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‘ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
12tk October 1874.

No. 295A. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of .gevenue, dated 28th
) September 1874, No. 2,782 :—

ABSTRACT.— Pullic Horks Operations—in Salem District.—Collector’s report
on — for 1873-74, submitted to Government with Board’s concurrence with Collec.
tor in his remarks throughout the report. ' '

No. 295B. Orper THEREON, 12th October 1874, No. 2,911A,

CoMMUNICATED to the District Engi;

neer, Salem, for detailed report with
“”{i reference to the remarks of the Collec-
tor.

(True Extract.)

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 20A.

e e v e o .- T

Colonel, R.E.,
Seeretary to Government,

To the District Engineer, Salem, with copy of Board's Proceedin g -
' Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

(14

" . Txd. T. 0'Connor. )
Spare Copies
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Rupees 8,600 granted for the construction of the Valiamahadevi Tank in Jthe
Ahtur Taluq was again surrendered owing, so the District Engineer says in his
Administration Report, “to the estimate not being revised, as the ordinary work
of. the Salem Range was very heavy.” I cannot agree with Major Hunter upon
this point. Iam under the impression that, even if the Range Officer’s time was

_ fully occupied, that of the District Engineer was not, and that he might easily

4

iad preparation."

have revised the estimate himself.

Under the head of ¢ Repairs” the allotment was Rupees 30,100, and the
expenditure Rupees 30,952. For this 103 tanks, twenty-nine anicuts and six
channels were put in order. It will be observed that theallotment for the yegr was
exceeded. The amount sanctioned was, in my opinion, totally insufficient, and I
agree with the District Engineer in considering that *“ a great deal has to be
done in the way of Minor New Works and Repairs before it can be said that the
tanks are in any way efficient.” Inthe year preceding that under report, the
expenditure was Rupees 79,869 or Rupees 48,917 more than in 1873-74.
of the question to hope to keep the hundreds of small tanks and irrigation works
of this district in even moderate order with anything less than Rupees 50,000 per
annum. The repairs carried out during the past year were chicfly closing breaches
1. Construction of the Cauvery Groynes, Rupees in -tanks, revetti.ng bunds and repairing

2,326, in the Mamkul Talug. ’ sluices. The chief works were as noted

2. Repairing the Yeddapad{‘ ]Tank, Rupees 1in the margin.
1,023, in the Trichengode Talugq. 3 -
" 3. Repairing the Komarapolliem Channel Bank, No. 1 was required for the con
servancy of the bank of the Cauvery.

Rupees 1,097, in the N amkul Taluq.
4. Repairing the Thadavoor Anicut, Rupees | inspected it and consider it satisfac-
2,078, in the Ahtur Talug. .
5. Repairing Belar Anicus, Rupees 2,098, in tory.
ti“e Ahtur T“ﬁ“q'K llanatham Tank, Rupces No. 2 consisted in refilling the
6. iri m Tank, . 3 !
70?:‘1;;1:1{1;6 t"Al?tur ?Iai\‘::z. * breaches in a tank which gave way in
the cyclone of May 1872,
No. 3. was necessitated by the breaching of the channel. Isaw the work
_ which was carried out by the Talugq Overseer of Namkul, Corporal Wilkinson,
and which was extremely good. ’
. Nos. 4 and 5 consisted in repairing breached anicuts. No. 4 I have not seen
_ No. 51 saw when the material was being collected. There was very much dela
in taking it in hand. It was sanctioned in 1871, and in December 1873, when I
saw it, only a little digging for foundations had been begun, and the g t’ones o
the anicut had been collected. The remark regarding it in the r
for March 1874 is ¢ work stopped for want of funds; revised
When this revised estimate will be submitted, I

progress report
estimate under

- . m unabl
Whilst it is being prepared, another cultivation season is slipping ® to say.

