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No. 580.  Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. M. SHAW-
STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Colonel G. W.
WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madras, 29th June 1874, No. 875:— - =

I continuation of my letter, dated 19th January 1874,% No. 36, I have the
honor to forward a lettert from the -
. ngggig;rlgslsgi ggvirggcnt: a??“‘ 216t Agent of the Madras Railway, giving
t No. 317, dated 14th April 1874. cover to a report from the Traffic Mana-
ger on the results of attaching third-
class carriages to the two trains running between Coimbatore and Beypore during
the half-year ending 31st December 1873. The report first gubmitted was for a
period of four months, viz, from July to October, and the results showed an
increase of 5,736 in the numbers of second and third class passengers, and of
Rupees 244 in receipts. During the months of November and December, however,.
there was a large falling off both in numbers and receipts, the net result for the
half-year being a decrease of 6,428 in the total number of passengers carried, and
of Rupees 4,309 in receipts. R .
9. TItis difficult to believe that, ander ordinary conditions, the effect of -
offering to the public the benefit of a lower fare should be a falling off in the
] numbers carried; and I beg to enclose
‘ ‘; * No. 1,410, dated 1st June 1874. a letter* from the Collector of Malabar,
o S " in which Mr. MacGregor attfibutes is decrease to the effect of the excessive
| | | A f prevalence of small-pox throughout tbe district upon the attendance at the two
. ’ R , : R . great feasts of the year, both of which occur during the month§ of November and
co S : ' L : " December. The traffic generally doubtless suffered from the same cause.
, 3. The statistics of this traffic are still being recorded, and I hope soon to be
able to submit a report for the half-year noxi;" ending, »in which there is every reason
to suppose the results will compare more favorably. " o
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From R B. ELWIN, Esq., Agent and Manager of the Madras I_tailﬁay Companj, to Lieutenant-
Colonel J. II. M. SU AW.STEWART, R.E., Cousulting Epgineer for Railways, dated
| | | I o S SO Madras, 14¢h April 1874, No. 317: ‘ e
; ol 7 e . 4 ) . . . w - , . ‘ o ’ - ' | - S :” ¥ m“ \L . W[Tli reference to the Iast p&l’&graph Of yO\lf letter’ NO. 1;89 OE thestﬁl Of Feb,rua'ty 1874'
. v o . T : L | I have the honor to enclose you & CoPY of the Traflic Managers letter, No. C26-146, of the 13th
¢ instant, together with the statenient therein referred to, showing the result ¢f the passenger
¢ traffic between Pothanore 2nd Beypore for the months of November and December 1873. =
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. ; e o - o V] . Prom 1. E CHURCIH, Esq., Traffic Manager, to R. B. ELWIXN, Esq., Agent and Manager of the
‘ T oo . X I Madras Railway Compary, dated Madras, 13th April '1874’ No. 26-146 A. and 3.
e . . ) , . f Second and third class Pasacnger Treffic between Pothanore and Beypore.
T Lo A ST ‘ Wita reference to the concluding paragraph of the Consulting Engineer’s lotter, No.189, dated
‘ N o C L o 25th February, I beg to forward comparative statement showing the result of the passenger
trafic between Pothanore and Deypore for the months of November and December 1873. Tt will
" be seen that there was a falling offin the total number of passengera carried in 1873 of 14,336, and
in money of Rupees 4,585 - . ~ : ‘
The number and receipts of each class for the six months ending December 1872 and 1873

is shown below :—
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worke Departmenh -
~ 21th July 1874

From A. MACGREGOR, Xsq., Collector of Malabar, to _Lieu.teunnt-Colonel J. H. M. SHAW-

STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated Calicut, 1st June 1874, No. 1,410.
ImavE the honor to inform you, with reference to the subject of your letters of the 21st

April and 20th May 1874, Nos. 359 and 459, that so far as I can learn; the falling off in passenger - ‘

traffic is to be attributed to the effect of the excessive prevalence of small-pox on the attendance at
the two great feasts of the year, which mainly affect passenger traffic, 4. ., those of Palghaut and

-

Guruvayur. _ _ ) -
2 ’ The former of these occurs in the middle of November, and the latter either late in

- Both were this year noticed asbeing very ill-attended, espécially
that of Guruvayur, the most important of the two, which was almost deserted. The traffic generally -
has doubtless suffered from the same cause- ‘ : . . :

3. 1 gather from the return accompanying your gecond letter that it 18 gntxrely in the two .
last months of the year that the decrease occurs, and I think this may be taken as a satisfactory ‘

explanation. . .

4. 1presume that the passenge

1873 these all booked at Pothanore. (

retur;.fogzsfz,f .as Igset;f‘fr:: afz- th79 months of July, Augusft, Sept.emb.er, and October may be
¥ r the presumption that, by the policy maintained up to 1st July, the
Railway Company had succeeded in forcing 60,000 p?,ssen.ge.rs per annum to travel by a ilass :hther.
than that which they would naturally have adopted, in driving away 12,2004p§§s§ngef: ; ct;ge i; ;-
besides this they forced many to travel at a different time of day' to that whic bsm e 1e:md, e
number being unknown in consequence of statistics f?r t.',he two trains not havm% e;ntﬁupp ied.

6. 1 h:,ve no doubt, therefore, that you will insisé on 'very minute det:.n sfo efpassex:ger
traffic being prepared and thoroughly canvassed before admitting arguments in lavor ? a return

noers booked ab O’oimbatoré for the west are included in the

aceepted, they appear to favo

_ to the previous system.

—_—
" No. 581.° OrpER THEREON, 27th July 1874, No. 2,017,
' ———— ° Ozperep to be recorded and com-
| RAILWAY, No. 60. municated to the Government of India’
‘ with reference to their letter No. 1,25¢-R,
dated éth'J une 1874. Thé further report promised will be awaited. DBut there is

no question of a return to the Aprevious spystem.
-+ (True Extract.)

- (Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel,i R.E,, |
- ' _ Seeretary to Government.

m——

(Docker No. 2,018, dated o7th July 1874.) -

No. 582. .
- ded to the Government of India.

Cory of the above forwar
(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,

" Secretary to Government.

"

Exd. S. T. Austin.

Spare Cupios
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