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K, Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
11th February 1874. . . ‘

No. 185. " Read letter from the District Engineer, Kurnool, dated 29th July 1873,
‘ No. 432. ,

From J. M. BELL, Esq, Assistant Engineer in charge o‘f Cumbum Range, to W. FRASER, Esé;.,
‘ C E., District Engineer, Kurnool, dated Cumbum, 25th July 1873.

. Wit reference to G. 0., No. 1,446, dated 29th May 1873, calling for explanation of certain
"+ charges preferred against me, L beg to submit the following statement :— '
Charge 1.—The forcing of Overseers to make advances from their private means, instead
of making public advances, and adjusting them as provided for by departmental standing orders.
I utterly deny the truth of this charge. Nothing of the kind ever took place between the
. Overseers and me; and [ was entirely ignorant that Overseer D. Coopoosawmy Moodelliar had
: made such advances until I was told it by Mr. Norfor, who had becone acquainted with the fact
by anonymous letters from Virdachellum. I did not even then believe that the statement was
true, nor until the man himself confessed it. I can account for D. Coopoosawmy having made
these advances only in this way. ‘Ile had undertaken to expend 15,000 Rapees on the works a
Pelandorai Project before the end of the official year, and I had informed him and other Overseers
that if they failed to expend the sum allotted to each I would repor them to the District Engineer.
Ile knew that I objected to making advances, and that I preferred another system which I had
found to work well, that of giving 5 Rupees to each maistry who brought aud kept up 100 coolies.—
See letter A. appended. L . ,
! . D. Coopoosawmy is a timid man and was afraid of being dismissed if he failed, and so
gecretly made advances from his own funds.
9. I think I have just grounds of complaint against Mr. Norfor on account of this charge.
Ie had learned by anonymous letters that such advances were being made. Ile never
communicated one word to me on this subject ; but sent directly for the Overseers to bring their
accounts to his house, which was 40 miles away from their work, and there privately interrogated
them. Ile prepared certain statements in writing which he made the Overseers sign, although they
knew little or nothing of what they contained, as they were only parially read to them. After-
wards when the statements were read to them, they denied their accuracy, and declared that they
did not know what they had signed. In not one of these statements,” however, is there a word to
chow that I even hinted that such private advances should be made, let alone having forced the
. Ovyerseers to make them. - ) o ‘
3. Charge-II.—‘*The payments of large sums to Contractors through the medium of Over-
{r‘ geors, instead of directly by the Range Officer a3 is strictly enjoined.” : )
'As regards this charge I beg to state that the payments of large sums to Contractors through
the medium of Overseers Was as contrary to my practice as it is to the rules enjoiped by
departmental orders ; "that I deviated from this rul-e I ca.nnot deny, but the departure was made
under certain exceptional circumstances, guch ag its being in the last month of the official year
whea I had to disburse large sums for work which I knew by the Overseers reports had been
executed ; and the distance being too great for the Contractors to come to receive payment in
person before the close of the year, together with the impossibility to myself with the press ot office
and other work I had just then on my hands, to go and. personally inspect the work and make the
 payment myself ; under these circu.mstgnces only I did forwgrd cheques to the Overseers for
* gums of (to the best of my 1'90011@“‘011) abput Rup?es 200 each, to be disbursed by them to the
* Contractors. . , ‘ Co - ‘

4. Charge I 711.—*The issue of cheques to O\rerseers for large sums, thus enabling them to
make much larger payments and retain much larger cash bala‘.nce‘s than are warranted by the rules
of the department.” . : :

. What T have said with reference to the second charge is applicable also to this, with the

" exception thab, in r-epl{ring to this one, I have t?‘adn}it having given to an Overseer a cheque
" gmounting 0 80 large a sum as Rupees 5,000; 1n domg this there was no necessity for the
Overseer retaining any'balanpe g0 large as that the rales of the department would not warrant,
gince the Overseer hai xnfo‘xfmet’i m2 thit work oa the Pelandorai channel had been executed to an
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‘ ' . against me. -

" Offcer ‘hagl'“ been in many cases ignored by Mr. Norfor from the fact th
" communicated and interfered with, and sent for without my knowledge,

; 1 beg to state that I grievoiisly fe;tvthis‘ slight. ‘The most trivial eireum
. ito, grév}, charges. In short, 'my position while under the orders of Mr

_ the Overseer retaining any large balance such as the charge involves.

