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77 Proceedings of the ﬂladrds'\!Government, Public Worlks Department
‘ " '23rd February 1874, ' ’

Read the following papers :—

" ‘
No. 439. © From the District Engineer, Salem, dated 8th Dec. 1873 I\fo 116
No. 440.  From do. do. do. ,, 23rd y o , .124.
. ™, b2} 3

4
-

.

No. 441, O=rpER THEREON, 23rd February 1874, No, 443.

~ TEE evidence brought forward by
his Range Officer has been insufficient
‘ to convict Overseer

Naidoo of criminal breach of trust ; but the Magistrate has recorded iiz:e:z?:;snamlizo
ation of his accounts has shown discrepancies which prove something to have-
been wrong, and is strongly of opinion that his dealings have not been all fair
and above board, and that he has failed to clear himself of ‘the imputations made
against him. It is not improbably owing to the unadvised and precipitate manner
in which the prosecution was confiucted that the Overseer obtained an acquittal ;
but, considering that the evidence adduced was not such as to convict him arid’
that he is a man of long standing in the department with a character hitl’lerto
unimpeached, His Excellency the Governor in Council is unwilling to have

|  ESTABLISHMENT, No. o1, ]

* recourse to the extreme penalty of dismissal, which his conduct would have other- -

wise entailed. Under the circgmstances, it will be sufficient to degrade him to the
bottom of the 3rd grade. Employment for him will be found in some other

“« )

district where they may be a vacancy. .
2. The failure of the case, as above indicated, seems entirely attributable to

the District Engineer having neglected to arrange for its proper prosecution and
left it entirely to the Range Officer. His letter of the 20th October.to the address
of the Magistrate says nothing of provision of legal advice, and it remains to be
explained by him how he failed to communicate more fully with the Magistrate
on a matter in which the interests of Government were concerned, seeing especially

that they have the same head-quarters and may be presumed to be in constant

intercourse with one another upon public matters, '
(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,
' ' Secretary to Qovernment.
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To the District Engineer, Salem,
»s  Officiating Controller of Public Works Acoounts. '

Exd. E. C. Shunker, :
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