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Priceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
24th July 1874 ’

Read the following papers :—

-y

- From the Supermtendmv Enfrmeer Coimbatore, dated 7th July 1874

P

' Endorsement of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, dated Ootaca-
mund, 4th July 1874, No. 475-A.

Trom Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. FISCHER, R.E., District Engineer, Godavery,
to Lieutenant-Colonel J. MULLINS, R.E., Chief Engineer i. Irrigation,
dated Dowlaishweram, 27th April 1874, No. 252,

ApvErTING (2 G. O. of the 15th April 1874, ‘No. 980. I have the honor to
suggest, for tne consideration of Gov ernment, the adv1sab111tw oi planting about the
villages of the delta, the Eucalyptus globulus or blue gum trece of Australia,
which appears to possess a most remarkable power to absorb moisture ; in the Agri-
cultural Guazette of India, page 207, dated the 81st March 1874, it is said to absorb
ten times its own weight of water in twenty-four hours, and a similar statement
of its properties in this respect has appeared in the London Mail.

2. I believe there trees can be supplied from the Government Gardens at
Ootacamund, and if s0, I cannot but consider the experiment well worth trying
in this delta, for fever is said to have disappeared in all locahtles where these
trees have been successfully planted. .

3. I beg to observe, in connection with this subject of drainage generally,
that it will not be advisable to place an officer specially in charge of these -
arrangements; the exccutive officers now in charge of the several deltas are
quite able, with good surveying establishments, to carry out the wishes of Govern-
ment, and from their local knowledge will be in a position to undertake the duty
at once, whereus another officer will have to make himseclf acquainted with all the
deltas and their requirements. I would, therefore, recommend that five Survey
Establishments, at a monthly charge of Rupees 500, be ut once organized to take up
systematically the surveying and levelling of the country for drainage purposes.

No. 555p.

—

From Major J. BEATTY, R.E., District Engineer, Godavery, to Licutenant.
Colonel J. MULLINS, R E., Chief Engineer for Irrmauon, dated Dow-
laishweram, £0th June 1874 No. 925,

1 BavE the honor to bring to your notice that I find myself hindered in

_ carrying out the orders conveyed in G. O., No. 980, of 15th April 1874, for the

i improvement of the drainage of village mtes in the delta by the non- arrlval of the

special officer pr01111<ed for this work in paragraph 2 of that order, and I therefore
request the favor of your hastening his transfer to this district.

2. On taking over charge of the district, I found that my predecessor had
written you under date the “Tth April, No. 252, but that nothmg had been done
in the matter,

. 3. 1 have since been in communication W1th the Collector about it, and have

; also spoken with him on the subject, and I have now obtained from him two lists

. of a dozen villages "each ; one group in the Amalapur Taluq, and the other in the
Ramachendrapur Talnq. '
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Proceedings of the Madras Gov;rﬁment. ‘Public Weorks Department, _
| 24¢h July 1874, -
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- 4. The Engineer Officer referred to in paragraph 1 of the Government Order,
was probably Lieutenant Langley, R.E,, but I found him in charge of an impor-
tant sub-division of the Western Delta Rgnge during the absence of the Range
Officer on three months’ privilege leave, and I cannot remove him from that place
without serious injury to the progress of the delta project works. '

5. Texpect however to have 'threémSurveyors available for the work imme-
diately, and am advertising for three more,

| | I therefore request you will be good
enough to have two survey parties sanctioned,

one consisting of—
Three Surveyors, at Rupees 69 each, for nine monthg from 1s¢ July

RE.

1874 .. . e vee 1,620
And eighteen Lascars to assist them, at Rupees 6 each, for nine

months e e S 972

Total.. 2,692

The cost of the second surve
Three Surveyors, at Rupees
August 1874 . 1,440

And eighteen Lascarg to assist them, at Rupees 6, for;;ght r.r;:).nths 864

Y party will probably be as follows :—
60 each, for eight months, from 1st

D el

Total... 2,504

s cssorren .

Grand Total for two parties... 4,806

gmalapur‘ Talugq. But Government wish this work specially pu:hed forward, and
ange Officers can only spare g very little time for it |

o

‘Lanv:l:a I;a;;'ﬂé rest with the. Government to determine whether Lieutenant
S°€Y ¢ removed from the sub-division of which he has charge to the

village drainage work, If this be done at once there will, until Mr, Walch's

return from privilege leave } )
. 8¢ leave 1y August, e but o . : A
Dorward, in the Western Delta, anlzl af;er ol 1g cofficer, Licutenant 4.

works will be seriously interfereq with if
‘special duty, ,

3. Y Tatd . . ]
been replied to s far as the N Y0292 of the 271 April 1874, has
Lucalyptus globulus is concerned,
800N as possible in order that &
ks contained in paragraph 3 of

one of his Assistants be employed on

trial may be mado, Wi
that letter, it wag consid
Av“t,h? employment of Sur

th Tegard to the remar
ered that satisfactoy

VeYors withoyt- :
FOT8 withoutr gpecia] Supervision, and as Major Beatty -

i . ght better that his proposals should be -

JC

Mr. Waleh’s return the progress of the

Y results would not be obtained from .

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
24th July 1874.

awaited. Major Beatty has, with reference to paragraph 1 of G O.-of the l.5th
April last, No. 980, been authorized to entertain the Survey Establishments detalyed
in paragraph 5 of his letter No. 925, of the 20th ultimo, as fast as he can provide
them with work.

4. It would seem to be best to commence operations in the Eastern and
Western rather than in the Central Delta, in which latter the Amalapur Talugq is
situated, because in the former the main and branch drains have already be.et.l
considerably improved, whereas in the Central Delta there are not.the same facili-
ties for giving an efficient outfall to village drains. However, this point may be
left to be determined by the District Engineer.

(Signed) .JOHN MULLINS, Lieut.-Colonel, R.E.,
4 Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

No. 555¢. : OrpER THEREON, 2ith July 1874, No. 2,007-B.

It appears that the village drainage
works ordered to be undertaken in the
Godavery District have been delayed by
the absence on three months’ privilege leave of two officers in charge of important
Ranges in the Godavery and Kistna Districts; to supply whose plgces, as far as
possible, Lieutenants Langley and Wilkieson, R.E., the Special Assistants detailed
for the duty above mentioned, were necessarily detained. They will however be
available for the duty in August, by which time two sets of Surveyors will have
been engaged, and a definite plan of operations settled on. His Excellency the
Governor in Council desires that no further delay be allowed to obstruct the

»

CIVIL WORKS, No. 444.

systematic prosecution of the work. _
(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Government.

To the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

District Engineer, Godavery. ™
Superintending Engineer, Kistoa. *.

" . Coimbatose. ~- -
Officiating Controller of Public Works Accounta.
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