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- Acres 9,161, with a revenue of Rupees 1,19,323.

9,000 acres. In reply I am informed that the 1.3,000
1 the area under the Kadumbah tank now supphed by

- lore and Tenkarai tanks, but this is not due to the
© capacity, for it will, with water 2

~and that its ordinary water-supply 18 small.

. pass all land drainage.

- villagers of Alwar Tinne)'elly (Tenkarai tank) hav
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
~ Tth August 1874 -

i e o e o oty

i
v

o e

No. 138. 'V 'Read the following letter from J. W. RUNDALL, E.q., District
: Engineer, Tinnevelly, to Lieutcnant-Colonel J. MULLINS, K.E., Chief
Engineer for Irrigation, dated Palamecottah, 5th June 1874, No. 35 i—

. WitH reference to your memorandum, forwarding petition No. ?,7‘71 of 1873 . . -
' ’ and requesting me to furnish certain in-
formation regarding the Melakal chan-

. TPelition No. 2,771 of 1873. |
nel and Tenkarai tanks in this district, 1 have the honor ‘to.state that on receipt
| for information as to the area and

of your memorandum I applied to the Collector i r E .
' revenue under the Melakal and the tanks S“PPhed by 1t, m‘ld on the 6th ultimo

" received a statement giving the required information. :
2. By this statement I found that the area irrigated by the channel was

1 Statement.

o SRR ] et e e el

4

3. DBelieving in the correctness of the figures given in Mr. .Puc.kle"s Report
Printed with G. O ;q 365, of the 1at Febru- on the irrigation of this dlstylct, I had ‘
T ary 1860, " 0 B previously coleulated the area under this S

channel at Acres 13,000. 1 therefore had to refer again to the Cﬂuectm‘mtﬂ know

whether there was any error in his statoment, which showed but. little more than
odd acres include much of

the Streevigundum anicut, )
Collector, Mr. Puckle, and the . =~ = - -
o been urging me to deepen .-
{ cannot however 5€0 that there 1s ?"y necessity for so [
g said to be somewhat precarious under the Vel- B

4. Ever since I have been in the district, the

the Melakal channel. .
doing. It is true that irrigation1

t level of the Murdur anicut crest, cin‘ry inits
ds per hour. The real reason why thereare com.

first two miles 135,000 cubic yar g freshes in the Tambrapoorny,

plaintsis that the channel receives water only durin

years become somewhat shallower, while, by i‘f‘P"oveme“ts higher up the river, th.ﬁ
supply, except during freshes, has been diminished. H.encekl hta;ve D.O dou‘g\: culti- B
vation is more difficult under the véllore and '.l‘enkaral tanks than it used to b?, g
and the villagers in their ignorance think that if the c}mnnel were deepened their
supply ‘would improve. The available sx}xlrfzc.e fall in the channel between the

i ., 93-07 feet, and the distanc rag
Zzlf}}?;f?eiy :)]::r?n:la: ]:'elsults. This fall, however, 18 sc-)me;]vha; \:ngql}?.:ly distri- L
buted, being small jn the first 81, and considerable 1n the last 5 miles. The :

channel is not silted much. 4 portion of the channel bed was clefred two years .
! is bei leared this year. o e . o
ago, gnd ;?Z:;ef}?elg :):;ﬂﬁ;ce is completed, it will, I think, be pos-:uble toraise the &
Vell or.e and Tenkarai calingulabs, the combined lengths. of which are ample to o
Thege could not with safety be raised as long as they had . -+

to discharge flood-water from the Tambrapooriy in addition toland drainage. 3

This raising would practically increase the capacity of b‘“‘_h the tanks slightly, . =
6. As regards the Tenkarai taok itself, the ayacut 18 Acres 2,179, and the . |
average cultivation duriog the last ten years has been Acres 2‘,1 59 or only Acres 20 o

less, : ‘e o | | S
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channel being of insufficient -

The tanks have in the courseof - . :i

stance being 13} miles, an average o
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"~ 7. . The ayacut assessment is Rupees 21,4 -

ten years Rupees 23,0384, showing clezrly ths;t :Z; :;;& :::;::;aglﬁ.mvenue of 1a3tf
crop and revenue are not trud. The expenditure on “:puirg o p gmts as tf; loss of
taok and anicut during the past eleven years are shown in- ¢ E{nnel, T enka.ral
gtatement. | | _ in - the accompanying

8. With regard to the capacity of the head slui |

formerly misled you as to the areainder the chafllx‘xl;(l:e’bi: ZEY;: that.I should have
construction will only supply with water at anicui’; crest ;: sluice now unde.r
capable of carrying, and as it is desirable that full adVanta,,W ;t the channel 13
every ﬁood, 1 do not think the increased area is to be regrea‘zs ould be taken of

No. 139.
"IRRIGATION, No. 9.

