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B Proceedings of the. Madras Government, Public Works.Department, e
% RN ... 28th October 1874. L e
} No. £00. . “ Read ‘the following letter from the Comniittee appointed to repor‘t R
5: RS Bngt“he.,Water-supply to certain Public Institutions of Madras, to Colone]
% /S G W,.WALKER, R.E., Sceretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
{~ .2 --ment, dated Mi‘(_iras,‘iﬁch September‘ 1874, No. 1,2&:3 —_ .
b , 4 s ’ )
I We have the Lionor to acknowledge receipt of Proceedings of Government ag
i o o ‘ ) . per margin, and to submit herewith ogy - o
' G. 0., No. 2,444, of 28th Adigust; Public Works  views on the subject referred to ys, 1

Department, .
bt ' 2. We are generally of opinion
that the .municipal water, which is ample ‘in quantity and of unexceptionable
quality, should be depended upon as the main source of supply for all public ingt;. . \
! tutions in the Presidency town, but owing to certain defects in tho arrangements S
’ for the town supply, there are. practical difficulties in the way of ensuring an .
- uninterrupted service, which, in our opinion, should pe remedied before tle water- '
-"supply from the Seven Wells is suspended. - K : o
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8. The. designers of the present scheme of municipal water-supply did nog ., - -
deem it essential to make any special arrangements for the delivorly of clear water, " '
and they assumed that the water of the Red Hills Reservoir would at all times bg -
'x~1'uﬂ‘icient‘!t‘y'T free of silt to be admitted into the pipes and distributed to the popu-
lation ] but they apparently overlooked the fact that the lake receives the drainage -
of cultivat¢d' lands on its margin, and thaf the open channel is also liable to receive -
muddy drainage water during heavy rains. The practical working of the schemg .
has demonstrated the fact that the water coming down the open channel ig “occa-
| sionally so full of silt that it cannot be admitted into the mains without endangering
¢ the purity of the supply for a long time subsequently, and hitherto the Municipal “
‘~ authorities have been in the habit of meeting this ‘difficulty by cutting off the o

supply altogether on such oceasions to the great inconvenience of the population, |
- From a statement furnished to us by Mr. Standish Lee, the Engineer;of tho Muni.- :
cipality, it scems that the supply was cut off either altogether, or for portions of a R
day, on ninetecn days in 1873, and for portions of nine days during the i)regxen“t:‘ J
year up to date. Theso interruptions of service are most numerous during the L ]

e )

heavy rains of the north-east monsoon; and in November 1873 the mainé’ were - |
o closed for #hree days continuously, and in A
December for two days. EL

[

(éee Apbendix A)
7, gl It seems to us that while tho municipal water service is liable to be inter- . Ch
; 'x:}:i:ptgzd in this manner, it would be unsafa to depend wholly on that source of - ]
 supply for the public institutions of thg ‘Presvidgfxcy, already rec%\ggg 8 gonstagt L

ey,
s

u

‘sefvice from another source. - o

-

f' 5 The defect we have ’pointqd out in thé-i.hunlicipal water-supply. schems . .
F was fo,a certain extent foresecn by the Munieipal Water Supply Committee, ag wil
{ be evident frbm the following quotation from their Report, but it is clear that the
jpré.‘é;ti#cﬁél tri?ﬁ“of the scheme has shown the defect to be' a more serious ong than

was anticipated by the Committce :—
W ) - -
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‘.t The nec,essit:Y,‘ of_félteijipg the waterisa qliesti‘ori upon which there wij] doubt.
dowe states that the water of the

less’ be'a " difference ;f ‘pinion. - Dr, Wyu
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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

28¢% October 1874,

.

e

delivery. The water project has so far done al] that was expected of it. It hag
allowed the Municipal authorities to distribute a liberal allowance of really good
h water to most parts of the town (though there are still important localities to be
brought into conncetion with‘ the works), and if we mmay judge from the use of thg
public fount;iins, the people are in no way backward to avail themselves of the boon,

. If the defect we have pointed out be remedied, there will be no interruption of

service, the pipes will be kept clean, and clear water at al] times available for the

use of the public, and in that case we think that every public institution ‘within
reach of the municipal mains should be supplied with the Red IIill Wa o

ter,

8. Whatever the cost of providing a reservoir, or reservoirs of the kind wq
suggest may be, it should be debited to the capital account of the watep Project.
The interests of the public and of Government institutions in securing an uninter.

rupted water service are identical.. We have discussed the question of making .

" separate settling reservoirs for the public institutions proposed to be supplied froip
the municipal mains, but have come to the unanimous conclusion (in which
*Mr. Lochand Mr. Lee concur) that the only satisfuctory plan will be to provide

for the clearancg of the water before it is allowed to enter the pipes.

9. _It will be seen thus that we are in favor of’ depending on the municipal
water-supply for public institutions so soon as the Municipality have made due

provision for an uninterrupted service, and. we would further
. » -
time be lost in completing this most essential portion of the

recommend that ne
water project. The

inconvenience to the public of having their water cut off without notice, and for
indefinite periods of time, is a very serious affair, even if we omit to take into -

account the fact that for the periods of interruption the beople must be driven-

~ bagk to old and disused wells and tanks for their daily wants.

“

Considering the present arrangeinents for the supply of the Fort
the removal of the pipes now laid would hardly pay expenses,

10, It mziy ‘be a question for future consideration whether these conditions

beirg complied with, the Seven Wells Water Establishment should be broken up_
: yaud the fact that

we ara inclined to

suggest that the Soeven Wells should be maintained as a source of Water-supply, in
o0

reserve,

with a skeleton establishment to look after the pumping apparatus, grounds,:

etc. These wells have always been worked by manual labor, so that at any thﬁg
;. the entertaining of extra hands would cnable the authorities to supply somo of- the
" ragre important localities, such as the Fort, General Hospital, Penitentiary, etc.,

]

+: this reserve source ‘wou'ld be valuable
were loft as at present.
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“{n the event of the bursting of the Red Hill Tank, or Of.the d.clivery chaonel ; or
.’*‘_j"-;‘a“y unforeseen ca]amity deprivirlg the townspeople of their Ol'dll]ary water-su
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, provided the means of distributing water

-

Y MY,



w T R T ey SR WWP‘AM::{W““F ‘Z-.r;‘i“,‘ T — = T s ek e e T PRI 't“,’:ef-;};i?}"i?&ft‘f::‘ P - _‘W:_T"__" B
Y u ¥ 1 W«u . » Lp‘ - N i ) ‘m,,mw ﬁ}
) . ‘5" -4 R - ‘ N
h i .
' %‘ m.,‘m u' 1 : ‘3“‘ g :—
At Works Department, . . Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, 4
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