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* Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public TWorks Department,
, ‘ 21st - August 1874. S

i

No. 510..  Read the following endorsement of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation
‘ " dated Ootacamund, 13th June 1874, No. 412 :— ‘ s
From J. H. GARSTIN, Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to Lieutenant-Colonel
J. MULLINS, R.E., Chief Engineer for Irrigation, dated Camp at Brama-

desam, 4th June 1874, No. 144. S :

Ox receipt of youf memorandum on prickly-pear, dated 27th February last
which reached me only on the 16th March, I sent copies of it to my Divisionai
Officers, and asked their opinions on the points touched on by you, which are
virtually two:—. . ‘ | ST

First.—To what extent the cost of exterminating prickly-pear, at present
existing on tank bunds and channel banks, can be thrown on the ryots interested
in the works affected. I o

Second.—Ilow best to exterminate the pear from roadsides, pathways, and
tracts of land, more particularly in the taluq of Kallakurchi and part of Trikalore.

2. The Acting Sub-Collector, Mr. Lister, thinks that the cost of clearing
tank bunds and channels should be borne equally by the Government and the

R R e 1 ey T S . 1P 1 e N . g g

carrying out this arrangement, © i

can be compelled to bear a portion of the cost of removing the pear or keeping it
. i : . . « o
down in future, unless special legislation is madé by law to meet the occasion.

> T st o e P e e Ty, o e .

cactus should be ‘bgrhe“»by Government, but that once cleared away there would
" be no difficulty in requiring the viliage officers to keep it down in future, ‘

and disposed‘ of efféctual/ly by means of a‘(legiélative enactment empowering the
Collector to levy, from any village in_which the District Engineer may consider
the tank bunds or channels require cleating of vegetation,~ the cost of clearing them.
if, within ten days of notice having been given to the Monegar to clear them, the):
remain uncleared. The cost to be levied by a ratable addition to the demand of

the village. - .. - c
4, In the first instance, however, I'think the whole cost of clearing should
bo borne equally by the Irrigation Department and Loeal Fund Boards,
5.- With respect to the suppression of the cacfus on lands and in vil]ag;a

Jimits and on roadways, there is a plan now before the Board of Revenue of giving
- -]

induce people to come forward and clear away the noxious growth, while the Local
- Fund Doards are alway 8 rcady to make grants for clearing it away within village
limits and by roadsides, and annual grants for that purpose are even now actually
. made for each talug. o . ‘ : oW ac
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. SunrrED for the information and orders of Goi;eljhment. .

.‘ K ‘;"‘Thé‘subject of the means to be taken for the entire removal and eite;mina-
tiod of prickly-pear from tank bunds and their supply channels is one of much
-importance, not only in the South Arcot District, but in many other districts. In

' wGhingleput and North Arcot especially the irrigation works are much overrun

. ith this vegetatiorf, and ‘elsewhere it is to a greater or less extent a nuisance, the
emoval of which ynll need very persistent efforts. ‘ ‘ ’
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ryots interested in the works cleared. e tainks there would be no difficulty in

Mr. Kough, the Acting Head Assistant Collector, does not see how the ryots -
Deputy Collector Stri Baliah thinks that the whole cost of the removal of the -

3 Iam xi'ineIf di;zpospd ‘to think that the ‘evil can only be really grasped

all sitch lands out on Cowle, free of assessnient, for a certain number of years, to
‘ . , to .
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Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to C};overnmen .

artment.
To the gl??:f? E\zg?::r for Irrigation.
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:u , o ", Mixvres sy T Hovorazre W. ROBINSON, c.s.1. S
' : TaE prickly-pear question is undoubtedly a very serious one everywhere,
' . I fear that the only way to deal with it as regards agricultural land is to g
special Cowles for its eradication. ' ' |
2. Possibly its eradication on Gramanattam or village sites might be a fair
charge on the Local Funds under the head of Sanjtation, I should, however,
deprecate anything like an adequate appropriation to this purpose in any district
on the simple ground that there are very many more important objects, such ag
village roads, village education, ete., for which the funds are urgently needed.
Certainly, Local Board funds could not be applied under any circumstances save
ag respects village sites; and I fear we never could again resort to the severe
tax for compulsory labor, whigh was put upon, the people of several districts some
j years ago in order to remove at once the neglect of many years in this respect,
- . , 3. The question here is the clearance of the bunds of Government tanks,
and it i3 easier to say what cannot be done than to devise a practical remedy,
" The old statute labor (Kudz’mardmut)—which no doubt included thig kind of
maintenance-—cannot now l?e enforced without legislation, either for, the entire
] or joint eradication of the nuisance, or in order to keep up the clearance wl, en
' once effected, say, at Gpvernment expense. This clearly resulted from the inquir
- made by the Public Works Commission some years back. I deprecate the fitfu]
, irregular, and inequitable operation of pressed village labor, but have always bee;
{ - - infavor of legalized *Kudimardmut, and. believe that sooner or later it I;lust be
. resorted to in some form or other. . '
_ . . .° ' 4. The Law doesnot admit of Loeal Board funds being applied to the repairg
. ‘ ‘ ] o or conservancy of Government tanks. It should be forbidden,

22nd June 1874, c (Signed)’ W. ROBINSON,
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’ I susyir that this draft does not sufficiently assert the obligation of Statut
, labor. Whether we be willing to enforce it or not, the customar ®
. ' : | (specially in respect to the object under consideration
* : : ancient institutions of the country. "The obligations o
' 2 "done in other countries, be maintained until the eircy
| clearly indicate that the time has come for changing the
.and I hold that a_serjgu’s injustice has been done to the country by the neo]
with which this matter has been treated of late; and by the extravagant ¢ :bic't
tution of a costly Kugineer organization for Kudimardmys (tenant’s repair o
: respect to the repairs and maintenance of such agricultural works, Par) in
R , " 2. Already adraft Law has been prepared for the regulation of Rudimardp,
5 _ ‘ and I believe that either regulation or commutation, is one of the Wants of t!;]t’
country which should no longer be neglected. In anorder, therefore, of thig kins

I submit that the obligation should be fairly asserted, though Perhaps not jn;
1 : ‘ on in practice for the present,. sisted

: 112k July 1874,

¥ obligation existg
) and belongs to the most,
f Statute labor should, ag jg
mstances of the Population -
form in which it i exacted ;

(Signed) W, ROBINSOY,
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