OrpER THEREON, Tth August 1874, No. 2,166
. ' g | .

a (E}E,RTH'N Mirflssidars of Tenkarai
; other villages in Tinnevelly, irrigat-
. Lo . ing lands under the” Murd " ani

channel, having complained that their water-supply was inadequat ur an.xc\?{:,
gation works not as efficient as they should be, and it appearigaatﬁ, and .the irri-
gentations to the local officers of the Public Works Departm:nt zt their repre-
attended with the results they desired, the District Engineer was call:?i ?x;t be;n

on by

" endorsement to 2 petition dated the 20th November 1873, to report on the ci
e circum-

 gtances, and from his reply it appears, first, that the capacity of the ch

the Murdur anicut, which is capable of conveying nearly 15 cubic c (ai.nnel from
per hour for the whole area of irrigation under it is ample ; BOCOndlyai hs per acre
'as the head sluice to this channel now under construction shall hZ 1’7 bat as soon
pleted the storage of the Vellore and Tenkarai tanks can be somewhe . een com-
by raising their escapes, which could not safely have been done Whilia t;ncrea..sed
channel had an opent head ; thirdly, that the cultivation under the Tenk e :.amcut
has averaged only 90 acres less than the full ayacut, while the revenue has arai tank
the ayacut by about 2,500 Rupees on the average. exceeded

9. From the statement of outlay for maintenance on the Tenkarai taok, it
y 1V

s desirable, taking
revenue into account, has not been paid to it, for t};e expe :d:‘:‘uielirge amoun'fi of
‘not much more than half per cent. on the revenue, as amounted {0
3. Allthe irrigation works under the Murdur anicut require to be formed
into a group, and of course the same remark applies to each of the other anicuts
with its jrrigation, in order that all the component works may be systematicall
doalt with, and that H may be possible to see whether a reasonable portion of ghi
devoted to them. »
4, Similarly arrangements should be made as soon as possible for recording

the actual supply received by all important channels, because in no other way

can it be aatis
can it be Jecided what measures may be requisite for rendering it sufficient,

~ should the record prove its inadequacy.

‘5. It is further very des}irable that the necessity for ascertaining the propor-

tion of storage to total supply requ{red by the areas irrigated should not be lost

L

factorily determined whether such supply has been adequate, nor .

R

- L

. trict Engineer, Tinnevelly, on the circums

EUURTUUSIUURRURPRVAT e e el
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Droceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. vth August 1874

AN

——

'

o tanks connected with the Tambrapoo}ny

channels have, it is believed, been ascertained, and & very little additional work
would enable their capacities t0 be calculated. The Distiict Engineer would then
be able to determine whet improvements are necessary, and it must be observed that
even where the enlargement of tanks may not be practicable, possibly something
may be done to increase the quantity of water available during the season by
adjusting the dimensions of the supply channels. .

6. Ordered that the following endorsement be made on the petition of Perien

Alwar Iyengar and others, and that it be forwarded to them through the D_istrict.

Engineer :(— . .
¢ The Government have considered and passed orders on 2 report of the Dis-
tances of the water-supply of the tanks’

terested. It ;s doubtful how far the supply can -

be improved, depending a8 it does upon freshes in 'the Tambrapoorny, which:
are uncertain in pumber and duration, but instructions have b'“:ef‘ sent to the
District Engineer, and such outlay on the tax.lks as may be requisite tco render
them as efficient as possible will be made. It is observed that the particulars of
cultivation and revenue for the last ten years appear to show that the water-supply
has been throughout tolerably good, and that bub little land has been left uncul-

tivated, or revenus lost by failure of the crops.”
(True Extract.)
OHN MULLINS, Liout.-Colonel, R.E,

Joint Secrelary to GQovernment.

sight of. The areas of many of th

s . P e
{n which the petitioners are 1n

(Signed) J

3

To the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

,, District Engzineer, Tinnevelly. .

_ Exd. 5. T. Austia,

Spare Copies
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