssions Court, _It Was also addeq that:
lengths of road already picked up, ready for new material, shoulq be comploteq

3. It is for the above specified work that the claims of Rupees gg and

- Rupees 300 are made, viz., Rupces 60 for the work on the 12th and 11t} Miles
?

and Rupees 300 for that from the 2nd mile stone onwards, -
4. In his order of the 13th January, 1872, it is stated that the Overseer 1, P

the rates. The District Engineer should procure the original o copy of that
" ve .
certificate ; also original or copy of the Contractor’s bill, which the S“PerVisor

© in letter of 27th January 1872, refused to sigo.

5. Itisremarked that on the 22nd February 1872, the Contractoy Was ordep, d
to resume work from the 2nd mile stone, and on the 7th March to stop it again -
o .

" Between that date and the 27th November 1872, when a petition wagq addreggeq

- to the Superintending Engincer, there are no papers extant,

The Contractor
then petitioned that on the 20th November he had been ordereq to Temovg ;.

~ gravel heaps on the road beyond the 2nd mile stone; although neithg, his claim
" of Rupees 300 for work done there, nor that of Rupees 60 for work oy the 11y,
" and 12th miles, nor his bills of Rupees 51-9-7 had been settled, - -
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Proceedings of the Madras C-v';;:;m;ent, Public Works Department,
' o4th Iebruary 1874
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6. The first thing to be done, as admitted by the District Engineer, is to
settle the passed bills of Rupees 26-0-7 and Rupees 29, the former of which is for
work done on 20th July 1871, for which part payment was made on 6th August.
Mr. Claridge will accordingly be called ou to show cause why they shiould not be
paid, and why they were not paid in 1871-72 or subsequently, and if it appears
they should now be paid, it shall be done by the Range Officer stopping the
amount from the Supervisor’s pay abstract for the month of November, leaving
Lim to recover the amount by application to the Local Fund Board for the neces-
sary funds, The payment must not be charged against repair allotments of the
current year, or shown as an advance in the Range Accounts.

7. The Supervisor’s argument against payment of the Contractor’s claims
for Rupees 60 on account of work done on the 11th and 12th miles, for which
the contract price of the entire work would have been Rupees 518-1-0, and of
Rupees 300 for work done near the ond mile stone, which was given him appa-
rently to compensate for the first contract having been stopped, will probably be
that the contract provided ouly for completed road repairs, and that he had nothing

to do with unspread gravel heaps; also that such work as might have been

alleged to be completed was not in conformity with the specification.

8. To the first plea, the answer is that the Supervisor on 27th September
1871 gave orders that only such portions of road as had been picked up since the
9th August should be completed ; he was bound thercfore to pay full value of the
Leaps of gravel not so utilized on the 11th and 12th miles. So with the gravel
not used up near the 2nd mile stone in completing road on the order of 22nd
Fcbruary 1872, which was cancelled on the 7¢h March,  As-to the other plea put
forward in the Supervisor’s docket, No. 677, of 27th January, his docket of 13th
January goes to show that it was an afterthought, the original difference having
arisen between him and the Contractor about contract rates.

9. Altogether, taking into consideration Mr. Claridge’s character as a very
indifferent Range Officer, the manner in which he gave aund cancelled so-called
contracts, and the apparently uncomplaining way in which the Contractor appears
to have submitted to any changes, however <udden and unaccounted for, the Chief
Engineer cannot rid himself of the impression that Ali Sait has not had fair play.
At any rate he cannot ‘agree with the District Engineer that there 13 no scope
for inquiry ; and he is disposed to think that Captain Edgcome will on further

) consideration agree with him, .

f -

10. Under thisimpression he therefore requests that officer to go fully into the

subject, and come to terms with Ali Sait as promptly as possible, to compensate .

tohim at least for the treatment which his petition of 27th November 1872 and its
enclosures have met with, which is simply inexcusable. Colonel Walker has
tak;n a great.; deal _of trouble to investigate the matter ; but it is District'Engineer’s
?}?ro:gtuCg;efh.E nginef;r’s‘ work, and he must request that similar work be not
]“mgineerlt)hat i:ihz;é:g'd He\Y‘takeg, the Op?ortunity czf reminding the District
requested that all e ¢ o..2,27'4, of 25th Sf?p.temoer 1872, the Government

q at all outstanding claims in the 3rd Division might be adjusted with-

out more of the delays which had
. so unfortunately cl teri C Wark
tmanagement of these districts, - g .. ey iracterized the Public Works
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
94th February 1874.

11. The necessary funds for satisfying the Contractor’s claims will probably
have to be obtained from the Local Fund Board, which may involve delay ; and
the Contractor should meanwhile be informed that they will be fully and fairly
investigated. )

Colonel Walker would further express his opinion that the so-called contract
system should not be applied on road repairs exceptas regards supply of materials,
the re-formation of the road surface should, in bLis opinion, be done departmentally.

(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,
Chief Engineer.

——————————

No. 474. ORDER THEREéx, 94th February 1874, No. 460.

I Orperep that Mr. Supervisor Claridge
be reduced to the rank of Orverseer

of the 2nd grado from date of his

cted, in consequence ofﬂ his connection with the

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 27.

relief, which will be promptly cffe
above claims,
2. Mismanagement like his would

ruptey, and cannot be tolerated. .
(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary lo Governmend.

To the District Engineer, Bellary.
,, Officiating Controller of Public Works :Accounts. ;
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soon drive the départment into bank-
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