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an B(pceedings of the Madras Glovernment, i’ublz’c ‘Works Departmen;
- ' 26tk August 1874, ’ | .
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{ "y o4 NEER ':f ‘ :
[ Xo6..641.  Read the following letter from R. E. NORFOR., | CoL ’
Engineer, South Arcot, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.iﬁ., Ssgc':’rert);:t;I: t ' :: ‘
Government, Public Works Department, dated Cudd, 0 "‘
1874, No. 17— P » Gated Cuddalore, 21st April

Ix complian ithin i ; RPN .

N compliance with instructions conveyed in paragraph 4 of G. 0., No. 330, of ,

1 List of papers missing. the 11th February 1874, I have the R

1 Correspondence- containing five letters from honor to forward herewith a list - . ’
i » Overseers, ete., marked A. ublic d : t st of
i 1 Register of water, marked B. p ) ocuments, reported by Mr,

1 Correspondence containing copies of four letters Ilicken to be missing from the record

from Overgeer Coopana Pillay, marked C. of the Office of the No. III or Vird 8
. 111, irda-

1 Draft letter, marked D. .
‘ : chellum Range, Subsequent to the
desgatch of this list by the Range Officer certain vouchers called  for ‘by the
Deputy Controller of Accounts, Captain Christie, R.E., are also, when searched
for, found to be missing ; a list of these has been furnished to that officer.
2. Mr. Bell states that no records were ever removed from the Range”office
with his cognizance; the accompanying papers, marked A, will show that office
duties were conducted for a time at least in a building other than the Range office :
in fact, Mr. BelLhimself, while denying that records were taken away from the’
office, goes on to say that the Head Accountant admitted that a portion of the
current work was conducted in a vacant house in the town of Virdachellum ; this
was done at a time (to quote his own words) ¢ when there was a great amount of ,‘
business to be disposed of,” and (again to quote his own words) ¢ at a time when i
the freshes in the river which divide the village from the office were frequent.”
As regards the freshesin the river preventing the members of the office establish-
ment attending the office proper, the same papers, marked A, will show that such

was not the case. If this is not considered sufficiently conclusive evidence, the
accompanying registers® of water for

® Marked B. March and April, kept at the Mahmatoor

e
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Anicut, . situated about seven miles above Virdachellum, will, 1 trust, show unmis-
takeably that the state’ of the river certainly could have caused no interruption. It
is dificult also to reconcile the fact that a * great amount of business was disposed
of on the othet side of the river,” with the statement that “no office records were s
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removed from the Range office.”

. 3. It has subsequently come fo my
Government, that Ponoorungum has had a great deal to do with accounts and

nge in connection with works execx.lted d.urmg my administration
therefore, strong presumptive evidence that these records

knowledge, as also to the knov;iéilg;;' o't' i

records of thera

i of the range; there is, . : :
* had been for a long period in his keeping ; that they had been taken to his own

( dwelling house I have not the slightest doubt of. |
aking advances for public works

/ 4. Mr. Bell states in regard to Overseers m
from their private means, that I had become acquainted with this fact through

anonymous lellers, and that ke was not aware of this practice till 1 first informed kim of

;. 1le also states that Overseers were sent for to my house :f.nd privately inter-

rogated, and made to sign certain statements ot: the contents of which they were
‘serious reflection 07 my character, and I feeletl‘xat in justice

ignorant. Thisisa ara;
to myself Ishould refute these defamatﬁ,ry allegations.
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roceedings of the AIadr‘ax Government, Publie Works Department, . 4 : [’roceqdings of the J{adras Government, Public Works Department, | NS
— 26th August 1871, g ’ _ 26th August 1874. , ( : 1
5. In the first place, I did not obtain the k | o as their indents for funds will clearly show. One Overseer, Valoomyloo, who states
making advances from private funds through nowledge that Orerscers wero | : that money was forced upon him, produces |
U A ginf:lon{.mogs letters ; how I did get this j : : * Marked D. the accompanying rough draft* of a {
** Usually sent to the District Office by ord nation 18 as follows :— By a week! ; : o i lained ; had ‘
' ‘ " . omplained to Mr. Bell that he had too ;
No. 68, of 3rd Mag 1871, from tieola:; report® of the Anicut O y y ! P Jetter in Mr. Bell’s handwriting, says he comp e i
Superintending Engineer's Office. - poosawmy [ verseer A, Coo bio ; ch work, and could not get through the full allotments he had originally engaged 3
nal . e coolies wo k'found that the number of ’ :;nus end c;n the Pelandorai and other works; that Mr. Bell got very angry, :
Canal were small ; and in No. 414 of 25th I\;;orlmlgson the main Pelandorai ' ‘T l tl(:ref:tened to dismiss him and drafted a letter which he insisted upon his writing ’
: o rch . | i ' ) , B o . ; .
Overseer to report how often the coolies. were paid 73, I called upon the b f him; the draft is certainly in Mr. Bell's handwntl.ng,twlln]attevel; mayoénia»e _ 4
‘" y is not what a Range Officer "
- 13

