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? Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
| 30tk October 1874.

No. 677. Read the following endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for
; ‘Railways, dated Madras, 1st October 1874, No. 587 :—

From W. 8. BETTS, Esq., Agent-of the South Indian Railway, to Lieutenant.:
| CXonel J. H. :M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for

; Railways, dated Negapatam, 29th September 1874, No. 125.

| O~ the evening of the st ultimo, James Roach, Driver in charge of the
engine working No. 3 passenger train, was found, on the arrival of the train at
Trichinopoly station, to be in a state of intoxication.

. 2. He was suspended from duty, and taken as soon as possible to the Court
of the Acting District Magistrate at Trichinopoly, before whom he was charged
with the offence referred to.

‘ 3. The Magistrate however, upon hearing the evidence, found that Driver
Roach had not been in a state of intoxication on the occasion in question.

4. 1 have obtained from the Court and send to you herewith a copy of the
depositions given by the witnesses in this case, together with a copy of the Magis-
trate’s remarks thereon.

- 5. You will observe that the Magistrate states he has ‘ some doubt as to the
meaning of the expression ¢state of intoxication,” and that he thereby gave the
driver the benefit of the doubt,” although kLe (the Magistrate) believed the state-
ment given by the Locomotive Foreman, that Driver Roach was unfit to take
charge of a train, was substantially correct.

, 6. The driver has been dismissed from the Company’s service, but as I
consider dismissal alone inadequate punishment for so grave an offence, I do not
think I should be justified in passing this case without bringing it to the notice of
Government, or without endeavouring to obtain some definite ruling with
regard to what constitutes intoxication, or as to what degree of drunkenness may be
permitted to a driver in charge of & passenger train without his being charged
with the offence under Clause 27 of the Railway Act.

7. The Foreman, who was the‘ first witness, proves the driver was ¢ not fit

to take charge of a train.”
8. The second witness (an engine driver) states ¢ from the way prisoner

walked he seemed fo be in liquor.”
9. The third witness (the station master) considered the prisoner * from the

way he spoke” to have been drinking.

10. The fourth witness states that Roach went to the refreshment-room, ‘

immediately after the train arrived, to ask for brandy, which was refused. ¢ He

%ad been drinking.” : A
11. The fifth witness says, ¢ he did appear to have been \drinking as far as

-4*

-

I could judge.”

12. The sixth witness could not say Roach was drunk ; “ he was steady.”

This fireman was not on duty with Roach. As the train came into the Trichino-

poly station, Jackson jumped upon the engine and rode up to the platform with it.

. On his return to his bungalow, he told the driver under whom he worked that

Roach was * tight,” or under the influence of liquor. I may mention here that

" after this witness had given a contrary statement before the Magistrate, I questioned

I3
i

him as to this seeming inconsistency. He answered that when a man was not
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(Signed) M SHAW-STEWART, Lieut "Colonel, R i
Oonsultmg Engineer Jor Ras)
ways
No. 673, O=rbEr THEREON, 30th October 1874, No. 3,094
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