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Proceedmgs of the Madras Gowrnment Publzc Works Department, | ’
LR . 19¢% Augusf 1874. o .o ‘

———

No. 416.. Read the followmrr letter from Lleutenant Colonel A. S. MOBERLY
‘ ~ R.E,, District Engineer, Cuddapah, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R. E.,
PRI " Secretary to Government, Public Works Department dated Camp at

N Wontlmlttah 25th May 1874 :—.
3 ‘ WITH reference to G&. O., No. 769, of the Ilth March 1873 I have the honor
. to request that Grovernment W111 reconsxder their order ‘so far as it affects me,
A " When that order was passed I was on furlough in England and delayed my present
: appeal until I should have returned to India and been enabled to refer to exact -

,_xﬁr L N o

T dates and records. I trust *that the observations which I shall now respectfully
] a - proceed to make will induce the Government to reverse their decision, or at least
. ’to mitigate the very severe punishment which the above order 1nﬂ1cts upon me,
' {i 2. "Thelast paragraph of their order referring to me concludes thus :—¢ It will
: ;q[ ,  be open to Lim to lay before Government any explanation he may wish to give of
b his share in the responsibility for the mismanagement of the Allipore works; but -
“ he will understand that the Government are dissatisfied with the defence made by _—
'iv bim under date the 23th October 1872, in reply to paragraphs 5 and 6 of the order . ”fw
i above quoted, which has failed to remove from their minds the impressions they -

o

had been led to conceive of his gross neglect of his duties in connection with the 5 e
Bellary timber transaction and the work of the 3rd Division generally.” .
3. AsIunderstood paragraphs 5 and 6 of G. O., No. 2,119, of 6th Septembe\

o 1872, I was called upon for explanations solely with regard to the Bellary timber"
i defalcations, and to that mattar alone L confined my observations in my letter to
Government, dated Kensington, 25th October 1872. I was not aware that any AN
defence was required from me in regard to my discharge of the duties attachmo' to k
the work of the 3rd Division generally, as no copy of*G. O., No. 1,376, of 3rd
* June 1872, was furnished to me. As, however, the order of Government, No. 769, of
4 " . 11th March 1873, is based upon my gross neglect of these duties, as well as in regard
o to the Bellary tlmber defaleations, I beg to place the followmcr observations before :
the Government, and respectfully submlt that I have not bsen gullty of any such S
) gross neglect, . ' S N :
L - I would here pomt Gut to Government the great drﬁiculty of meetlncr ‘
| a charve of such a general character. I amnotinformed how, or in what manner,
S have npqlected my duties, nor are any speclﬁc instances mentioned. If I am

to gwe any explanation regarding the manner in which I conducted my duties ;

as Superintending Engineer of the 3rd Division, I respectfully urge that I should o

be furnished with specific charges, and that I should not .be pumShed untﬂ I have '

had an oppartunity of submitting my defence.

e

,\
"

% '3 ) 5.. There are three transactions referred to in G, O., No. 769 of llth March
b 1873, and to these three I will confine my remarks :—

o lst —With regard to the estimate for the Tungatoor: 'Gul%fa‘!‘eir’dy chemnelv

% . . -+ " :in the Pullumpett Taluq of the Cuddapab D1strlct mentloned in G. 0,

’; - . No. 1,376, of 3rd June 1872.

P . 2nd.—With re«ard to the timber accounts of the Bellary Range, mentioned

% : . inG. 0, No. 2,119 of 6th September 1872. K .
g . : 3rd —-Wrth regard to the Allipore Tank PrOJect mentxoned in G 0., No. 769 .
i"'r A of 11th March 1873, 5 » . R
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""" of the division during my absence, and I can only

o " "sight, and as no work was done upon the estimate,

%35  tion to his work in the Cuddapal

... -suspension, but taking no notice

|  in the Cuddapah Range was.also
- “for which I applied.” I wag very

.- ) M v |

g v

Droceedings of the Madras Government, Public 1, o ‘
v | 19¢4 Aug}tst 1874. 0 ﬂ“ Departmcnt,

