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No.130. - Read the following Note by the Chief Engineer for Irrigation dated‘ :
' 98th October 1873, No. 704 :— , ’ :

ApstracT.—Note on letter from District Engineer, Trichinopoly, brintring to
o

PSP
el x

- " IRRIGATION, No. 14.° . s 43
vinced that the restriction of expenditure
on local sanction, upon the up-keep of
‘ irrigation works, is necessary, and that
A the limit prescribed in Clause IL, para-
graph 9 of Chapter IV. of the Code is perfectly reasonable, ’

2. The Government have authorized District Engineers, with the concurrence
of the Collectors, to sanction estimates, to the full yearly amount derived f;~om
works as revenue, within a period of five years, or in other words to dispose of 20
per cent. of the revenue annually on the up-keep of such irrigation works as it may be
considered necessary or advisable to ;naintailn by the outlay of s0 large a propm{ion

of the income derived from them.
8 The reason for the-rule is apparent. The provision for the .!‘('pair o
‘ . irrigation works generally is about 8 per cent. on the revenue, and is not likely to
W excced 10 per cent. If an undue proportion of this allofment be spent o avrew
works or, as Major Vertue indicates to be required in Trichinopoly, on a great

‘number of works, other works must go without even the moderate and reasonable

i
o
ct notice the delay in disposing of estimates which will result from paragraph 9, Clause
g 11. of Chapter IV., Public Works Code, communicated with G, O., No. 1 ,53’5 llgh' ’
e June 1873. : o
" ’{é ? . » P , | ’
\ & No.‘ 131. OrpER THEREON, 7th February 1874, No, 299,
‘ ; Tae Governor in Council is con-
£
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~amount required for their maintenance.
4. If an irrigation work cannot be maintained for 20 per cent. of its revenue
}

" its circumstances require to be carefully inquired into, and the ruleis intended to
ensure this being done. It may be that the work . itsclf is defective ; some of the
tanks reforred to in paragraph 6 of Major Vertue's letter as ‘“ always being breacliod™
are manifestly in want of radical improvement rather than of ordinary re i,
Or the villagers cultivating under a tank or channcl may not take proper call,e f

ir cattle tread down the bund or banks, leaving paths and cmssi“((:s
o

it, letting the
unrepaired, ete. ; and, if so, it is clear that it would be improper to spend more
money on this account. Again, the demand for large or repeated expenditure may

_possibly, or even probably, be the result of injudiciously framed estimates, -or
of inadequate, and perhaps wasteful, expenditure in the past. S

5. Whatever therefore the reasons why an irrigation work may require, or bo ‘
‘gupposed to Tequire, an outlay disproportionate to its revenue, theso must be’ ascer- |
tained and stated, and it will then be scen how far such causes are temporary and

accidental;‘or permanent. : _
'6. Estimates submitted to Governme
must include the entire outlay, on all descriptions of work, nccessary to make tlio

tanks or other irrigation works fully efficient, and thereafter capable of Leing
j o

maintained by a reasonable annual expenditure. . ‘
7. Major Vertue is altogether wrong in supposing that the Collector hasno

‘ _power to enforce attention to the dutieg of villagers in respect of the care and pre

)

nt for sanction under the rule referred to
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2 servatmn of 1rrwatxon Works. Revenue Ofﬁcers have very consxderable direct and
" indirect power in connection with the grant of remissions and the pumshment of
" village officers, and as Magistrates these officers can punish for mischief those who
. ‘may wilfully or by culpable negligence endanger or damage irrigation works. It |
~ is the duty of a District Engineer to bring to the notice of the Collector of the |

=R s Se N

£ dlstnct ‘any neglect . by the v1llarrers of the irrigation works belongmo to the
t} village, or of damage to such Works W1th1n the v111arre lxmlts, whether belongmg {
, % 4o the vﬂlage or not. ‘ ’ B o
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