é 'No. 6 I have not seen. The remark made by the Departzve?: .
i Works in the March progress report is the same as that mentioned ip 0 ublic
| the Belur Anicut. ) _ e case of
{_. In the sub-division, the repair of the Morasur Tank has not yet been
The short expenditure on the Sampagu Tank, remarked upon by the Af:(t);:pl;te:
g dSub-

Collector, is explained by the statement in the progress report of the range, th
. 8, that
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work done had not boen paid for before the close of the official );ear. Why this
should bo the case when the estimate for this work was sanctioned in February
1872, I am unable to say. Perhapsthe Department of Public Works may be able

to explain. |

Mr. Wilkinson’s suggestion regarding the Marandahalli Anicut is not one
which I think 1t desirable to adopt, as the construction of a new dam, at the site
of the old one, forms a portion of one of the large irrigation schemes which
Lave yet to be worked ‘out.

4. Duildings.—The outlay under this head for both I_xevc; works and repairs
was, during the past year, Rupees 51,550 against Rupees 49,635 in 1872.73, thus
showing an increase of Rupees 1,915. -

In the Salem Range the chief works were (1) alterations to the Coliector’s
Cutcherry (Rupees 5,637); (2) constructing a Taluq Cutcherry at -Ahtur (Rupees-
4,717); (3) constructing a Talug Cutcherry at Namkul (Rupees 5,587); (4) addi.

tions to, and alterations in, the Central Jail at Salem (Rupees 14,846).

As regards the alterations to my Cutcherry,"t;l}e only portions completed
were the store and press rooms. 'T'he latter was handed over, after sundry
letters from me and much delay, at the end of the official year. The verandah
which has been going on for very nearly a year is almost finished, and the other
works are in progress. I consider the delay in regard to this work has been most
anconscionable, considering that it is, at what are supposed to be, the District
Engincer’s head-quarters. We are after repeated letters allowed, in_January'
last, to occupy the Taluq Cutcherry at Ahtur, but it is not yet corﬁéleted or
handed over to us. It is now within a few days of a year from the date upon
which the District Er}gineer in 1873 stated that it would be finished. The Té;ﬁ
Cutcherry at Namkul for completing which the sum mentioned above Wa(:

expended during the last year, has been iDSpeEted by me. The defect in the -

matter of verandahs, referred to in my last report, is about being remedied
The workmanship and the material of the whole building, excepting some of the;
flooring tiles, appeared to me to be very good. They are certainly far superior
to those in the Ahtur Cutcherry which, in my opinion, are very indifferent, The

_works at the Salem Jail consisted mainly in building a new gate with guard

rooms and constructing solitary cells, matron’s quarters and a quarantine ward
Most of these have been completed, and I have nothing to say respect{ng them.

" As regards petty new works, I would observe that last year the roof of a latrine’
" which had been but a very few days before built at the District Court, fell whils;
1 was there, evidently owing to carcless supervision in construction and- conse-

quent bad workmanship, and that out of an allotment of Rupees 1,335 made on

account of extensions to the grave-yard at Salem, a work regarding which the
District Engineer had

1. Repairing the District Engincer’s Office at s ad been pressed by

Salem, Rupees 753. me both personally and in writing, only
9. Repairing the roof of the Court House at Rupees 211 were expended, and that ip

Salem, Rupees 287. collecting materials. The repairs made
were of a petty nature. The chief were as noted in the nlargin.
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In the Oossoor Range, Rupees 6,761 were spent upon new works, but the
only one of these of any importance was the new office for the Deputy-Tahsildar
at Pennagaram, which absorbed Rupees 6,626, but which has not yet been com-
pleted. I cannot venture to say when it willbe. I hope during the current year.
It is sadly wanted. .