6. As regards the estimate for the Tungatoor G
ject of G. O., No. 1,376, of 3rd June 1872, I frapk]
in passing it.- The only way in which I can accoppt fop - |
.. s L astount for : |
item for excavation in rocky soil is th'atftpe-eStimat'e W l:fg- }?Vemght as t? t‘,he »
ture just after my return from three monthy’ privilege leaﬁel tIefore me for signa- k
. with work, having to read up all the papersin the office felati'ng'fzzﬁ mtrerwheir.ne;d
, e transactions
bt ‘ X , conclude that. in th |
- signing papers, the large item for excavation in rocky seoi;hea‘t, in the hux;r)t of -
* However, as, I believe I am correct in saying, this i¢ a’solitar;ciizfd ny Ifl(_mce.
’ " - ance of over-.
‘ I would ask Government not

%

to let it weigh heavily in the scales against me.
R & ~ As I have alfeétdy stated in paragraph 3 L
' T ' . ¢4 n
. 3rd June 1872, was ever furnished to me, arll) » B0 copy of G. 0., No. 1,376, of

L ﬂ ‘ d it . .
~ . return to India from furlough that I saw 16 was only in April 1874 after my.

" : . With ref; : o
ol ety T T TS R

. other charges connected with the Pullumnets
R : o 1 ullumpett Range to .
. - . . . ‘ ‘ avo e 3 ‘
in charge of another range. I was on and‘off in'bthe' Pu?lullmngeﬁsﬁsmnt ]f?lngmeer‘
I went down there on t D ange for about

dle of Octob - >
émporary. charge ~tober 1871 that I sent for

‘ Rance, . Th: . N -
- letter, No. 1,346, of 20th ‘Octolzl)ér ?’;“8?91-;&3(;118 ; reported in paragraph 10 of my
o give mo thé sorvice. % s @nd at the same time asked Government

v ces of an officer for the ange, e |
- for a short time, in order that a1 the work et Yo it wero o

“ ‘ € § carried out und ‘ PR,
- mbg) as(xi careéul;y n;\;eas;red UP .28 possible, On thig 16';; (j)rf i{ing (()}Wley mlght
.. passed an Order, No. 2,770, of 2nd November 1871, approving of Mrovézi‘:vﬁ?:s
of : ' ' «
ﬂtér .paragr‘aph‘ 9; and Ithqrefore' respectfully.
. In temporary charge in addition to his work
usf:‘ﬁ";d,ﬂas no steps were taken to give the help
C o . ell during . S or .
S h 2 of . 8 part of the time, as I reported in
”v“wpar'?glzap of my 1'?“91‘_, “‘Nq. 1,814, of 19th December 1871: but nev‘érthe]ess
o odeon ¥y having Mr. Hun . o assist in takine-
/ measurements, and_repo‘rted to Governmengt in u;?ter with me tglffs!s:l in téklng
-of 19th and 30th Decembef'lgn res ot Iy ‘ettersz"Os. 1, an 1’844’A;
| 187'2a 1 l;eg respSti:fully to refer ,to t}igss 11‘:'&1&5;; a:‘(\i 1\1:\1,913 ,‘O;f lsfh ‘Jz‘muary,
o ordervs ha era, w :
- . of energy a:(: z;so::{\;::z“hr ‘ “‘?P‘lﬁ)ﬂSG of Shéw'] " 80 far a8 1 am aware,
~ and that my conduet is not op;‘: ;“y P2t in 106k p o aft;t%}t}”lat there yas no lack
. - : 2 ; . ‘ ‘
G- 0., No. 1,376,.0f 3rd June 1879 ¢ P Vationg o .. RIS of this range,

.. contend that my placing 'Mr, TIy

C

~ment. . » Lhad to move into” the

. Cumbtim Réngé tb Iobk after Mr Hudson“ JapUary 187029ntained in pvarakgraph 3 of: u
L ¢ \ n -0

. , » 8 Whom T Te

R 8, W1th régar‘d.‘t’o thé Bellar 3 !

i R . . . [ . t » g i
‘fu'ﬂy submit that ‘I can hardly be hgd“lmber defa}cati n;

