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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
27th April 1874. ‘

S . o ‘ ' : No. 340. Read the following endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated Madras, 8th April 1874, No. 214 :—

! From R. B. ELWIN, Esq., Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company,
to Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting
Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, 1st April 1874, No. 295.

I 54vE the honour to enclose, for submission to Government, the copies of two
; letters which I have received from Mr. A. Silbiger, the patentes of the self-working

gas apparatus. -
2. You will observe that Mr. Silbiger has offered to fit up and maintain in |

. {
‘ ' } ' e : R . g working order for three months eighty or more lights at the new Central Station,
; with a view to test the efficiency and economy of his invention, and has agreed to
g bear the entire cost ofthe experiment. A .
X 3. In the event of the apparatus proving successful in the matter of brillancy
| of light and economy of working, questions;¥hich are to be determined by ‘me or
g by any gentlemen I may nominate for the’purpose, the patentee stipulates that
the Company is to purchase from him the engine, etc., etc., ata fair valuation.
E 4. The terms are so entirely favourable to the Company, that after the
; discussion which I had tho pleasure to have with you at the Club this morning,
N . and after the receipt of Mr. Silbiger’s second letter promising to abide by my
decision in the event of any difference of opinion hereafter arising, I authorized
~ him to perfect Lis arrangements with as little delay as possible.
!
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¢
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5. I trust, under the circumstances, that the Governmént will be pleased to
accord their approval to this arrangement.

From A. SILBIGER, Esq.,to R. B. ELWIN, Esq., Agent.and Manager of the Madras Railway
Company, dated Atkinson’s Iotel, 30th March 1874.

Wirs reference to the conversation which we had at our interview to-day, I beg to submit the

following proposal :—
I shall fit and maintain in working order for three months cighty or more lighty as may b

_ desirable, at your Central Railway Station.

Every and all the expenses of the fittings and engines shall ba entirely incurred by me.
E i Should it be found satisfactory as to the brilliancy of light and the economy, the Company shall talge
A RAS ; over said engines and pipes for the sum of £320 for the engines, and Rupees 2 per current foot

of pipes including all items, . .
I will further guarantee for the good working of the engines for three years and give

eubstantial security and references. . . : d
Should the engine prove not successful all expenses of removing, making good any damage,

shall be incurred by me. ;
Soliciting an early reply, as my stay in Madras must be necessarily very short.

-

agor of the Madras Railway

© Company, dated Atkinson's Hotel, 1st April 1874.
Wirth reference to my letter of the 30th March, and to the conversation with you of to-day, I

-
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|
o | R % From A. SILBIGER, Esq, to R. B. ELWIN, Esq., Agent and Man
!
¢
d

. ; ) . - - . - , . - . beg tO add_‘ : - .
' : . : - g | : That the price of the engine shall bo dotermined by you or the gentlemen you may appoint

. : for it, ‘also the excellency of the working of the engine and the economy a.ha.ll be judged by
' { you or ‘the gentlemen you may appoint for this purpose; and I declare with the present to
faithfully accept your dictum in this matter, and, finally, I promise to accept your terms, whatever

they may be, in any difference that may hereafter arise.
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: Proceedings of the Madras Govemment Publw Works Dcpaftment
: 27th April 1874.

SusyrrTED for the approval of Government, »

2. Ibhave been in communication with the Railway Authorities upon the
ubject of Mr. Silbiger’s proposal, and satisfied myself that the terms offered were

inusually favourable to the Company. As Mr. Silbiger was anxious for an early r

wswer, I recommended the Agent to accept his proposals in anticipation of the
ipproval of Government. |
(Signed)  J. H.'M. SIIAW-STEWART, Licut.-Colonel, R.E.,

Consulting Engineer for Lailways. .

o

Oxprr THEREON, 2Tth April 1874, No. 1,075.

Np. 341,

Tue accepfance of Mr. Silbiger’s -
proposals is approved. Dut it is request- -
ed that a description of Mr. Silbiger’s:
modus operandi and machine may be submitted for information. He will doubtless
‘have printed papers of the same. ’

RAILWAY, No. 52.

(True Extract)
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Colonel, R.E.,
Secrelary to G’owrnment
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