‘given in a previous year to the same Overscer a

" assert that what I have done was with the be
‘ progress of the work under my charge.

" Accountant to his house.

 gatisfactory. His management of the office. was commended by the Deputy Controller on
. jnspection of 1‘;he Iqte Oglundapeh Ra,n”ge,‘and I cannot believe that he ever had pecunia
" getions with the Overseers. I consider Ponnarungum Moodelliar entitled to'a good char

' sideration of the quernmefit, I have no d‘ou_bt' that justice will be done to

— Proceedings of the Madras Goéefnment. Public Works Department,
. - 11¢h Febiruary -1874. L :

" extent far in excess of the amount of that cheque, and. the disbursement having to be made on

one work only, instead of being distributed over several, I considered myself justified in including

the whole amount in one cheque, rather than issuing more for smaller amounts; especially so as the .

whole amount was vo be drawn and’ disbursed at oncy; . there was therefore no necessity for

-As regards the 'amount

being too large for ah Overseer to disburse, I beg to submit that as it was to be distributed to

large numbers (heads of Wudder gangs) for task-work; the actual pay
be comparatively small, and the case -of an-
circumstances I understand to be perfectly simil
to cooly gangs departmentally employed ; furth
for Rupees 5,000 a précedent had already been
circumstances -perhaps somewhat similar to th

Overseer making large payments under such
ar to that of when heisallowed to make payments
er, I would mention that in issuing this cheque
established by Mr. Norfor himself, when under
ose under which I myself acted that officer had

cheque for more than Rupees 4,000 ; the transac-
tion occurred in the last month of the official year, when I had not time to visit the work and make

the payment myself, and as no evil result has transpired from the transaction itself I candidly
£

est intentions, and with the view of furthering the

5. Charge IV.—*“The disuse of the office set apart for transaction c;f pﬁblic business and

_custody of public documents, and issue of the latter to office servants in their private houses.”

With reference to'this chgrge I beg to state that the. records were never taken by the Head

When the District Ingiacer alleges that.Ponnarungum Moodelliar, Ilead Accountant
. . H . - 4 »
admitted in my presence his having taken records to his house, he makes a slight mistake ; what

the Head Accountant admitted was that he conducted a ‘por“tion} of the current work in the house -
" that was vacated by the dresser while the latter was on leave.  Even this was done only about the .
end of March, when there was a great amount-of business to dispose of ; it was also at a time

when the freshes in the river which divides the village from the office were frequent, and at such

" times my office people and dals‘,o those of the Sub-Collector's were prevented attendingstheir pﬂicé.
- No records were ever removed from my office with my cognizance ; the statement made by the
District Engineer to the effect that he had *¢ grave fears that the records were tampered with by

Head Accountant Ponnarungum Moodelliar and hig gang,” has, in my opinion, no foundation in
fact; besides, it implies a conclusion seriously involving my own responsibilities and au thority as
a Range Officer ; the insinuation being that I was cognizant of the proceeding, and did not check
;t. . From the ‘Controller’s letter to Mr. Norfor the latter has to examine and see whether the
records have actually.beer@ tampered with, The result of this examination will I am
‘Mr. Norfor that he has been rather hasty and impulsive in his report.. ‘ .

