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i . Proceedmgs of t]z,e }uadras Government, Pubhc lVar/:s Department

% :‘; 8tk January 1874. . P

oo ’ ‘

i No. 54 Read the followmg letter from Colonel E A FOORD R E., Inspect-
i -~ _ing Engineer for - Civil and Military, Buildings, . to Colonel Q. W,
| WALKER, R.E,, Secretary to Government, Public Works Department '

dated Chepauk 19th November 1873 No. 1 532 --f oy

]
; WITH reference to the Order of Government of the 15th September, N o. 2 27 1
A I have the I ¢ .",'
}g : 1 Letter from sttrxct Engmeer, No. 197 27th & h ¢ honour fo forward for sanc a
iR . October 1873. . A ion three estlmates, amountmn' together -
LA .5 Enclosures.. . - . to Rupees2 440, for supplymg and ﬁxmo-
v o % Eﬁ{mze’ S .~ . Duff's cooking rangesin Nos. 2, 3 and
$T o , : L. :+ 5 Barracks at \Velhno’tonh The Works

' ; . havmo- been completed the amount of tbe ebtlmate is the actual cost.. T

b+~ 2. While on the Neilgherries last month I saw the stoves thatare in use at
| “the Lawrence Asylum, and I inspected several times the stoves ]atel) put up in_
- the Welhngton Barracks, and there can be no doubt of the supermnty of the latter.
~:The estimate of Rupees 1,030, sanctioned on the 11th September 1872, provided .

for stoves similar to those at the Lawrence Asy]um. -The money was ‘not however
provided till March 1873.  In the meanwhile the District Enmneer havxng
ascertained that the stoves at th Asylum had completely failed, ordered others’

" of an approved pattern at the Madras Workshop, and- utilized the whole grant Of

_the year in paying, for them, . It was his intention, at that time, to prepa,re a

- revised estimate and submit it for the sanction of Government but as there’ was
o hkely to be some difficulty in fitting the ranO'e ﬂues into the ex1stmg chlmne)s ‘

" . ‘and the depth to be given to the . foundations could not be aseertamed qantil -
“the stone ﬁoors had been taken up and the soil below exammed ‘it was not poss1ble :"

to prepare a correct estimate.- So he proceeded with the’ .work and the rev1sed

" estimate was not sent in till the work had been completed On this I bave to.
remark that, though the revised estimate could not be prepared a report’ should .

have been made, as there was no doubt that the orlgmal estimate would be con- i 7‘”

o L “ mderably exceeded and reasons for its being exceeded could be gwen

Lo 3. The Workshop bill for the stoves, mcludmrr raﬂway charges, amounted
e; -~ . to Rupees 1,331-5-4, or Rupees 301-8-10 in excess of theamount sanctioned. T he
Cop " Test of the excess is for fixing the stoves in the cook-rooms. I he stoves reqmred

| | to be cased with brick-work, and substantial foundations were mdlbpeneable. In. _
N " twoof the rooms the foundations were excavated to the solid ground. In No." 5 T
d‘% . Barrack there was a depth. of 20 feet of made earth’ under the ﬂom'. In tlnn o
| case the excavation was made 5 feet deep. The ground was’ consohdated by
ramming and the brick-work laid on 6 inches of concrete Wlth larve

ﬁa'e

RO watermg and*

aez”“’ - stone to distribute the weight. The Dlstrxct Engineer took these precautmns -
L.~ . gonsequence of the failure of some work, a few years prevmusly, in one of the wash- .
‘ ? ST houses, where there is a sumlar depth of made earth under tbe ﬂoor., P

R S . 4. The cook-rooms had orwma]ly ﬁre-places of the ordmary na.tlve kmd

- ‘ ,The chmmeys had each two arched openings, but,- in connectm«r them with tbe“,

_range flues, it was necessary fo ‘substitute a single areh for the tno arches.A 'I‘he "

. _alteration had to be carefully made and under the 1mmed1ate supervmon ‘of the,
. Taluq Overseer. R R R RIS VRN

1
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5 I am of Opmmn that the Dlstnct Engmeer ‘took only proper precautloné

to prevent acmdents and cracks aud settlement and that consxdermg the high rates

j;hat prevml on the hills, the work has not been needle ssly costly. The correct- ;
ness of the rates on the Iuils isto form the subject of a separate report.
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