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Proceedings of the Madras Governmmt Publzc Works Department
o g 3rd December 1874 ' -

+

‘ i\"OQ 42' : Read the following Ietter from Lreutenant Colonel J H. M SHAW.V .

STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for ‘Railways, to Colonel G. W,
¢ WALKER, R.E,, Secretary to Government, Public \Vorks Department
dated Madras, 16th November 1874 No. 696'—-— ‘

I HAVE the honor to lay before Gover nment a letter® from the Agent of the
Madras RaﬂWay, in which Mr. Elwin

: brings to notice the refusal, on the part =
of Mr, Lawder, of the Travellmg Post Office Department, to allow the outward

. No. 981 3151: October 1874,

overland mails, which left Madras on the 924th ultimo, to be taken forward from

the south bank of the (‘heyaur river upon the 29th idem, when urged to'do so by the’ K
Rallway Officers upon the spot and by the Head Assistant Collector of Cuddapah

: "2, Mr. Lawder’s action in the matter might have entailed consxderable incon-
vemenoe 1'pon the public by causing still farther delay in the transmission of the

.~ mails in questlon and, before laymg the m
o ., Mr Elwin’s letter was gent to the Post-

.* No. 9’787,'4'232' 14th November'1‘874!-
‘ S . jsenclosed. = e
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Frt}m R.. B ELWIN qu o Agent and Manager of the Madra,s Rai‘lvrayVCompany, to Lieutenant-

Colonel J. H. M. SHAW- ST EWART R.E, Consultmg Engxneer for Raxlways, dated Madras‘ :

31st October 1874 No. 981." o E

"I mave the honor to mform you that I learn from Mr- Anderson who arrxved in Madraa Iast ,

mght that the outward overland mail whxch left Madras on Saturday the 24th mstan’s remained

on the south bank of the Cheyaur river yesterday mornmg when be was leavmg for Raj a.mpet,t, ;

2, Mr. Anderson states that he left Cuddapah with the mward mail at 12-30 P.M. 0D
Thursday, and reached the south bank of the Cheyaur river at about ‘half past 2 o'clock. He
there met Mr. Atkinson, the Head Assistant Collector of Cuddapah, and at once informed bim that

!pecxal train which was ready to start, and that Mr. Haworth, the Resident Engineer, who was
. going to travel in the specml would render every asmstance in gettmg the maxls across the
Paupumee. . ) B i wa

i .

3. From Camelapore Mr. Anderson told Mr.

| ‘departure of the mail steamer on Monday next.

4. Mr, Atkmson at once communicated theae arrangements to Mr Lawder Of the Tta.velhng‘- ‘

Post Office Department 'who however declined o move in the matter, stating that he hed mo |
to allow the mails to be taken forward even when . -

ibility upon 'his own shoulders:. The mails were -
therefore, as I bave before gtated, left on the gouth side of the Cheyaur when Mr. Anderson starhed“ :
“yesterday mornmg, and for what we know to the contra,ry there they remam to the present tlme. o

authority to do so, and he persisted in refusing
Mr. Atkinson offered to take the whole responsi

5.. Makmg every allowance for. the unsettled gtate of affairs which at presett unfortuna.tely

. exists, I caonot think that there is any excuse for. the Postal Anthoritles baving refused to make -
b’ the oﬁcers of the Company ‘bad arranged with -,

use of the temporary means of transit whic
considerable trouble. * 1t appears to me to show at Jeast a want of orgamzatmn. in the department,

master General .Major Bourke’s reply*

atter before Government, a copy of

‘the outward mails could be crossed to the. north side ‘of the river on 3 raft whlch wa3 then avml-;.‘ .
able for the purpose, that they could be conveyed to the gouth side of the I’aupugnee river by a -

Atkmson that the packets could be taken on \“, -

L - " to Moodanoor by another special train which had been arranged and that there was po reason to
‘ doubt that they could be got on from that station in. ampla txme to reach Bombay before the

and I thmk it my dnty to brxng the matter to tho notxce of Government especlally as I havg' ,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
3rd December 1874.

‘ ) . . k4
received numerous telegrams requesting me to accelerate, in every possible way, the transmission
of the mails to their destination.

From Major the ITonorable E. R. BOURKE, Postmaster-General, to Lieutenant-Colonel J, H. M.
SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Ra.llways dated Madras, 14th

November 1874, No. 9,787-4,232. S

In reply to your No. 1,025, dated 4th November 1874, I beg to say that the Agent, Madras
Railway, kindly sent me a copy of his letter, No. 981, dated 318t October 1874, reporting the cir-
cumstances of Mr. Lawder’s action in not forwarding the overland mails on the occasion referred to.
1 beg to enclose you a copy of my reply to Mr. Elwin. ‘

9. I have already forwarded Mr. Elwm g letter to the Chief Superintendent, Travellmg
Post Office, and have also requested Mr. Sheridun, the Chief Superintendent, Travelling Post Office,
to remove Mr. Lawder from the Travelling Post OJice. Such utter want of judgment as displayed
by him being, in my opinion, inexcusable. Fortunately, the overland mail in question was not
detained ; but no thanks are due to Mr. Lawder, who did his best to detain u;

No. 43. Orper THEREON, 3rd December 1874, No. 3,390,

: O=rDERED to be recorded, "
RAILWAY, No. 5. - 2. It would appear that the Post-
master-General has taken prompt and
ffcient notice of the neglect of the officer of the Travelling Post Office Depart.
ment to avail himself of the means of forwarding the overland mail placed at his
disposal by the Chief Engineer of the Madras Railway.

(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Government,

To the Consulting Engincer for Railways.

Exd. S. T. Austin.
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