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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, v
' 11tk February 1874. ' :

X Read the following papers:—
No. 187. - From Lieutenant-Colonel J.H. M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Con-

. sulting Engineer for Railways, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R E., Secre- .
tary to Government, Public Works Department,” dated Madras, 19th
December 1873, No. 632. - : )

Durixe March 1873, I was addressed by the Agent of the Carnatic Railwé.y
Company regarding the reservoir in the town of "Madrasknown as the Spur Tank.
The Chief Engineer of the Company was under the .impression that the abandon-
ment of this tank, and the demolition of its bund, were in contemplation ; and
his object in bringing the subject forward was to point out the importance of an
early decision, inasmuch as the Company’s line runs through the bed of the tank,
and if it is to be maintained as a reservoir a high and costly embankment would
be necessary, which could be dispensed with if the tank were abandoned. :

2. The Railway Authorities were under the impression that the Municipality
T,ad moved in the matter, and I therefore addressed the President of the Municipal
Commission in order to know what action had been taken; and whether any
decision had been arrived at. o . ‘

3. Mr. Loch’s reply,* with accompaniments, is enclosed. It will be seen.
M ' ' that, during the year 1872, a sugges-
tion to abandon the Spur Tank as a

reservoir was brought to the notice of the Municipality by the Inspector-General
of the Indian Medical Department, the suggestion being based upon arguments
connected with the sanitary improvement of the town and the public convenience.
The ;n'atte; was refgrre.d by the Eresiden't of the Municipal Commission for the
- opinion of the Collector'of Madras, who, in reply, sent a copy of a report by his
Deputy Collector, in which Mr. Ragoonatha Row gave a decided opinion against
any interference with the tank. Among .otl.xer reasons for this opinion he stated
that he had consulted the Sanitary Commls?smner, who disapproved of the proposal
upon the ground ¢ that if the tank be ruined the neighbourhood would become

o * No. 101, dated 8th April 1373.

‘. Jess healthy, if not unhealthy, and the deterioration ~f value of the land will be

considerable, and all the wells and ?ther sources Of, water would be materially
injured, and their water mad? brackish.

4. " This decided opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner’s, thus quoted by the
Deputy Collector, te;ndet} _to“_?revent me f"rom laying bef?re Governmex_lt any pro- .
nnected with the abandonment of the tank ; butit afterwards seemed that

t have been some misapprehension upon Mr. Ragoonatha Row’s part ; and
er precautions were taken to provide for the erection of a good class of
he land forming the bed of the tank, or to lay out part of it as a
tion ground, all objections from a sanitary point of view would
disappear. I accordingly addressed |
: Dr. Cornish, and from his reply* it will
be seen that he was m’isuflderstood by the Deputy Collector, and that he is in no wa
. o ‘ opposed to the proposed abandonmnt
) Prozfg fti"ﬁ&f g::o?;mfg;:?», Illve:.exleleo’;?epa;rt- Zi the tanlf: H.e refers me to the opinion
 14th € o pressed in his letter,t dated the 26th -

posal co
there mus
that if prop
'ljouses upon t
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Proceedings- of tbg Madras Government, Public Works Departn;enl;
11¢th February 1874.

‘May 1873, to the effect that *‘ as'a source of water-supply the tank is so insigni-
ficant that if the ground were wanted for other purposes it right be given up '
without injury to the health or convenience of the inhabitants of Egmore.” ,

5. 1 have now no hesitation in ‘asking that the advisableness of abandoning :

the Spur Tank and demolishing its bund, may be taken into consideration by the -

Government. In doing so I'begto draw attention to the principal circumstances |
connected with it as a reservoir; the large extent of land it covers as compared” :
* with the very small quantity of water stored in it; the small extent of land irriga-
ted from it, which has lately been still further reduced by the operations of the !
Carnatic Railway Company ; the number of mouths durine which the tank is dry, '
or nearly 80, and the manner in which its bed is utilized du:ino" those months as a
public latrine; the generally flthy condition of its water, and the abundant supply
of godd water from the Red Hills which is now availabI; toall the neighbouring
houses and lands. Taking these facts into consideration, it seems to m: that the
abandonment of t_he tank would be a public benefit, and ;hat the accomplishmént :
of this is only a question of time. . .
8. ) The Carnatic Railway Company aro‘deeRl)’ interested in the question of
its early abandonment, and i.t would be a matter for recret if the mecasure were
determined on affer the construction of their line ; inasrroluch as, in that event‘ not
only would the cost of the embankment through the tank-bed b’e entirely thr’oWn
away, but 2 heavy gradient, 1 in 200, would bo .unneccssarily forced upon the
~ Company in a most awkward position, close to thejr goods yard The railway
crossing at Gunga Reddy’s road would also negessitate the constru;tion of steep
embanked approaches, which could be dispensed " with if the tank were DOW -
-abandoned. , : S
7. Upon these {;rounds I trust that IIis Excellency in Council will take the.
question of abandoning the tank into favourable consideratio‘n Pending the
decision Of.Governrf)eptI have asked the Railway Authorities .to suspencol that
part of. their operations which is dependent upon. the. comstion ot e, and I
golicit the favour of early instructions, Teskion YL
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From Suré::ng- ;‘- SOfIN;?&‘g.SRf%‘s‘; Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to Lieutenadt™ '
- ART, R.E. : ted :