» and the gystem adopted, in prompted him to write it I cannot tell, but it certainl

paying, telling him at the same time that if weekly
should have done.

likely the number of coolies would j i
, Increase; in r . . .
No. 354 of 28th March 1873, that the cooliesg ;vere (;)I:' ’

ORrDER THEREON, 26th August 1874, No. 2,420.
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‘“in the meanwhile the maistry ; . id about twice a th, and A N | 642
. y in charge 18 lnstruct mon l, an ‘ 0. . . . . .

saries to the wudders so that they may not feel an ed t,(,) supply w:lth the neces- | 5 ISHMENT, No. 49. ORDERED that’.the list of missing i
No. 1 of the 2nd April 1873, called for explanas: ¥ want.” Qp receipt of this, Iin § ; ) ESTABL ) : papers forwarded with the above letter be 3
saries. by maistries to the ’wudders' ang a'na;ll’on relative to the supply of n’eces- | o ' sent to the Controller for examination %
' u ‘ 3 : : . P S . o
poosawmy  tells me that as there :Vas nol p(;. 2b(1f Sth April 1873, A. Coo- | and consideration by Lieutenant Christie, R.E., when inquiring into the charges - F
: : ) 881 . . t N - : . .
without advances, he was compelled to borrow 90 ;{lty of procuring wudders f ' acrainst Mr. Norfor and Mr. Bell. . S ) ~ : Eii
2 upees from one Soobroyah  * ” - ag "9, In the meantime Mr. Norfor having charge of the range will complete 3

_Pillay, a Vakeel in the Mansif’s Court at Virdacl
ing to wudders, and that he subsequently borroc
of the same man for the same ’P“Pp(\se and
Moodelly adopted the same course, Tl;;‘, is ;
the Government wish to see the original letters

the list for information of the Contra_)llel‘; and collect all papers that may be “

]
igation ordered. , i -
¢ resolve to direct the Collector of South Arcot to associate =

ristie in the inquiry into the charges abuve alluded to. -

tellum, for the
wed a further
tated also ¢},
oW I got the

- I will
6. Irespectfully beg the Government vill dcl> rone
’ m

papers accompanying this, marked C, With the
, 8
understand how Mr. Bell asserts that he was ipnoy e t‘be
.0 : o a
were making lurge advances from Private meang .

purpose of advanc- ,
sum,Of Rupees 60 | " required for the invest
,t D. COOpoosawmy 3. The Governmen
tnformation, and if himself with Licutenant Ch
ém up, ‘ )

[ Y

o ken

(True Extract.)

Y P,

¢ the faver g peruse the
fore me it is difficult to
ftlu? fact that Overseers -
Hiad decantnt Possorungin oo ra:n:lut:hwa:)done through his - ‘
) iginals, which ought to : ¢ Uverseer’ 5 L ’

to b‘f found; it-is not likely Ponoo:ungunlm)e\::utl!clielgs u11 the Range Ome::,salgf’ﬁ?: | - | ‘ e Gvowmmmé'

as this enrrespondence relative to the advances took p) ° e.rt ‘them there; however
- 1872, it is clear that my bringing the improper [E)r:ze In Septembey and Octobext

March 1873 was not the first knowledge he had of e tice to Ay, Bell’s notico in - ; )

' se irr
7. That the Overscers were sent for to my hoyse andegular Proceedings.
) made to

of the contents of which they were ignorant the Overg
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A) havia denied, and the c]erks' in my office will be ;i?pgieglsel"“ (see paper . To the District Engineer, South Arcot.
:A.ll I did was done openly and in the public office with ¢}, °d to disproye this. ! C Oficiating Coutroller of Public Works Accounis.
in the room. : | e Ileaq Clerk present : . " Revenuo Department. 3
8. That I sent for these Oversecrs without consultin M ‘ "'{ C " ' ~
there would be little use my applying to Lim, as he diq Txot;". ell I fully admit : . ' - : &
and thwarted me in every possible way. ¢ he wag ordered : : ’ : o
9. Mr. Bell, with reference to the second charge, sayg ¢, ¢ | r
large sums through the Overseers to Contractors in March, « h:k he disburgeq r
seers’ reports that work for theso large sums bad been done 3" these r:ew by Ovyer -
recorded in the Range Office, and the Overseers deny hf}Ving mazzrts are ne / ' : ;
reports; in fact, they cannot have done 8o, as the cheques were given‘th:l‘): such o P
beginning of March (see papers A.) in anticipation for work ¢o be ezecyy, i :“ n the : Fxd. 8. T. Austin. &
- : n Mu"c/z , Spare Copies | igi
A b
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