- all the ground occupied in

: . o o
. 1 ; g R . Moren X v wi |
yorld remind the Goverument fhag gy, " gtom, 95 Oupes O
e S DT T RS 9d DiY}ﬁIUZ’I Tie E?ober 1872, but I
o I L s T ?’mgm in fhe,

me . ‘ s "
T TIN PR ART

g

ingareddy channel, the sub-. -
Y admit that | was in blame

' the 23rd September 1871, and it was N

of ﬂle Puliu‘n{pett Range, in addi- }

Ported pecialy o Govern-

e 4

1

ol By

‘ . “ ' . 5 .
U TR i atnt L i

.o ozt

o TR

B e . AU Gy e AT B, o 52

- l,usam #,_.,rﬁ,;v-«gs»‘;‘véﬁ» .

!

k.

3

Ny

P p—

U, VPN

o —
i A ETTTTEE

-t

ke

-

e P e

. _
2y A.,.; B e e L R A I Aok bl s
B - . _
N

Ty

TR el

r g o eAERRS. TETHATAEO L AT
a

[

* - St T
[ o g AT R ST T ey i

R e e e N . v
v b me g g

* Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. 19th August 1874, - ‘

* .

- Madras Presidency extending over the three districts of Cuddapah, Bellary; and

8.050 Kurnool, and having an area of 26,583
11,496 square miles. KFrom the date of my
7,037 appointment to the charge of this divi-.

26,583 'sion. in November 1864, until Iwent
—— home on furlough in May 1872, a period
of seven years‘ and a hé.lf, I believe that I wasgecot}d to no officer in the Presi.

. dency in vigilance, energy, and activity. I had thuteen‘ Rat-lge Officers unt?er .
my control, and.I was constantly moving to and fro IOOklf\g into and check‘mg
their expenditure and work, being generally. absent from "head-quarters during )
nine or ten months of each year. It was during one of tl.lese long absences from
Bellary that I first learned of the deficit in the :?tock of timber at t%xat place, and-
I immediately brought the matter to the notlct.a of Gov;rnmﬁn‘tﬁn x}xlny letters,
No. 3,213, dated 14th February 1870, and No. 3,551, dated 15;3 March 1870.

9. At that time Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, the Executive n{z’,‘meer in charge |
of the Timber Depdt, assured me that Rupees 752 was the tota arg?ut.xtof the
deficiency, and I had no reason in the world to doubt bis accuracy. Of his subse-

Cuddapah ... e
Bellary | ... -
Kurnool ae cer . sewm

| quent. stock-takings, and the further deficiencies discovered, Lieutenant-Colonel
. 3. i

Palmer never informed me, nor had I any reason for ;suspe?’ti“g t!“;t any further |
defalcation would take place. I knew from repeaﬁed'l_ﬂ:ervfe‘? Wl(ti hAlm that he . -
was particularly alert and vigilant with regard’t? t; tl(f;n er 1 Pgot. 1 was
aware that he had procured two sentries frf)m.the Briga _lel'l; e'nem‘d Olllllma-.ndmg .
“the Ceded Districts, and had one posted inside and the ot er‘O(;l.tSI e the timber-
yard. I had every confidence in him as an officer of long standing in the depart-
ment, and senior too to myself in the service. Surely 1 fa(r; ?(;t tto blatge‘for
relying not only on his written assurance a3 tfx the amoxil}t o :sa ::t}l:'m 0( upees
752), but on his repeated verbal communications that there w Ing wrong,

I had many bad and inefficient officers, and Lieutenant-COImiel Palmer’ was

. : i nd correctness I had most reason to
among those in whose honor, integrity, @ | 4

trust. ' -

10. As reg‘zlrds the.AlliP;)re~ Tank P fojeCt’ mentioned in G. O., No. 769, of = -

" 11th March 1873, I would respectfullykm'ge that blame should not be attached to -

me. I will confine my remarks to the tank and the supply channel from the: .

