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: Proceedings of the Madras Goz:emlr‘nent,Pubfa"c' IV orks Department, -
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No. 208.

. Tead the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel J. F. FISCHER .
R.E., District Engineer, Madura, to Lioutenant-Colonel J. MULLINS,
' R.E., Chief Engineer for Irrigation, dated Madura, 30th June 187 4: L
No. 1,316:— . .- L
" I nave the honor to acknowled
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‘ ge, on. the 24th June 1874, receipt of G, 0. of -
. the 11th May ’1874,AN02<'1,‘26'2,T and ;Eggt_l may . be allowed to submit some .
exp]énations in reference to the severe condemnation His Excellency in Council = - ‘
. hLas been pleased to pass on me, and whic_h I most sincerely deplore. o :
9, As regards the Gopaulpore, Luhkah, I'was never made aware thatany -
4 ! guch complaints had been prcfcrrpd‘agrainst me, a.nd I most sincerely regret that, ﬂ
: 0 the hurry of writing ona subject which I believed had been settled, I should ‘
! pave expregsed.lnysclf in a way 80 as to cause any aunoyance to any of the
| District Revenue Authorities; but I. beg to add, Mr. Su.mtlf charged us with
| exercising great injustico and oppression towards the proprfetmft’ an imputation I‘
' felt was quite, uncalled for, anfl a8 _’he had n_ef’e‘r scen me in 1}1&; life at the time, '
. had been only a very short time 12 the. district, and ncver. once visited . the
\ locality, though’ within casy .reach of his head-quarters by boat and canal, 1T -
. considered he might have given me some ‘Cl'.edlt for try.mg to do my duty
i consciefatiously towards the Government ; qu in represent}ng the matter'to the o
L Governnﬁaeui, Ar. Foster, who has known me for many years, need ‘har.dly havepst . -
. the very worst construction he could on all my correspondence, as ifIbad been . -

' getuated by personal
! to explain matters to him.
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motives only, and might have afforded me an opportunity-

% A

pcnéation fr;r.the“ grass cub on the ‘luilka\hg’ I beg - :

- In refusing to pay com ‘ . '
3 ] he limits of the luckah were defined, it was impossible to .

; to obff; :Z;:f:,,:i::d belonged to the proprietrix or the Government; it is true

" gay wh cd he: liarits extended to low ‘water-mark, but on inquiring af, what
- we Wei? '15 to bo fixed in @ river having such variable depths of water, we were
. 3“01 b “; ¢ it was to be taken ab dead low water . summer lovel, which was ° L
- iaformed 1% the Junkah boundaries extended from bank to bank of the: - ' .

to sayin e : : ‘
v tantamount ying d little prObabllx}:y of the matter being settled, I asked -

3 L when 1 found there was ‘ | ;
,:;::I(')’o;;ector to take up the whole lunkah under Act X. of 1870; as soon as the " +* '+

; Zemindarei heard of this-fllcre I beg §9f0;03}%rvelsl(;lfi is an dabse{ntgg and ‘a,lvﬁat.ya k »?
 resides ab Vizagapatam-—shc sent somo 0i er. ?3 a nf.es znthanMagent to inquire . ﬂ
¢ spto and arrange matters; thCS? P?Ople_ at ~°1‘11°9,££Bm1886 e Manager who hLad
: “preferring all the complaints gga}nstt e officers of the., Depa'rtmfant Pz}blic e
) beeﬂ,p‘ ! ,’;‘1(,71 the Tabsiidat,repudxated,all his transactions and claims for L
. Works thro c{n d came to me to ‘withdraw my application to enforce the Act, R

‘ ) this as so much .injury . had been done to the . ...

t oompensations caing t0 B8 '
E 601111\1 them I could hot 0O¥ do this as 50 jury 2 d
. Ito serty, and so many complaints made against us of injuring their

; Governmznt i“o‘;ty gnd I had been forced fo take this serious step to try and ", ;-
;. Fights o P:teI; . {o’r'a'loﬁg time I gave them the same answer as they called on " i
: b settle th? n;a'l : ‘:,heil I waé at Déwlaishweraui, but at length I wrote demi-officially i :
: ,x ‘me ﬁlmﬁst“ a1 j: sxplain their request to him, and to ask bim if the matter conld = . -
i P o Mr F oster to ©XD ered ; to this I received no reply, and I heard: + %

o conditions they ofl : \
abjoct till called upon to prepare tho survey. Thad hoped tosend. * . 7
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
11¢h August 1874. '

from my own experience of many previous years, and from the instructions of
Sir A. Cotton and Colonel Orr ; as soon as the first fresh passed over the anicut—
a very moderate one—the whole of these works were swept away into the sea, and
both the Executive Officers allowed that their season’s work had been lost as I
had anticipated. Years of neglect had brought the river banks into a dreadful
state, and now another season was lost. I then undertoock to carry out such works
as ] could to recover 80 much lost time and ground, and the general result of
theso operations was ;eported to Government by Major Oakes with cordial and

date of this I regret T amnot oy lihed jna G O. of July 1872;* after
this order I did mnot consider I was
rds the conservancy of the river banks, and

* The No. and
give.

