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| fPrqceede'ngs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
] | JYath September 1874, 2
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No. 385 Read the following“i;etl:er f'rpn} Major the Honorable E. R. BbURKE,
Postmaster General, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to
-+ Government, Public Works Department, dated Ootacamund, 20th August

“71874, No, 945-1,877 :— = T

|
% ,
|

honor to report. that 1 have intimated fé the Consulting Engineer that it would be
best if reports of accidents, detentions, or interruptions to the Railway mail service
causing detention to the mails, ‘were reported both to the Superintendent Travel-
ling Post Office and to my JOﬂice as well. The Superintendeht Travelling Post
Office is directly responsible for the Railway Postal service only, but has no control
' over all other lines or offices affected by the interruption. :

f toChlonel G. W. Walker, Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
| explains that notices of the breaks at Vaniembady and Camalpore were reported
to me, and consequently draws the deduction in paragraph 4 that my letter
No. 491-1,877 must have been written * under a misapprehension.”

not reported at all, but complained that it was not reported sufficiently garly, and
that the news of both the breaks at Vaniembady and Camalpore was gleaned from
the public newspapers many hgﬁurs after both breaks had caused considerable
'§ detentions of the mails both ways. | ]

4.. In paragraph 2 of my letter, No. 491-1,877, to Secretary to Government,
' Public Works Department, I pointed out that the break at Vaniembady was not
reported to me for several days after it occurred. Istill adhere to this state-

- ment,

at Camhalpore, which occurred on the 16th June 1874, had not up to the 23rd

| June been reported. . o .
6. I beg to append a copy of letter which was addressed from my office to

the Agent and Manager, Madras Railway, on the 17th June (the day after the acci-

I - 17th June, (* Overland mails will suffer no detention. * Church is at break super-
{ intending arrangements. Throvzh communication will be restored in a week,”)
appears to be a reply to the letter referred to“above. Itwill be seen, therefore,
. that this telegram, which both Mr. Elwin and the Consulting Eungineer endeavour
. to construe into the officel report of the accident, was mot so, but a reply to

inquiries from my office respecting the possible detention of the outward over-

v

land mail. . S | .
7. Under these cifcumstances, it appears to me that the Consulting>Edgineer

| is *n error, and that he, not me, has written under a misapprehension.
* &' The fact that the news of both breaks was first gleaned from the publie
newspapets is undoubted, which is proof positive that early intimation’ of both

. either by the (ansulting Engineer or Agent, Madras R_ailway'. I was therefore
t- oblige1 to ask Government ‘to i .sue orders that in future this serious defect should

‘  Inteply to Government Order, No. 2,180, dated 7th August 1874, 1 have the

9. The Consulting Engineer, in his letter No. 421, of 18th J ufy, addresseiff ’

3. Ibeg to point out that I never said that the break at Vaniembady was

5. In the same pa.r:agraph of the same letter I reported that the accident ~

. dent); Mr. Elwin’s telegram‘to me, referred to by the Consulting Engineer, dated .

accidents and consequent detention to the mails had not been given to my office
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Pioceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
17th September 1874.

Copy of a letter from Postmaster General, Madras, to Agent and Manager, Madras Rail- )

way, No. 3,248-1,877, dated 17¢th June 1874.

WitH reference to the break on the North-West Line of the Madras Railway, announced in
the Madras Times this morning, I have the honor to draw your attention to the fact that this ig
the homeward Overland mail day, and to request that you will be g0 good as to take all necessary
steps for the mails despatched by this evening's train being in time for the train leaving Raichore
for Bombay to-morrow at 12.10 noon, and that, if necessary, the Great Indian Peninsula Railway
Authorities be communicated with to ensure the train leaving Raichore for Bombay to-morrow,
waiting a while, if possible, for the mail train leaving Madras this evening.

(Signed) J. D=sCASTER,
for Postmaster General.

-

No. 386. OrDER THEREON, 17th September 1874, No. 2,660.

' OzpeRED to be recorded.
RAILWAY, No. 44. [ 2. Adverting to paragraph 5 of

Licutenant-Colonel Shaw-Stewart’s letter
; printed with G. O., No. 2,180, dated 7th August 1874, it is observed that future
: interruptions should be reported by Zelegraph to the Postmaster General and to the

: Superintendent of Travelling Post Offices. ' -

(True Extract.)

1. ' ‘
; Colonel, R.E,,
{ h - R d
- Secretary to Government.

)

I

To the Postmaster General. .
»» Consulting Engineer for Railways,
s»»  Fublic Department.,
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