Chuttrum nullah. The earthwork and the stone revetment to ?he formelr were
comumenced by the Sappers, and the portion to the east of the sluice was executed .
: un .o
215{0‘::"‘; alfzivt::;eff x'(t)he revetment so as t? prevent theﬂstonesi’shppmg,- and
Colonel Bean, in paragraph 14 of his letter, No. 1,979, of .aGth November 1872,
admits that the revetment of that portion of the bund carried .out by the Sappers -
has stood well and forms no portion of the work reflegted on in this report. . He
has erroneously said northwards, where }\6‘ sho:xld have said ea.stwards. When
" the other portion was given out on Vcontljact_ by Colonel ?almer, in order to'expe.
dite the completion of the work, it was, I'recollect, stipulated that a footing or
. foundation of une-half to one yard, according as it was found necessary, should be
“made for the stone revetment. I have tried to get the orders that were issued at
this time, which  were, I think, in 1868, but no orders p»revious to February 1869

d excavated agreeably to Colonel Palmer’s ordgrs to -



G

‘ and sa“iﬂd to agree very nearly
18 ‘ o
" whenIf
- that no bills for Sapperla

- absence on toyr ;
2 On tour 1n the division "
e 1n the station of Bellary its e erom the way in which work was execuiel
ooon the kind of work do

o gellgry for the purpose o
S olonel Palmer ‘stipul
| Swgllow’s ‘charge as wel
N l;_ad attended to this ord
] “l:ladm seen, I concluded
! “‘4C(m
) | | T to g . - M
o d::j W;;rklng;.exceeded the sancti i inats, Gopesof Al sconeh uimaten
’r Rupees 2,500 wer
L Rupe | e su
. ‘,_!wb.rmg 1t to notice, e
- ...copies of gome’es

- Alk rn ftom C :
.~ Allipore tank - estimat .Captain Edgcome that in March 1870 copies of the
] Contl'pller. ; : ;

y Bean sa)v

* levels, an
. my recollection

I they should be submitted..
. larly supplied and adjust:e
. up as soon as | heard fro

2N dlfﬁcu}ty "\ adjusting, -

- ment infl
. Besides my reduction in ran

T per .mensem. "From Nove
. - meer, I drew Rupees 800 25 p

", Pay as Lieutenant Colone]

L ' " i . v B W
L1 . . ' 4 .o " - f
} v . . ) . .

» N e

Croceedings of the Madras Government, Public

I , , Works D ,
— . 19th August 1874 s Departments

s

~can'be found. The lower T
iPart of this portion of the work was executed during my .
::Lf’ iimin:l:li(:h was I believe, a very great improvement
er it neéess::-ls {em:s’ I had full confidence in Colonel -
f secing whetheyr 'tohnp‘ open the work on my return f0
ation. This po tl' ad been executed in accordance with
1 asthe pie bp.r on o.fv the work was under Serjeant
Plece being carried out by the Sappers; and as he

er abo . .
he h Zt Ny f?Otmg or foundation in the one case, and which
a done 80 in the Othel‘. - ‘ ) o

1. As regards the rates,

almer, I did not consig

NS e i + T b G iy g A BB

troller to discover and brin I respectfully urge that it was the duty of the |

¢ P
B N ]

oned esti : . ‘
sed teS:)unates, C?Ples of all sanctioned estimates
I have a p of © sent to him, and if not sent he had only
s had not bg:r ect recollection of his informing me that
n sent, and of my ordering Range Officers to

. 5 timate
s8upply them ; and | leg

CrtF o e b asbA

vt

= hen

o and of

| ‘ o ‘twerlxty One‘“ other estimates were sent to the

12, In paragragh 10 of Lo 1sr. e e R 2
‘ graph 10 of hig 1 |

s that, though tho fall etter, No. 1,979, of 26th November 1872, Colonel -

ST 11 “
’gl%e’ 1t l‘as really & fall of f:fhthz channel was intended to be only 2 feet per
olonel Palmer tried to adhere to the to 5 feet per mile. I can only: say that

d which that officer stated | line along which Lieutenant Porter took his
| :1) had N arefully checked, and to the best of b
- occasions whilst the work was in progi'ess o