The rather high expenditure—considering what the buildings have already
cost Government—made upon the sub-jails at Oossoor and Denkencottah were,
the one for the purpose of rebuilding the latrine which was in an unsafe state,
and the other in order to make the jail secure. The Acting Sub-Collector
writes unfavorably ‘regarding .he repairs done to the latter-mentioned sub-jail.
I have seen them, and though I do not consider the wards altogether safe, they are

much more so than they were before or can possibly be rendered without a very

high outlay. *

In the Tripatur Range, the only new work was the improvement of the Post
Office at Jollarpett, which was effected at an outlay of Rupees 282. The repairs
in this range were all of a petty description. '

Of the Chuttrums, the construction of which was sanctioned from the surplus
Poppur Chuttrum Funds, that at Jollarpett has been completed, and the Acting
Ilead Assistant Collector, who has taken charge of it, reports very favorabl y upon
the building. The Chuttrum at Sooramungalum, though stated to have .been

| completed, has not yet been made over to the Revenue Department, I have not

seen it lately, but when I last inspected it, the work appeared to bo good. The
Poppur Chuttrum is in progress, and an expenditure of Rupecs 6,617, out of an
allotment of Rupees 9,605, was incurred during the year under report. I think
that it has not got on as rapidly as it might have done. The reason assigned is
diffeulty in procuring labor and the unhealthiness of the locality.

9. 1 shall now speak of the requirements of the district.

.6- Irrigation—Anything further than what las been repeatedly said in
Previous reports appears useless, -

a8 regards those which have been

Mate as at the end of 1879.
ol last year,

Hluices to the ‘ng?\d’ however, add that it appears 10 meo desirable to put bt
auf\ ery Channels in the Namkul Taluq in order, not of
ing \?@2,:? tgr, but also to allow of the water being Tun of
only wheq makine 1? C\mm\.elg or stopping a breach, The idea occ!.'.ﬂ”r 0
TOTe than make o an tispection in Marceh lust, and T am not in 8 positio '
& Suazestion, | have no doubt that it will have due °
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A I think that in the matter of repairs, a good deal would be saved if the officers
of the Department of Public Works—I refer particularly to the Salem Range—
were  little more expeditious in inspecting. I have, during the time that I have

been Acting Collecter, had very great difficulty in obtaining replies to references -
o

~ to the District Enzineery and they were in many cases only received after repeated

reminders, and then not in the form that they*should have been.
’ i,

7 Iuil J;,,gs_-;-Th'e-‘Chief want of the district under this head is Taluq Cut-
: rri;as nd in tha course of my tours this subject has had my attention. The
;llaens ar,xd estimates for the Tabsildar’s Cutcherry at Dharampuri have not yet

been sanctioned. They were sent to me in September last, but I took exception

to them on account, 1st, of the site; 2nd, of t-he want ot: vex:andahs; and 3rd, of the
<timate stating that it provided for everything when it did not. They are now,
;S:)mll'a e unde{; revision. The question of the site has been settled. The plans
de l?tv‘ n’lates for the new Deputy-Tabsildar’s Cutcherry at Omalur are, I believe,
and esti Gbiof Enginecr for Buildings. I trust that they may soon be passed, for
with the - lmuch required. The present one is a common street-bazaar which in
:::ien;ﬂ::alt; or leak; everywhere, so much so, that I ordered all the records to be
tody.

sent to Sall)e‘::rii:: E;ii(:;ir inyforms me that the plans and estimates for a Cut-
The Di stnaghe:TY are under preparation. They ought to have been ready

cherry at I\.rlhe dolay in the matter has been duly noticed by Government,

long ago- T

e : mud : the better part of it is occupied by a jail which i
building .13 of blx::kei’:id;s nec:assary, and to which the rest of the office hag beex:
abm.xt twice ;‘she eg'ect of this is that the Treasury, Registration Office, and the Tah.
sz‘tcnﬁ’ced- 4 Sheristadar’s establishments have been all huddled into one place.
sildar’s a; n be efficiently performed there, s a mystery to me. Added to this,
How wor c: foor of the Record Room are permeated by the nests of white ants
the. walls al: ut through the walls, endanger the records, and necessitate constant
which Wlor s0 Everya expedient that the Department of Public Works coulq
watlelfu n:st.rid of these pests has been tried. The walls and floor were tarreq
devise to Eedeal of money spent, but in vain. A recent and careful examination
and a goou ad foundation has shown that the whole room is one vast ants’ nest,
of the lvlva : :e lected a good site for a new building, and would strongly recommeng
that Ith: vnece%m‘)’ estimates should be prepared. The Acting Head Assistant