y opcrations as rega
in their orders of the 13th Octobe
what I had done, the Government expressed no
neer for Irrigation should now only charge me
and also of the orders of Government during three years, I am quite at 2 loss to
understand ; durirg his absence in England the officer acting for him.reported the
matter favorably to the Government, and on his return the necessity for under-
taking the works on eniergency was further exp
in either instance from the Government, under these
d he now characterizes my procee ,

¢ failed in ono single instance,
en rectified or much improved, the results of the works can
Le seen at once and bear their own record. I trust, then, the Government will be
ased to exonecrate me from blame in this matter. I am the only officer now

s had much to do with the
to support me in the view

g of the Governmen
d he entirely approved of all I had

restricted inm
disapproval ; why the Chief Engi-

circumstances it is with great

regret 1 fin
As the works have no
river which has not be
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left in India who ha
therefore appeal to any one
acted upon fur the best interest
randall when he visited the district, and
and in writing I have laid the whole subjec

ﬁpproved of the system I bad adopted. I beg then most respectf
nces, I had 1o other course open to me to serve
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been lost when another scason was again los
stem and it fafxled; the Chie
r acting for him came to

‘done,
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ment interests, and
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and much time had already
attempting to introduce a new ¥

absent on lcave, and as soon as an office ; ‘ :
was shown the state of affairs and the works being executed : all this has bee

before the Government, and BO disapprobation exprossed ; it is then very nginful
to me néw to be charged with, and condemned for, these procecdings, the more &0
as I Lave only conscicn " what I considered it was my duty to do

tiously done W .
under such very pecu]i»”:l' and trying circumstances; an
strictive

works no such re orders had ever been issued to any of my pre
or in any other district. I would gladly hav
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works we had in hand, and had to tr

the distriet he

decessors,

and the time but I co
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entire approval in his Notes of inspection .
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with disregard of his instructions -

lained, and elicited no disapproval

dings as being far from satisfactory. |
and there is not a set of the

Godavery river, 1 cannot
I took of this matter and .
t; but I explained it to Colonel

¢ before Sir A. Cotton, who cordially
ally to submit that, . -
the Govern-

tho most emergent nature,
t in -

f Enginecr was .~

nloid

d in regard to such repair

e made matters far more complte .-
uld get no Surveyors for all the | -
the meantime theso river works =
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Madras Government, Public Works Department,
11th August 1874. .

S
Proceedings of the

be taken up afresh, evén to obtaining correct data of irrigated
e extension of irrigation. 1 found the river banks in the most
terribly neglected condition. I fully expected at one time that the Gentral Delta
would have been cut off from the anicut, and that the east flank of the Naggarum
aqueduct would be turned by the river and all the irrigation by it destroyed;
there were large balances of local funds in the treasury, and in the dry talugs
e to open out roads, and in the deltas mud roads ‘only had
t to Madras in April 1870, I explained fully to ‘Colonel Orr
Colonel Maullins’ presence, and I appeal to him to say if.
I then laid before him. :

the whole had to
areas and probabl

been made. On a visi
the state of affairs in

Colonel Orr did not entirely approve of all
11. Up to date of my leaving, the irrigated area had been increased by

60,000 acres of land yielding a water-rate of 2,40,900 Rul?ees to the Government;
of this area 10,000 acres are in the Central Delfa, for whxc‘h. no new works have
been sanctioned, but the increase has bee'r} realized by utilizing the repair grants .
in a proper manner; the completion projects fo_r the Eastern and We.ste.r'n Deltas
have been submitted, sanctioned, and are well in hand, and up to this time there
! T boon no failures in executing any of the large works provided for in these
g:tima::s and no exc t ; that for the Central Delta has been twice prepared

.cording to different instructions and sent in a year ago, togethef'with a p;‘Oposal :
acco bt]."hin g canal in a feasible manner betweep Cocanada and Nursapore, =~
fordis;aco::necgng all the ports of the district with the main lines of communi-
tclt:tions Jeading into the interior. ,

12. Estimates have been pre[)arfzd an '
roads in the delta, to make them efficient at all tim

of the work performed.
13. Most of the dr
surplus water in the Eas.tern anc
n to the completlon pro_]ect not
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d sanctioned for gravelling most of the
es of the year, and a good deal

u
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d Western Deltas; in the Central Delta for want of

hing more could be done than clear out

! sanctlzf the old drainages as well as we could from repair grants. ‘ )
aomeM The Unnamoo Lunksh project, for irrigating a large area® of land in the
: Yernagoodem Taluq and protecting the .

# 45,000 Acres. Western Delta from the floods of the .

o n investigated, prepared, and sent in.
Weyeiroo river, has bee g

f Local

15. Allthe balances© . .
t in all the &rY tolugs ; 50 much work has been prepared and sanctioned
el nd Boards of poth Circles have bad to apply to Government to raise
ere making.

ain the rate of progress these works w
thoroughly and efficiently protected both "
aces where so much danger existed, and &

the Local Fu
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below th
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o | believe, quite 52
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. ! 1y ! 2 b M
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Lave been well and efficiently protected, and
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"~ ELSTABLISHMENT, No. 20.
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To the Chief (
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Ead. 8. T. Austin. -

t

Spars Copies =
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