Madras, 13th December 1873, No. 2 “.HR ., Consx.xltmg Engineer for Railways, date k

: ; HAI“r:lx:ei(;zurhz ;:}C}nowledge receipt of your letier No. 1,227 of 12th December 1873-
last e.ar in which ho desire?l 1: conversation with the Deputy Collector of Madras some time i
dr J opinion generally on the subject of the retention of existing tanks

in Madras, and the Spur Tank wag one of t,
I informed.Mr. Ragoonatha Row that ; ose alluded to. So far as I remember-the circumstancess
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submitted to mein all its bear — wr‘;‘::u‘?e of casual conversation, and the subject was not
v-iews:; as Li[t si;:ulg. ha:; bt;:n if my opinjon &"ﬁﬁ?ﬁ;;ﬁj‘ﬁm fo; a gelibémte expression of BY -
. 8. Mr. Ragoonatha Row, I imao; © used officially.

for although I thought and st} tbinkgl:;]e’ s have misunderstood my remarks on that occasion,
the wells in the neighbourhood, | Shoulda: the destruction of the tank might in fluence unfavorably !
would havea bad effect on the healty oft‘*;’e h.esitated to state that the removal of the taok bund '
otherwise made for the Water?supply of the h‘::;.z;tbbourhood, seeing that special provision Las been .

‘ ‘ y. ‘ : o

»

e 'A

e ey

‘and their views might be ascertained before selling the land for building sites.

Proc;edings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
11tk February 1874, ‘ .

4. The conversation arose, so far as I remember, in regard to a proposzﬂ of the Surgeon-
General, Indian Medical Department, to the Municipality to fill up all the existing tanks within
the town, and my views generally on this question were, thatin the event of any accident to the Red
Hill Lake we might find ourselves in the unpleasant predicament of having no places for washing

- or bathing if we were in too great a hurry to destroy existing reservoirs.

5. But in regard to some of the principal tanks of Madras and their congervation, I have
addressed Government in Proceedings, No.
! _ L107*%, of 14th October 1873, and if you will be
go good as to refer to that letter you will see that while acknowledging the usefulnessof the Spur Tank
for the dhobies, I have expressed an opinion that as a source of water-supply *‘ the tank is so insigni-

* Copy herewith forwarded, to be returned.

. ficant that if the ground were wanted for other purposes it might be given up without injury to

the health or conveunience of the inhabitants of Egmore. .. .

6. To this opinion I still adhere, and I concur entirely in the views you have expressed on
the same point in the 4th paragraph of your letter. .

7. Regarding the disposal of the site for building purposes, I should be disposed to recom-
mend that only detached garden houses of a certain class should be permitted to be erected there,
and that every precaution should be taken to ensure that the locality should not deteriorate in
character. This question the owners of property in the neighbourhood have a direct interest in,

‘Froxil J. C. LOCH, Esq., President of the Municipal Commission, Mddfas, to Lieufenant-

Colonel J. H. M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated

Madras, 8th April 1873, No. 101. - ¥ ‘ .

‘T mave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 302, dated the 29th ultimo,
giving cover to copy of letter, No. 106, dated 28th idem, with enclosure, from the Agent of the
Carnatic Railway Company, and requesting me, to let you know what has been decided with

reference to the Spur Tank. .
9. From what Mr. Dibblee states in his letter of the 27th ultimo, the Executive Engineer

of the Municipality would appear to have been under some misapprehension in regard to the

‘ question of cutting away the bund of the tank being under the consideration of the Commissioners.