llector complains very much of the Taluq Cutcherry.at Tripatur, which, he says,
f]o e lv confined, inconvenient and dark. I saw it some four years ago, but
is extreriie‘i take particular notice of it as it was not in my division. I intende d
dxdhn0f3 inspected it before sending in this report, but ill-health has necessitateq
:1)1 a;lt:aration of my plans, and I cannot now do so.

—

Exncrosure No. 1.

AT ' s . . PRICE, Esq., Acting Coll -
WILKINSON, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector, to F. P , Kaeq., g Collector of
From F. 3! Salem, dated Oossoor, 27th Apl‘ﬂ 1874, No. 264.

1 5ave the honor to- gubmit my'report on the operations of the Department of Public Workg

duting the official year 1873-74. - )

»
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At Uttengherry a new Taluq Cutcherry is very much needed. The present - S ':’Lfmé/l )
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and the approaches are to be carried over a largg rile of TOCk? The necessity for such a .
not apparent. Except during a few days in the year when a fresh comes
fordable, but the idea seems to have been to bridge -not the stream but the

2. The annexed abstract staterent shows the cost of new works and repairs as contrasted gtream, ]
with the preceding year. ) . huge construction 18
down, the stream i8

. . . . DirreRENCE. ! S roceeding. The road from Maharajagadai to Vertanapalli is approach-
Description of Works. Ex;ieg\_;d;f};;e in Ex;{est;%x-t’;z;e in o e valley, amo.st “n,?;c;s;:g i ¢ open for traffic during the current year. The expenditare upon
. . . Increase. Decrease. ) -~ t\l /- ing (':Omplctl(m; bead was Rupees 20,239-3-0, which was less than thaffexpended in 1872-73 by
. New Works M /- l - -~} - N }  repairs jn;i_el‘; to ‘: The repairs were, a8 I have frequently had occasion to remark on the progress
) . . A P. \ ,458-0-4. ’ X . -

Trrigation ... ... .. . IR?)'53 Ai P‘;) B:.‘},a lA5 pé RS. A. P g:s A5 1’2 \ / Rupees sodingly bad and many are the complaints which have been made at me:etmg,a o'f the
Communieations e R BT - e 50 B o ) . F reports, exc iferent members as to the state of those roads, the repair of which is

Buildins v eee ees aes 2243 y OO see  ees see - l ] Local Fund Board by differe - . \

1 572 2 11| 6761 8 96189 510} ... ... .. ; 1 by the Department of Public Works. \
. ‘ . cxecuted BY - ing the year 1872-73 were ay follows ;— -
Total...| 13,200 4 8| 18,548 J3 45348 8 8| .. .. .. . : 5. Duildings.—The charges under this f\cad during Qil e lows '

- - , . 6.761-8-0; and Repairs, Rupees 11,021-10-3. The principal jtem under
Repairs. ) ) ’ ¢ New Works, Ropees ,‘structi(”n of the Deputy-Tahsildar’s Cutcherry at Penragaram, which
Irrigation ... ... ... ... 8,385 10 4,159 4 i we . 149226 6 g the former head.wns the (:-::s during the year ander review. Under the head of Repairs, the Sub-
Communications eer see e | 24,717 3 20,259 3 e e e . 14,458 0- \| has made very hm;grgenkencottﬂb. which were completed two years ago, come 1n for an expen-

ofs and 821 respectively. The latrine at the Oossoor S}xb-Jail {135 been re- -

diture of Rupces 263 a: has be'en made to render the Denkencottah Sub-Jail secure; but a man
ttem . .

and an attemp ¢ from one of the wards after all the alterations were complete.

