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t R Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
! S 10th January 1874 | . ‘ o

! No. 100.  Read tho following letter from Captain J. PENNYCUICK, RE,
, o District Engineer, North Arcot, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. MULLINSi S
3 R.E., Chief Engineer for Irrigation, dated Vellore, 1st November 1873 o S
No. 2,434 :— . o L B , ’ T
Wirn reference to paragraph 7 of your Memorandum, No. 585.A., of 31.& - L
- September last, printed with G. O., -
One copy of letter. No. 2,436, of 4th ultimo, I have th;( 4
_honour to forward a copy of letter received from Mr. O’Shaughnessy through the
District Engineer of Tanjore, on the subject of the restoration of Grzzme’s and

Sadarkhan’s Tanks. .
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Engineer, Tranquebar, to Captain I. E. MEAD,

' From J. O'SHAUGHNESSY, Esq,, Executive
ed Tranquebar, 21st October 1873, No. 316.

B.E., District Engineer, Tanjore, dat

1 gave tue honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Memorandurh; dated the 15tﬁ instant,
- No. 530, enclosing copy of paragraph 7 of G. 0., dated 11th August 1869, No. 2,643, G. O., dated
4th October 1873, No. 2,436, and letter from the District Engineer, North Arcot, dated 13th

October 1873, No. 2,253, calling up

restoration of the Greeme’s and Sadarkhan
2. It is about five years since I reported upon these works, and I am not sure that I recollect
" pow all the circumstances connected with them and upon which my report was made, but I ‘
believe the following account of them will not be far wrong. D ‘

3. The Greme’s Tank (s0 called after the name of a Collector who had it formed) is at £he .
foot of the western slope of the range of hills along which the railway runs between the Vellore
and Gooriattum Stations, and about three miles‘from the town of Gooriattum ; it is formed by a .

. dam about 500 feet in length thrown across & ravine which separated a small detached hill from a
. X 7 ‘

* gpur of the principal range.

on me to state the grounds upon which I reported the
Tanks in the North Arcot District to be impracticable. L
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4. The dam appears to have been built on the loose sandy soil of the ravine, and the ;vater
' it was collected ; the tank could at no time hold more water

percolated under it almost as fast a8
y acres of land, but its capacity was so much reduced by’

!

{ ‘ ' ;

i : than would be required for perhaps twent :
‘ hed downpour the neighbouring hills, that at the time of inspec- -

the large quantity of deposit was ’
d this only if the bank was watectight. .

X tion it could not supply more than
5. 1 do not recollect how the ters: ¢ restoration”’ could hiave been applied to this work, but

about ten acres, an
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, it was probably used by the Revenue Department in bringing the state of the work to notice.
: ) The bank was, it may be said, in a8 good order as ever it was, and unless the removal of the acres
of deposit from the bed was thought of, the term ¢ pestoration’’ wag misapplied. .. L
6. There were two Ways by which the work could be improved ; the first would be to construct Lo
o new dam with a puddle wall, which shpuld be in one place at least thirty feet high ; this would - o
prevent leakage and secure the present gupply for use a8 required, but the capacity of the tank el
* wag so small, and the certainty that it would every day become smaller and smaller, the supply of
water it would secure would not be anything like worth the cost of securing 1t - L i
7. Tho second way wouh’i:be to enlarge the capacity of the tank by raising the proposed new R
dam six feet above the level of the old one, and constructing a new dam about 1,000 feet in length . .
porth of the detached hill (the ground here being about the same level as the old bank, the .~ - %
extension to ﬁigher ground would be pecessary in order to utilize the increased height of the new \ S L
dam) ; thé objection, to this was that a good deal of valuable land would be flubmerged, and that the = ~ -
extra gtorage would not be worth the cost ; it was, 1 believe, s‘hown also ,.ht.hat the land under the .-
tank was not sufficient to justify any large expenditure {i,'storing more water for it. o o :
8. The Sadarkhan Tank is on the same slope of the same range of hills and a little gouth o o
" of the Grzme’s Taok ; it is formed by 2 dam yhich q?unect.s Lwo spurs :f-‘ﬂ.xe maip range of hills; . o
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S 10tk Januar/ 1874.

it is hlgh up the gorge its watershed is very hmlted and its capacity camnot be xncreased 3 .
i except at very gxeat cost ; it is worthwhile perhaps to keep the work in repair, but nothmg -
1 furtherc can be done with it. ETE ‘ [

. . No. 101 ORDER THEREON, IOth January 1874, No. 48.

' OrpERED to be recorded with refer- . ‘

T

< ‘ 'IRRIGATI No. 9. -, ‘ “ ‘ )
: G OV ° . ~ence. to G. 0., 4th October 1873, \
. . No.2436. The Government consxder , o

- that the restoration or 1mprovement of Grmme s and 'Sadarkhan’s Tanks, in the

Lo North Arcot District, is not likely to be advantageous, and paragraph 7 of G. O, ,
N o. 2,643, of the 11th August 1869 may be considered to be disposed of. S '
yo T ” (True Extract ) g
é ’ * . " .I
3 C |
Colonel, R.E., %
S Secrelary to Qovernment,
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