What he referred to was no doubt a proposal made in a letter from the Inspector-General of -
IIosp{tals to my predecessor, in which he recommended the extension of Casamajor’s road to

| the Poonamallee road across the bed of the Spur Tank and, in connection with this work, the

removal of the tank bund. _ !
3. The extension of Casamajor’s road, as proposed, has for years past been frequently under

the consideration of the Commissioners and its importance fully recognised, but owing to want

of funds they bave always been compelled to withhold their sanction to the scheme. Ou tlhe

of the letter from the Inspector-General of Iospitals already referred to, Colonel
i . Ritherdon thought it desirable to obtain the
1 Letterté';t;:!]tsl;;'InsP°°t°"G°“°“l of Hospitals of  yi6ws of the Collector of Madras on the subject,
1 i?)?ée?cfrom the President, :;xig&fbef‘i’;%‘mi“' and I enclose, for your information, copies* of
; ioe:zercf:;z‘:tﬁ:fohg.n:)so?lector oc}%&d;g;:; 1:.%;7139 the whole of the correspondence, from which you

: " will see that, for reasons given by the Deputy

President, Muanicipal Commissivn,
with one enclosare. v . .
: Collector, the Collector of Madras is of opinion

receipt however

that no steps ehould be taken to do away with the Spur Tank. K |

4. 1 propose to lay this correspondence before the Commissioners at the General Meeting
which will be held ab the end of this x'noni;h, but I df)ubt whether they will be prepared to take
any immediate action .towards the extension of Casamajor's roz.zd across the Spur Tank, desirable -
as such an improvement would undoubtedly be. I may mention that if proper precautions were
) t of the tank bund being removed, as suggested by the Inspector-General of -

taken, in the even ! :
Hospitals, to provide for the ‘erection of a good class of houses on the land, which would thus"

becom '
the scheme to which ¢

L]

e available for building purposes, the objections of the residents in the neighbourhood to -
he Deputy Collector calls attention in his letter would, I believe, be removed, *

s . . . - ! . .
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Proccedings "f the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Dcparl'm?""
1th February 1874.
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Fro:a Tnspector- Gener!‘l E. G.BALFOUR, Inspector-General of Hospitals, Indian Medicsl Depsrt‘
ment, to J. C. LOCH, Esq, President of the Municipal Commission, Madras, dated EOF
St Goergo 18th October 1872, No. 6,819, :

. ¢t

T mave the bonom to submit, for the favouralle consideration cfthe Co‘nm‘“"wmﬂ' cMurr:a

would be & grest sanitary improvement, a great conveuicnce to the commuaity, and 8 great som "
of pro6it to the Municipality, to remove the dam forming the Spur Tank, continue 0 C"‘"‘m“’

road to the Poonamaliee road, and allot the available ground into building sites-

2. 1213591 inquired of the Collector of Madras what revenus was derived from the S::’
Task, snl was 511 abrat Rapees 17, and now that the Maaicipality has brought s,bumhﬂ;c |
tank water into the city there secms no need for retaining sucha great laud surface for
pwum ‘ary alrantage
2. For about ten months of the year thero is only a narrow strip of wateron t
of its dsm, but 2l the year through the community have to make a circuit .
.o or through the Yeremboor Laalet to pass into the western portion of the Poona®d’

be w‘restern Si\l

the Manr?
by llee.

‘afh..
real. |
4 —— N
to .
}t Fis+ CUZNTM‘ " an‘lanO\ OﬁClﬂhD" Prem,!cnt of the XIUDXCIPJI C\,mm;nsloﬂ, :
Collector of Malras, dated Madras, 20th October In72. ' a
n L
[ mave the honour to forward, for your perusal, tho letter ® noted in the mur,;mh bc;d;m
' proposal from the mecctor-chers] of ¢l er ok
® Dated itk October 1832,—1 onclwun Medical Department to remove the Spu s t0
“ Pt t that you would be &
1 to cpen out roals throngh the grounds, and toreques " ection
bund cully 23 ts whether there would bea any ‘”j

vour me with your views on the sibject, cspe

wiBg .
I 11H [+ a vaonb dfa ‘ 4
loss of revenue, or the bustment of the claims of the pames at pnsw

fa

0Wl”' to

skeir sapply for irrization from it .

ocH, Es1.
; ARDBUTIINOTT, Oficiating C Nector of Madras, to J. C. L
e st el 99ih March 1873, No. 227

f tLe Municipal Commission, Madras, dated Madras,
r to forward copy ofa .

Lono
No. 232 of 20th October Jast, T have the bonou o T e,

) the Deputy
Ir\ﬂ O;;lrr::;ilh instant. I think that, uader the
0 o do away with the Spur Tank.

