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Procebdings of the MMadras Government, Public Works Department,
' 28th August 1874.

Read the following papé—rg“:—'—- :

Colenel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works
Dcp;rtment, dated Dowlaishweram, 30th June 1874, No. 995.

~ As directed in G. O., No. 542, of 2nd March 1874, I have the honor to furnish

‘ herewith two plans of the Gopaulpore

lunkas showing the position of the

of;ﬁ?e Zemindarni of that village and what

® 2 Plans (despatched by banéby)-

objectionable lunka grass plantations of ’
it is proposed to do to remedy the evilgf;omplai"ed Of'ﬁj .
9. The Zoemindarni of Gopaulp’ye claims all the lunkas, sandy shoals, and
side of the river, and, by promoting the
as considerably extended the boundaries
But this process has caused

and threatens to endanger the

river bed up to low water-mark on her
growth of lunka grass upon them, she b
of the cultivable land appertaining to her village.
serious damage to the western bank of the river,

bank channel of the Western Delta near Mullaishweram. ' |
3. In 1859-60, as appears by the Revenue Survey Maps, there was a deep

channel of considerable size on the Gopaulpore side of the river’s bed, which is
now rapidly diﬂappeari}\g'," ::ﬁxd if steps be not ta!cen at once to keep it free from
lunka grass, it will in a few years be completely silted ug. o ,
What has hitherto b“'ﬁ"ﬁ't;a large detached lunka will thus be joined to the
eastern bank, and the increastd volume of water thus forced down the western

branch must find space for itself by further damage to the western berm. Ihave
o shown on the plan* the probable river

boundaries of 1859-60, found by enlarg-
ing the survey of that period.
vey of that part of the river recently madewby
Lieutenant Dorward, R.E., and he has

~ » Sec Pla} No. 2

4. Plan No. 1 shows the sur
the Officer now in charge of the rangé
marked upon it in pencil a line to the
grass should be rooted up. Ilis proposa !
the Zemindarni the right to uproot, and stop the planting of, all lunka grass to the
west of that 1i ‘ : :

9. ﬂ()ax: E:}ec.other hand, should Government (?eCide, as I understand. from the
orders already passed on the subject, that a.margm of land is to be.acqulred along
the existing lunkas, together with possession of the sandy sll?als in the bed now
claimed by the Zsmindarni, plan No. 2 would sl.xow what will have to be done.
My proposal, then, would be to purchase a margin of 100 feet along the eastern

* Or monoliths set in o foundation of concreto:  getaclied lunka, to fix this boundary by*

masonry pillars, and to purchaso the sandy shoals over which the Z:mindarni
’

now claims the right of planting lunka grass.

6. I roughly estimate that this would cost as follows :— BS.
2 k of the river, at Rupees 300 per acre... 13,950

403 A t tern ban 3, 0
Ggg 1\2:2: grr: t}}‘xg lc:rswe detached lunkg:) at Rupees 300 per acre 13388
A b ¢ Rupees 20 per acre oo .80
410 Acres of sandy shosl, 2 llars{: ot Rapees G cach ... 120

Erccting twoaty boundary pi
. i Total... 41,920

n . - -

From Major J. BEATTY, R.E, District Engineer, Godavery, to_
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
o . 23¢h August 1874.

dent upon the decision which ma
in this note. Nothing effe

. , 1on
ctual can be done to prevent the coptinuance of erosi
on the one side of the riv

er, while reclamation and consequently action directly”

g rosion are going on upon the other bank,
Ooracanun, (Signed)  JOIIN MULLINS, Lieut.-Colonel, R.E.,
134k July 1874, . Clief Engineer for Irrigation.
‘\*——_-
No. 699. OrpER THEREON, 281, August 1874, No, 2,442,
‘ IRRIGATION, No. 63, His Excellency the Governor in

Council deems tho subject brought to
notice in the foregoing papers of very
e Godavery, but in connection with the
ud Ilis Bxeellency resolves, therefore, to

the Government Solicitor, with a view to
General beine

$, a
proceedings to

the opinion of the Advocate- g obtained as to whether the Government,
vs the law stands at present, have a rio

o e s . ght to provent any action, on the partof
individual proprietors of lands on the bunks of guch rivers, for the purpose of
forming accretions or rendering nataral accretiong permanent . ,such action, tending
us it does to alter the natura] course of the ri : )
ous to the interests of riparian landholde
to carry out and maintain efficient Conservancy. It is de
be decided what is from a legal Point of view the beq of
those referred toin which the widyy, occupied by the
different times of the year. The Goday

erys the Kistna, and the gein.: iv f
the delta of Tanjore have well-defineq banks, the whc:len o or whith betwes

oy e . . 8pace or width between
which is in ordinary full freshes occupied bupt in 4 w%d hp i "
] rt of this space isnot covered b : 211 the dry scason,
arge part o p Y Wwater, but i ; d
) ! . » LUl occupied by sand or mu
banks. The Government desire to learn whether riparian Proprietors have any
rights in respect to such allusion, and if 80, what righ¢ '
. - 5 .
owners of the adjacent lands with w

hich latt 1 It is evident that the
atler syg . . .
in nnot without i ' banks are, when the river is
low, continuous, cannot without grave Inconven

r ,
as private property and to plant them up, or otherwise altep th::]tt(:i aiot:)rgf‘t]‘;:: :J}L:
the capacity of the general channel or bed of thg river, and obiige it ¢ ml s X
itself by the erosion of the banks elsewhere 3 if therefore the (}overnmer?tecna :;g:,; ;
interpose their authority to regu]ate. all proceedingsi within the riyey banks, it will
- be necessary to obtain powers enabling them to do 80. ?

a river, in cascs such as
Wwater varies greatly at

by the Wwater,

ience be pe

2. A closely connected ques.tion also and one _Of SOme infportan e is whethor
Government can frame l‘f‘g“mt“’"s TEQUINNG  riparian landiiolderg to obtain
permission to carry out stmc.tly p.rotecuve works. 1t i considered that thege
Ahowever right and proper their object ma):l l')e, need to.be brought yngey som(;
control, otherwise they may be so executed as to occasion lnjuriOug action elge-
where. '

. ' . - '
3" The Government are under obligation to prevent desty

. . d theo | uctive floody by
the regulation and embanking of these rivers, and they along can elfctivoly

ol

s
»

Y be arrived at on the points brought to notice
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T I epartment,
dinas of the Madras Government, P ublic W ork;FQ,P
Proceedings ¢ T Sath August 1874,

, is being done to this
, . h has been and 18 g do

: 3 nservancy. M«“? et g e g e tection renders
pr(c)IWdedfolrx i~ Pr?’p;:‘;grtance of the inferes s Whllt;ll} r?::ilf:ﬁld be available,
end, and the growing . tine this obligati haitelirad
. . ‘ rs for meeling d clearly under-
" '?ie:;xmb:l? ﬂ;at 31‘1;2;9’225 Z:'v:he Government should be defined and clearly
and that the lega bizuo
stood ; if this position be do.ubflful or ambig

: ned.

neessary Will haye to be obtai (True Extract.)

. NS, Lieut.-Colonel, R.E.,
(Signed) J. MULLI ',] P —

s

»

us. such legislation as may be
) ) '

-~ To the District Engineer, Godavery. ‘ ’ 4

v

»»  Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
o Government Solicitor.
»» Financial Department.

w LAttlr W

Exd. E. C. Shunker,
Sparo Copieg
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