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- Bro v !dmgs of the Madras Goyer ”"_‘?{Zfz Public 1Works Department,
PR Sl T Lth  Sevtenber: 1874, S
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e n o

No. 374, ‘Read the following endorgement ;f the Deputy Secretary to tho
" Government of India, Public Works Department, No. 1,945-R :—
’Despa,tchx from the Goverrment, ofIndia, Public Works Department, (Railway,)
to the Secretary of State for India, dated Fort William, 15th August 1874,
No.149-R. .. "~~~ '~ ] \
.. WrrH reference to'patagrap‘h 10 of o'i; Railway Despatch "No. 75, dated 13th
July 1871, and the Duke of Argyll’s rep. 1/ No. 84-R, of 12th June 1873, we have
the honor to forward, for your Lofd%\in’;ﬁ;information and for orders, copies of
letters received from the Madras Go7'+'fﬁgent, contaning a proposal submitted by
the officers of the Company to conver? the openline of the Carnatic Railway from
Arconum to Conjeveram, 183 miles in length, from the 3 feet 62 inches gauge to
the metre gauge, and to extend it to Chingleput, a distance of 21 miles, ,

2. This extension will make a Junction with the line to Cuddalore, and by
saving the detour by Madras have the advantage of accelerating the Europe mail
traffic between Pondicherry and places to the south, wita Bombay. The estimated
cost of the extension is about 104 lakhs, including rolling stock. The estimated
cost of the conversion of the Arconum-Conjeveram length from 3 feet 62 inches to

~ metre gauge has not yet béen reported to us; but it will be comparatively small.

- 3. The alternatives to the proposa]s: of the Madras Government are: (1), to

dismantle and abandon the Arconum to Conjeveram line; (2), to convert it to -

broad gauge; (3), ?}]ﬁve it an isolated narTow gauge lipe. None of these alterna-
tives commend th “SMves to us. We agree, therefore, with the Madras Govern.
ment, and recommedd to “your Lordship for early and favorable consideration, the
construction of a metre gauge railway from Arcontm to Chingleput, in the
manner proposed. The Madras Government, it will be seen, are anxious that this
section should be completed sicultaneotsly with the line between Madras and
Cuddalore. ' ) ‘ #

Cory forvarded to the Government
of Madras for information, with refer-

e et ey,

No. . 935, dated 10th April 1874,
- 4th - -

2 s » ’ 3 B

2 == .,  SthJune , ence touhe letters from that Govern-
o 1,900, ,, 15thJuy . * N .

» =, . 18 , ment noted in the margin,

. _(Signed) H. DRUMMOND, Colonel R.E,,
. o R ;,,‘ Deputy Secretary.

vt

Ozor THEREOX, 17th September;;i874, No. 2’654.
RAILWAY, No. 43.
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