From the I
I‘;cs“ebt 0
" ps reply to your letter, ®

® Foclusore roturned.

y Lim, no steps should pe taken t

‘ -
¢ of Madras, to the Honourable D. ARBUTIH- :

A ROW, Deputy Collecto o 171,
From R- maoox ATH: e olr’ Mmk 18, dated Madras, Otb March 1873, No. 17 |
OTI' OZciating Cotfer t, he letter from the Officiating President of the
0 your endorsemed I beg to gubmit the report called for by you.
t bcr last s s
s Municx{a!!t!- dated the th; (:;g:.c band of which is proposed, covers Cawnies 134-7d4-:! ‘
M2 e Spur Tack, the remova r iodentures, bills, etc., have been declare

c‘n:umstmcu explaived b
H

2. Th Leld unde )

;.', extent t Cawaics 81'3(;:1:“”“ simply because the quit-rent thereon had not :::
' liffe to h“c laged 12 their beirs failed to appear before bim and prove their ,
& roprictors % -821, 13 Governmne?

. and the rest, measuring Cawnics 52-3-

k for their wet caltivation, and pay 8 Te¥

g now beed found

the survey s
e l ads “M e 3,f1 1,909 depend on this tan
pied

enué

\ ‘L
oW xe. €3 ot mentioned in the Jummahbundy Report Lavin
¢ 517-4-1 oe lands amounts to Liup 2 .. ompletely
o Berer” Tre market mlue of ‘huei cplenished by this tank. Itissailto be; Pd o
¥ 4 . d ponds are T Its water is much ¢
. epetieti g5 wellsad for three months. 18 ¥ and
baeY As 1280 £ months, and dry ful for travellers
,ba 1 for £ Ling purposes. It is very usc reat
gnbe \ r drioking P ut to 8
{4 Lt "hﬂgx: 014 bi'-’““ g so el a; foln the abscnce of this tank; these will be P
wid o thedy 1lce 103
\ 51} df’ Y vans il
y ‘e 3 ' (of waut of waler.
1% s ‘it’; i i pardabi? { :
. ‘3‘*)&‘;“%‘. »
w:f,—a"‘ ‘ &

i } f‘;i B
g é"{% | ¢ N L?
¥ i ¢ ) - vF W )
I Y , ‘ |
% i*fj’ Proceedmtrs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department : \
by 11tk Febryary 1874. \
b ; ‘ e . : #
, % 4‘\7 4. The people in the neighbourhood protest against the reclamation of its bed for building Ql,
(j ‘ purposes. Mr. Busteed, the Honourable V. Ramiengar, M. R. R. Potam Chetty, Vencata Chetty - }
_ k" Gar., P. Rungiah Naidoo Gar., and Dr. Cornish, whom I consulted, do not approve of the measure, | 3
2 A and think that if the tank be rumed the neighbourhood would become less healthy, if not unhealthy l‘
BEE ~and the deterioration of value of the land will be considerable, and all the wells and other gources | |
P ? of water would be naturally injured, and their water made brackish, If compensatlon were to be ‘
! awalded for all these losses, the amount payable would be immense. =~ . - - )
(oo . . 5. Under these crrcumstances Ido not thmk it ig desirable to interfere with tbls ta.nk ;
S o f'
) No. 188. From Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. M SHAW.- STEWART R.E., Con- o E
- sulting Enomeer for- Railways, to Colonel G. W. WALKER R E.,
b ‘ 7 Secretary to Government Public. Works De |
; ‘ partment “dated M -
' 26th January 1874, No. 54, adras, )
s 1T reference to yo
o | W your memorandu}xln No. 16, dated 22nd Jannary 1874 I
’_g.-':i o P No. 100. ‘ ave the honour to submit a survey®
SN ) : | showing the Spur Tank and the line of B
- - : _railway through it, = . .
s . 2 TInthe event of the abandonment of the Spur Tank being decided upon, E
i
o o Marked yellow in the Survey. * the extent of land required by the Com- :
% B ' IR _— : pany will be conmderably reduced. . L
x ~No..189. ORDER THEREON, 11th February 1874 No. 331. A ) g
RAILWAY, No, 28, ~ Tae Board of Reyenue will be'
‘ ; requested, through the Revenue Depart- g
[ ment, to report the amount of compen- :
c atlon payable in the event of the abandonment of the Spur. Tank, as suggested by i
Ld )the Railway Authorities; and the Consulting Engineer will ascertain the antunpa.ted 8
L _gaving by dom" away with the heavy embankment through the bed of the tank.-
C : (True Extract.) . L
‘4 ‘ . ‘ : “:%
. {. ‘ ‘ .«4 - ) ‘%
i 3 - Cclonel R E . o
L . S«retary io Government. Lo ]
i - : - S
§ % : L L
3 ﬁ ) ’ 'v' . ! ’ i \'. ’
k To the Revenue Department. Lo i g ‘ ' L
i ,, Consulting Engineer for Railways, ¢ ' L - .
i o . o
s f o ':4
- Fied, S. T. Austin., ; S
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