. etine an ex'l -
* succecded in efecting n, it is not necessary for me to say much, a3 so many

. f the divisio o
¢ Of the l'efl“‘rements 0 r the erection of the necessary Cutcherries have,

. f irrigation and fo . . g
for the lmprovement, 0 that before they ate either sanctioned or rejected, it would be

en sent up, : -
the ground again. R
Lich I should like tos see taken in.hand are the

Total... | 34,818 6 25,521 1
44,069 15

e eve eee | 9,297 4
erected,

8 5 3
Comm 4 0 4
wildings w. oo e w1715 8 0] 110210 3| .. ... .. 61213 9 - Jsils at Qossoor &
0 8 4 '
Grand Total .. | 48,018 16 8 0 8

...... 4,048 11

3. Irrigation.—The expendituré upon new works under this head, during the year under .
report, amounted to the small sum of Rupees 436-15-3, showing a falling off of Rupees 616-5-2,
when compared with previous year. The works on which this amount was expended were petty
ones, such as the construction of sluices and calingulahs. The highest estimate did not exceed

projects
at different times, be
waste of time to g9 over

. irrigation works ! . -
Rupees 150. The reason for this minute expenditure, I am not in a position to state, but it 7. The three pn.nclp“: ;afandahalli, the thorough repair of the Punjapalli Anicut and X
“certainly was not that there was no work to do. Under the head of Repairs, the charges were : 1 construction of an an}’ﬂ:ﬁ aTandrai Anicut and Channel in the Oossoor Talug.. Each one of these
e

ot and beneficial to its ryots. I would here deprecate

Rupees 4,159-4-5, showing a falling off, when compared with the charges of the previous year, of Tauk, and the repair ¢

