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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public TWorks Department,

' » ‘ - 10tk August 18740 |

i ; AW

Read the following er'\doirsenieint of

No. 182. \
. - Qotacamund, 20th July 1874:— . =~ . '

TAYI;OR, R.N.i%., Aétiné Master' Attendant, Administrative -
Department, Madr:is, t‘oﬂtbe Honorable 'D. F, CARMICHAEL, Acting -
Chief Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated Fort St.

3087, ' S 4

F rém Captain J. .

Eo

‘ to George, 3rd July 18?4,‘ No.

1 mive the honor to forward, for the coﬁs’iderartion of His Excellency the
Go‘vernor‘ in Council, a statement setting fczrth the: gr:eat advantage tha}s wm‘xld,
accrue to the mercantile public by the erection of a lxglythoufuaq ou the island of -
Minicoy. That island, I believe, i3 attached | f.o- the c()llgctoxzatfa‘ of Malabar,
rendering it the duty of the Madras Gov.crnmfmt, if it sem}l fit, 'tq'xmtu.xte any st.eps
{n this direction.’ Though the fact of its bemg‘ equally interesting ina nautical -
point of view to Ceylon, Calcutta, Beng‘al, Ch’ma, and the East generally, may

" farnish @ good reason for the expense being ultimately sha)refi between Indian glld,

Imperial funds.

in 1862, this subject was much and favorably discussed, and it hus
om time to time since that period, though as yet no action has’
directly in the course from and to

» on this island
been vevived fr
Leen taken on the matter. The island lies y ;
Aden and Ceylon, and, being very 1"“.'» and witha ha‘zy at!r'mspheire, it isat present
very dangerous to navigatiox.;; b\-n: with a ‘good‘ brlght' light, it .wouId prove a.
most valuable assistant in directing the courses of steamers, which have 'm this “

to encounter most variable and perplexing currents, which are

ing to disturb their calculated positions. I ST

’

" . '

constantly operat ‘ A
3. The arguments that in 1862 proved the great utility of such a light have, .
since the openirig of the Suez Canal, and the consequent rapid im.:rease of steam
traffic in these 5638 acquired greater force, an.d what was then described as a u?eful
measure may now be alinost termed a x.xe.cessxty; "I'o be enabled to steer a direct

" ourso boldlys and realize an exact position-after the long run ‘fropx Aden, wmﬂd‘ K
eot reat boon to shipping, and 1 would therefore, in that important intcrest,

b:s‘:e%tf;lly urge u;ion 1lis Excellency in Council the adoption of tl?is 1nost

: ;,;;seworthy undertaking.” O - (
4., The island being low and of small du}}gnmons, a good ﬁrst-clas}s light of

' on, giving ordinarily from ships’ decks a radius of cighteen miles, *

) -

| 125 feet elevati

) - ‘ sumce_ s | have o . LT
“0“1‘:: Z:’shz aply quarried; but I do not know if it would be possible to use stone
Tl ’

\ hat nature in building & column; and when the ﬁecﬁli{;r shape’ of the island:
o KOf“al diacent recf are taken into consideration, a central position, which .-
‘and 13 l;:'e‘a:h‘]e best for the purpose, would require the erection of the ligh)thouse'f"
:vo;e on the sandy, shoreof in shallow water. 1 append a rough J‘sl'{étuh of the

o ' t : ST

jsland and reef to-illustrate my meaning. - . s

5. In the event of this work recomméhdihg,‘iéself to: His Excglléﬁcy‘i;l

Council, 1 would recommend An open work, iron, lighthouse, identical with the
ope recently €Tec

ted by Mr. Parkes on As}}ralﬁ'g Islary\dyi‘n Red Bea, which also is coral

P Ry
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" | v 1
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the Marine Dep‘értmént, daie& .

h

"9, When the Peninsula and Oriental Company’s ship Colombo was wrecked ’

heard that there is a coral stone on the island that .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pupl;,

: Works Department,
10th Adugust 1374, '

3
1.

formation. - This building would well meet all ye
ment, and the cost, w"xth every item,‘including
could be easily ‘and  reliably ascertained from

quirements of light and establishe
freight, labor and coutingencies,

6. Dues upon this light could, if fecessary, be easily collected 3 il
manner to those of Basses light, and as regards the origingl o t;n a x.s;mxn ar
Excellency in Council decides upon one light only for the so;th utiay, 1 His
India, the funds released by that alteration migh eri promontory of

tperhaps be satisfactor: :
. 2 . . . ct y
to this beneficial work. Trade is so rapidly luereasing in the ocean ‘;;13 GPP;l?d
gh road in

the centre of which Minicoy Island is placed, that this al;
" . . . | ‘ ' nost g 3 ]
use, and a similar misfortune to the Colombo, at Ppears 1ts destined

any moment, mieo :
with more disastrous results than was happily » Mightbe attended

the case on .
be the cause of regret that steps had not ho that Otcasion, and

possibility, o o commenced to' ohyiate the
TrANSFERRED fo the Public Works Department for COI;Sideration and disposal
| . irposal,
' —_— Acting Chief Sceretary,

No. 190. | | OrpER THEREON,

10th August 1874, No, 2,196,
CIVIL WORRS, No, 9, ‘ lORDERI::D that this letter and its
‘enc 03“1‘9.(“\ original) be forwarded for
the considerati G

d below :._. ‘ overnment
Docket No. 2,128, of 26th Ay |
Letter No. 1 1229, dated 8ty

of India in continuation of the papers note

gust 1873,
May 1874,
- (True Extract,) |

(Signed) G. W, WALKER, Colonel, R,
‘ . .E,

‘ - Seer elary ¢o Government,
No. 191, (Dockzr No. 2,197, dated 104,
Corr of the above forwarded to the Go

\ " (True Extract,)

August 1874,y
Vernment of India, L

Colonel, RE,
Secretary o Governmeng.

Exd. E. C. Shusker, - ‘ \ ST
Spare Copiéa

A etee QymW

- o -

’ that gentleman, aug 1 Adine |
could not fail to prove both cheap and durable, i and the building
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