6. Wjth reference to paragraph 6 of the Government Order, calling upon me to state whether
to my .“knéwledge the Head Accountant ever had pecuniary transactions with the Overseers.” I
beg to state that. I never knew of anything of the kind; and that I had no reason to doubé the

Iead Accountant’s honesty"‘and propriety of conduct ; in fact his conduct while under me was highly

his last
ry trans-

L acter, -
7. TIn conclusion, I beg to state that I have endeavoured honestly to meet the charges made

In every, case “‘1. acted .in good faith ‘alna with tl;e best intentions.‘ My ﬁosition as a Ran‘geh
at my subordinates were
" It cannot be stated that T at any time refused giving information or avoided ; 'n‘xegti'n‘g,‘ and
stances were magnified

o, gT o » Norfor, I am sorry to
say, was made very uncomfortable. When I am at liberty to submit my w : .

me.

"
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ments to each gang would .

positive show .

hole case for the con- -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
11th February 1874. S

A

From J. M. BELL, Esq., Assistant Engineer, to A. COOPOOSAWMY MOODELLIAR, dated
’ - Porto Novo, 26th December 1872.

I ax in receipt of your letter of the 24th instant. ' .

9. I have spoken to Vayloomyloo Moodelliar respecting the.executlon of w?rlf in th-e bx:anch
cbann;ls, and he says that the coolies employed are of his gathering, and that his intention is .not
to take any away from other Contractors on the channel but to take advantage of th? best workm.g
geason to get the largest quantity of work finished, so that any coolies of yours having left for his

portions may bo taken back. I trust therefore you will conduct the work without disputes.

. 3, Asregards getting coolies from Trikalore I quite approve of it, and the sooner you bring

¢(hem the better progress you will make ; so at once despatch men for them and make such good
angement

a::’no s{i and speedily spend the allotment for the current year.

u 4. I shall send Vayloomyloo Moodelliar to Strumustum in a day or so, and you can make

any sx;itable settlement that every thing may proceed smoothly and vigorously.

P.S.—Making advances by Government money you ought to be aware I cannot do, but you
arely .can manage some other way; as an inducement give Rupees 5 to any one who brings a
8 > : )

pundred men ; this system will pay in itself.

9. Do work by departmental agency if found to be more speedy, but always check that

i ch establishment kept up.-
thero fs ok 09 12 (Initialed) J. M. BELL.
(True Copy.)

S (Signed)  J.M.BELL,

Assistant Engineer.

OrpER THEREON, 11th February 1874, No. 330.

Ix this letter Mr. Bell meets the first
charge of improper practices in his
— ‘ " range, viz., that of large advances being

de by his Qverseers from money borrowed by them, by assuring Government,
matehe Zvas ignorant of it till brought to his notice in Mr. Norfor’s letter and that
g;astopped the practice at once. Lo ' .

9. In reply to the second charge of paying large sums o Contractors through

Mr. Bell admits having done so in the month of March, and in cheques

No. 186.
\ ESTABLISHMENT, No. 11,

(verseers,

f about Rupees 200 each, but he does not state the aggregate amount of such small .
o

heques paid away to Contractors through Overseers in that month ; and he has
che

.

) ¢ rebuttéd the specific accusations made in Mr. Norfor’s letter to his address,
no

hat one Overseer paid away in March cheques to an aggregate amount of Rupees
tl;a395 and another to an amount of Rupees 6,397, His explanation is scarcely
as ’full ’and frank as was to be desired.

5. The third charge of issuing cheques to Overseers for larger sums (even up
5 Rl;pees 5,000) than the rules of the department warranted, is admitted, and

: ircumst ich’ i \
 astified 89 having been done under ¢ ances which necessitated the same,

with the best intentions, with the view of furthering the progress of the works, and
without any-evil results. . B -

4. Mr. Bell distinctly denies the fourth charge of disusing his office for the
transaction of public business and custody °f‘ Public documents, and allowing office

\ 4

B
o . R P el B .
. P R . R el
ey o = -
g T 3 ' b
h

e v AT A

Y G

g that there may be no lack of work done. I trust you will exert yourself to the
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