O B e L T

N was checked on geyer
As régards e . : i
' para ra h v ' . ‘ . i . K

st went to Bellagry jpi:n 11‘)10f Colonel Bean’s letter, I beg to state that :
bor were bzicsr‘n'ber‘ ].864"1 learnt f;om th:lRang‘e Officer o
and haq beei i‘;[;plled te him, and immediately directed - jv
d'as I hag no o er the impression that the& were regu- . "
¢ from the Contro)le, ?;e complaints, I did take the matter
R ut_‘?‘a“n‘)t remember now what was the

'I do not know if the
icted . upon me in

Lt g ld mmes ang

GoVernment ar. -
e g
Peragraph Jltfag‘a(';"a e of the severity of the punish- -
 Isufler byvig g Lous No. 769, of- 11th March 1873.
amber 186 n SIS of pay amouating to Rs. 308-12-0
s 1?ubhc Works galgy Was made Superintending Engi-
> of my going 1oy “Jdition to the Military pey
o N > lome on fyrlq ;
ieute oeome A ] % rlough in -1872, 1 was
»  Stperintending Engine;'x-“ ‘l,ggg 4 ‘P(i,‘ 1,001‘;1?&3]&;‘{7‘0()10‘1131 drawing ’Rupees .
. 800 g .o 70240 Military pav . ‘
Y pay, the amount of
0 é’?" menge ‘ ‘
o~ e ¥ the rulip
5 Thent order above mep

. '-;‘_‘ . i J ‘Totalgl-‘;o“: - My Salary‘
S R 2 4;2 1,802.4.9 ‘ : ‘
T gin the Govern- *

ioned, I can only
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" Proceedings of‘tlz‘e‘ﬂ[ddra;’(fo:vernn—zent, Public Works D__epaﬂmejzt,

10¢th August 1874.

Maximum as Executive Engineer... 1,250
Net Military Pay Proper... L 243

Difference between the above ...

Pay as Colonel

.

" Supermtepding'}i;lgine.e;.

Maximum as Esesutive Engineer. 1,250 0 0
Net Military Pay Proper...

Difference between the above ...

smaller charges. My shortcomit
rather to defects inherent in the ©
vigilance upon my part. -

No. 417.

draw the maximum pay, as Executive
Engineer, viz., Rupees 1,250, pluz my
Military pay proper Rupees 243-8-0, or a
total of Rupees 1,493-8-0, by which 1
shall be a loser of Rupees 308-12-0 per
mensem. In the event of my not being
reinstated before getting my promotion
to Colonel, my loss would be Rs. 510-15-0
per mensem. e

15. The impossibility of one
man being able efficiently to superin-
tend the work of a division so extensive -
as the 3rd, was one of the reasons which <
2 T~ led to the new organization’ and to
1gs, whatever they may have been, wex:_e.owing
1d system than to any want of zeal, activity, OF

ps. 4. P
0 0
3 8 0
1,493 8 0

s P——

308 12 0.

—__—_—l-‘
1,265 5 0

00 0 O

2,085 5 O

m——

304 6 0
1,554 6 0

510 15 0

- . i _ﬂ“ -

i ORDﬁR.THEREON, 19th August 1874, No. 2,309.

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 35

His Excellency the Governor in
© Council has reconsidered, with refer-

various orders referred toas affecting Colonel A. S. Mobe:ly, an
alter the decision come to after careful deliberation.
matters animadverted on the Governi
with Colonel Moberly’s administrétion as a Superintendin
Division _through a succession of years
districts which were under his charge.

9. Colonel Moberly has now an opportunity of .red(.eemi
sphere of duty which should be }Vithill his power to do justice to,

ernment will anxiously watch, and hope to

ence.to the present representationsy the
d sees no reason to

Trrespective of the specific

ent have reason to be seriously dissatisfied ,
g Engineer of the 3rd

), the defects of whichare still feltin all the

ng the pastin a
and the Gove
Le able in future to approve ofy the

‘manner in which his public duties are conducted. ‘

To the District Engineer, Cuddapab.

L% s

Exd. T. 0'Connor.
!SPN‘Q Copies

(True Extract.)

G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.y - '
Secretary 1o Governmient.

| (Signed)
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