table to Governme

K ::, qmw ﬂ"?"’t_r'nw"u"?w _er o ey

Rupees 4,226-6-3. The Department of Public Works will probably be able to explain satisfactorily B works would prove ?TOﬁ, b the Department of Public Works propose to constrict calingulahs
why so little was done for irrigation during the year under review, but the sum expended was . . the very expensivs way'm whic 4 in this talug. Calingalahs in brick and, stone of an expensive
utterly inadequate to the requirements of the division. ¥ for the small tanks which abounl mr well for remunerative works, but are not suited for tanks,
The chief items under the head Agricultural Repairs are given in the margin. The work and permancnt character are al Veci od Tupees 50 or 100. ' * ’
1. Morasar Taok. to the Morasur Tank is slowly progressing. One the revenue under which does n;ttez snsider the requirements of the division in the matter of :
b I et and el suice has been completed during tho year under g, Iewllbo tme AR K adsat present under construction axo complefed.  The work T
ﬁ.?ﬁfagﬁ‘fi“mk; Teview. Only Rupees 839 odd were spent on . 'communications when Eom:nications o tho Sub-division, which is m(fSt u.rgent]y required, is the .
for which, amounting to Rupees 778 . thls.work_ On the Sampagu Tank, the estimate under the head of Commt ecn Pennagaral and the Cauvery up which nmber.can be conveyed, . _,":‘A
. ting pees 778, was sanctioned in February 1872, the large sum of Rs. 15 coastruction of & ghaut betw but that seems to have exhausted the energies of the depart- ) -
odd was s.pent du.rmg the year under review. The Marandahalli Anicut and Channel were again 1 believe a survey has been made, bu onthe. s
temporarily repaired at an outlay of Rupees 209. As this sum has to be expended every ea: it ment as nothing has been done for .SU!;ﬁ Talug Cutcherrics at Dharampuri and K'ris.tnagher, HM:
. would be far better to erect a permanent anicut once for all. The J egur Tank repairs a.rey '1 9. The buildings most require are - ) T» | ~ B
completed. The earthwork is as good as the revetmentis bad. The sluices of the P .n eary. ¢ . e ci;lly at the latter place. (True Copy.) ~ ’,.: . P
Tank are now under repair. The whole ayacut of the tank being waste this year, this um:pa?h . \ esp . (Signed)  R.S. BENSON, R
prove most remunerative, but unless the anicut across the Sunnat Kumara Nadi ; 1 o -Y“n ) Assistant Collector, ' -
but half of what is necessary will have been done. 9 8150 repuired o . " e S ‘?".*A"ﬁ“@‘lcollector,
4. Communications.—The expenditure under this head upon new works was Rupees 11 330, ) —_— o ‘;r' -
which though less than the sum expended in 1872-73 by Rupees 221-8-0, shows well pwh 220, " he i formation of Government. -~ .
pared with that expended under Irrigation. The Skew-Bridge on the, Oossoor Ada.mj;n c:tm}: } e SUBMITTED for the 1n diture was Rupees -84,598, or Rupees 49,656 less than
Road has been completed. 'I..‘he greater part of the road between Kristnagherry and Maharatjl;:a;ai ‘1 2. The tota! expen . pearly the whole of this falling off being_att;‘i’t})h.table
has been constructed, and this road will, I hope, be open for traffic during the current | ‘ during the preccdmg year, nd consequent expenditure on, Repairl,sjto'lrrivaa o
Three miles only of the road from Kavaripatnam to Palcode have been formeda, but the wholyeea:t: to tho decreased allotment for, & S AR e *I ‘
the sum allotted was worked up. The bridge across a stream®s 3 . . R . v o ;e
Mallur is progressing slowly. More than half the estimated ;u;ieh?scizgnrzi:ei;::i 008300}: 0 } : .txon ;\or'l;‘sl:e allotment for new Yofrks under the sgme head was Rupsfl}&i.‘i,llﬂ ’13{?}‘-' L .
are no signs of an arch yet. The roadway of the bridge is, I learn, to be 3) feet above: ta}:;s tli:trl:: 5 . ) hich' however, only Rupces 2,0%’3 were expended. | ‘u;,» *; -
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4. : , . ‘ .
of orn. The ’Collectg attnbutegjﬁns unsatisfactory state of things to *‘a want

gy on the part’ of Major Munter and the Rango Officers,” and complains

throughout hi
of Publie W’:kl:port of great delay on the part of the officers of the Department

. 5. Such re
t . .
p e Board are of opinion that the dilatory proceedings to which the Collector has
rawn attention should be noticed.
6. The outla
Rupees 1,915,

7. The Collector complains of great delay in the execution of various works,
among others the Collector’s Cutcherry at Salem, and some of the work appears.
to have been carried out in an inferior and careless manner.

8. Out of a sum of Rupees 1,335 allotted for the extension of the
yard at Salem, only Rupees 211 were expended. Le head

9. With regard to fature expenditure, the Collector suggests fhat :1 :- e
aluices of the Cauvery Channels in the Namkul Taluq should be put ln‘;’; d ’ they
he is of opimion that if the channels themselves were prOPfTIY :mr::e r’at (o
might be used for carrying produce by means of boats, which at p

lowness of the bridges will not permit.

10. The Collector observes in paragraph 7, that T
needed throughout the district.

11. The Taluq éutcherry of Uttengherry,
list printed with G. O., dated 24th Jun? 1874,-
inconvenient and (the Record-room especially) infeste e
Collector considers a new building absolutely necessary-.

ired esti be prepared.
that the required estimates should ]
and rle;dm'xl!‘]tf: dIs?.oa:d concu? with the Collector in his remarks throughout the

report.

¥ on buildings was in excess of that during the past year by

g Tave-

aluq Cutcherries are much

which is not mentioned in the

No. 1,691, is stated to be both
d with white -ants. The
has selected a site

(Tnie Copies and Extract.)

Secretary.
To the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department.
Copy to the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
to the Acting Collector of Salem.

Exd.. W. H. French.
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